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refs Vow ſhout. ſomes 
wonder”, that * after having 
. for. ubove Eleven” Tears Haw 

Ln 10" keep this" ollowing 

er from the Publith" View , Sa 
bat too notwithſtanding” the Soli- 
itation ( 20t 10 ſay Importunity')of* 
f/trious Perſons; and ever 
Four Commands toreleaſe it frontits* 
Fonfinement T ſbould 1bw at  lengily 
pioe way 1071s pa ſg broad into the\. 
World, 
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The - Epiſtle Daley. | 


World, and its making you a publick: 
and ſolemn apeehs Wherefore judg- 
ing my ſelf 6b hg do give you an ac- 
count_of. a Paper, for mhich,yqu have| 
beendong pleas fo highly 47; fo 4b- 
digingly to concern your ſelf, I muſt, to 
remove your wonder, inform you, That] - 
I amreduc'd $0 this Publigation in-my 
owtiitdefente. For, whilf Fwasfar from 
dreaming of permitting this E Won | 
to paſs out of myC loſet,'\ it ], 

, 
(F 
, 


that g broken C any itdid phy Ik 


not what mi ina Or me. wy inty 


the hands ras werſon, whit 
would Kan Sl r]0s 7 a - 
by Printis FA ofrnds. 1 lieve oy 7-0 
of his. Pj ut wants ;; aud thereupol | 
profſer'd to ſellthe Copy for « ſum y: 


Money Bas inp good fartane' leads 
whom ay 019 
as. vt unkgionn , _ be. very. civil; 
= 2e foubzich malice. of the Pro: [y | 
poſitia . 


— P * 


| pofition that was made him, andafter 
< came himſelf to. acquaint me;that the 
L Copy about which he had been Treat- 
ed with, being but One of Two or 
| 7 bree that were then abroad, ſome or 0- 
g| ther of them-would, queſtionleſs, ſson 
| find the way to the Preſs. Thiswunwel- 
come Accident did little lefs' +rouble 
1 than furprize me; for, beſides that it 
| impos'd: on me the neceſſity of a Piebli- 
1| cation Thad ſo long declin'd ; and be- 
| ſedes that Thnew, that Com- waerraics 
rn 

od Nate being expefted from 


"4 me, the peering of this, in flead. of 


of poſures of a very differing 


1 7 hem, would make this unnelcomv1o 
7 many, though it had fewer 'Imper- 
1 feftions than it has : Beſides theſe 
I things (' Tſay ) my Sight was then, and 
1 % ftitl, ſo impair d by a diftemper in 
1g); my Eyes; and the hours T could"difc 
3] poſe of; were ſo Praingag'd to Philos: 
a B3 phical 


uy, 
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| 1 had. by me was like to: prove morel 
Full, und leſs Faulty , than any off | 


_ brought with it into the World from| 


ent Abilities, the. more knowing pert| 
of-the. Nation -has long and juſtly ad- 
rin d,and begg'd their Impartial Opis| i 


phical Themes, that I could not pro-| 
miſe my ſelf ſo much. as toread it over] 
before its going. to the Printer. But, | 
conſidering after all this,that the Copy] 


thoſe that ſome endeavour d to oh-\. 
trude upon the World, I thought it leſs] | 
znconventent to venture mine own d«| 
broafl,than torun the hazard of a. ſur- | 
reptitiqus Edition of a Diſcourſe, that] : 
could, ſo ill bear the.appearing with| | 
any* other Blentiſbes than' thoſe tl 


F 
my Pen. And therefore having put it] 
into the hands of Perſons, whoſe emi-| « 

/ 


monond Caſtigations of - it; (givingl j 


Y 


 #rerhentire liberty to Alter or Ex-þ 


Rot | finding 


*Epittle Dedicatory. | 


0+ | Xnding p ty haſtily turning over\the. 
er] Leaves ) that their Caftigations were. 
t,Þ only enough '10-let me ſee, that they 
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had heedfully read it'over ; and were 
e| accompanied with encouragements , 
which care\was taken to keep me from 
| /9oking pon as meer Compliments: 1 
let it go' the Preſs, without ſo'much 
as haggng once perus d it, or heard it 
read over ſince the S, rationer firft Zave J 
me the" Advertiſement told you"of. 
Which F made the leſs hone fo do, 
becauſe a Critick,, whoſe Fudgmem 
and Piety I much reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeavour d to perſwade me, that I 
ought not in Conſcience t0 decline pub. 


tiſbing what he-was pleaſed to'think 


i proper to hindle or cheriſh the Flaines 
| of DivineLov@ in the. Breaſts of \rhie 


Readers. And my Haſte'it felf dill fs 


=. rerwards' Promi iſe me ' theſe Advans 


tages , Fi hat notwithMlanding *\'ney 
TAY Aa — 


left the World| 
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Delicious Leeze, where you gre now[3 
the Miſtrifs, that this Letter was writ-[4 
ten ; aud it was of Youth Lhorrow” {l q 
thoſe Hours I ſpent in Writing it.[{ 
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h[Sheeri\by Sheet,, before 1 refalv'd to 
dens It away Ge is Jou.that, can bþ 
or | Exouſe the  Imperfedtions. of it\, as 
[knowing not: only. the more obuious,but 
w | the ruore private Avocations and other 
d|Piſeduantages,. emong which .it was 
rf Penn'd.\ "13x you that baue ever ſince 
2; | Solicited me $0: divulge 311, aud beve 
ta [given me the greateſt Facauragements 
te[t0.do ſo _ wat only by thoſe Solicitations 
which imply d Tour own, Favorable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 
concealing or diſguſing tzy.Name( the 
wnſuſpefted Opinions of divers. com- 
petent Judges: in a word; this Addreſs 
belongs upon. ſa.many ſcores. 10 ou, 
that Lcoald not make it amywhereel(e, 
without manifeſily Wronging "Tow. ' [ 
know; Dear Sifter, that \it is not uſu: 
| al. to. Dedicate: Books to ſo' near a Re- 
lation z and that it is uſual in Pedica: 
7973 Epiſites, both to Depreciate what 


one 
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The Epiſtle Dedicathry. . * 
one has Written to Extol* the Peri: 
ſon that one writes to, eſpecially if tt 
be one of your Sex and. Quality.” Bat 
You hnow' too, that T never ſwore Alle, 
_ grance to Cuftom, and therefore willſt 
* ot, I ſuppoſe,” wonder to fee me as little 
Solicitous to conform to it on Tha 
occaſion as 0n others, In an Age when! 
fo few Perſons have 'Merit enoagh, to 
keep that from being Flattery, whichlþ 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at alhe 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf uptn theſ 
unhappy neceſſity of either Flattering 
or appearing \ Rude'; when by better? 
 chufing the Objefs of my Addreſſes, I 
can, axoccaſron requires, give Praiſes,|/ 
without Ontruth , "or Sona them! 
without Tncivitity. Nor dare Tpreſume'}f: 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a fault , by: 
being put mto a Dedicatory 'Epiſtle[0, 
as antiently the hurtful" Beafts forgo) d 
their pernicious Nature, when brought|# 
5 ae WT ITINGE D,  - 


T Thc Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
rento the Ark. - Not" to. mention that 
ABooks of Devotion-have generally the 
Hſtrangenand unhappy Fate, of being. 
Meſs welcome to them that 'moſt, than 
[Aro them-that leſs; need them. As for the 
JaDiſcourſe I preſent Tou, though my 
FOpinion of it may be gueſs d at;by the 
[Privacy to which I have fo long Con- 
ojin'd it : Tet becauſe,as in Phyſick,to 
Blbave':a good Opinion of the Medicine, 
IRend the Doftor ; ſo in Books of Dewo- 
ation, (which are a kind of Phyſick for 
obs Mind) to have one of the Compo: - 

Mare, or of the Writer, both-inclines us 

to look:after the Praſciptions, and 

[Advantages their. Operations ; For 
n(this reaſon I ſhall ſay:nothing todif- 
e'fparage \a Diſcourſe, which isof a Na- 

ture to aim more atthe being pratifed 
tlby the Readers \, than the being par- 
off don'd; and ball not at all repine to fee 
fee find from the Publick as —_ 
fol + JG. 


; "The: Epiſtle Jed. licatotF. 
ble a Reception, as it bes hitherto n 
with inCloſets. And now, Dear ﬆl; 
fie though 1. know. you will. got x;.3 
1 doubt; my 0ther.'\Readers will + ex 
' pel;that this Letter ſhould, accordinf 
t0.the Made of Epiſtles Dedicatory, 
be .conclinged with Commendations 
you, and.C. ompliments to you ; It bel : 
ing alnoſt.as much out of faſhion i, 
fac Adabefſes to omit giving praiſey, 
45 ths to believe the praiſes given of, 
fuck occaſt on. But, though I ca 
praiſe | you. without either dichelid 7 
ving my. ſelf, or fearing to-be disbelie, 
| by any that knows... you's, yer], 
beſides ther er. Relation , and ou / 
Friendſhip would make ſuch a way ( 
writing misbecoming.me on all occaſi 
ons.z,..4 know your. Piety and. you, 
Modeſty, would peculiarly di follow 
upon this; where the fubje I a 
70 entertain you with,zs of of ſuch a Na, 
FH 
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The Epsftle Dedicatory- 
Lowe, as would make a Flamiting Ag-\ 
Sofa a. very. unſuitable Tnboaus— 
” Fizbu' to it. 7 he Natare of my\Þ heave; 1A 
*Þs well as the firifneſs of your Fin. I 
e, and our Friendſhip, forbidding me 
here to celebrate you,otherwiſe than 
; Þy letting the World ſee, that I dare, 
en in a Dedicatory Addreſs, with- 
put fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear to 
el olebrate you. 'And if it be demand- 
alto Ply hen 1: refrain wot tfpemiſe 
;; fron writing to you a Deaucation + 
.- I ſball anſwer ; 1 hat I am unwilling 
"ro loſe this opportunity of making a 
al thUk. ackponledgment, that as T 
"Jhave the Honour to be your Brother, 
Jand your Friend, ſo I have the, Fu- 
tice to think it very much my Happi- 
"Jneſsto be ſo : Eſpecially, ſince you are 
leaſed to aſſure me, 1hat my Re- 
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Priop 10,508 hes rather bays the oc 
Caſl n than” the ground of a Friend- 


ſhip, 


does, whilſt it enjoyns mel 


_ t0..Þ ofeſs my ſelf- apithout- Comple. 6 
| be," with all the 
get, -. 35 

aſt Aﬀettionate Brott 

; 2 a \ ia 1 


Rozzxt' Borte:| 


” > - 


< . . * & . * . 


 Adertiſeme ts t0 the R coder, 


7 As they - were. Wrizes ſome Years. B 2 2 
'* when ſome Intelligent Perſons: were: t 7] 
ve a- ſight of. the Sllownng Diſcoutfe. ). 1% Y 


|. & | 1 *0 prevent” theſe Scruples nb elſs+, ; is i 


Ab. :4r1ſe. in. the. peruſal the. enſuing Diſcourſe, 
he Reader of it ws requeſted to tobe motiee... __ 
S I. That though Ignorance: hath bee . < "Late (o 
Iorch In faſhion with too many fo our + os 
r ria. " that ſome. Fae ofthe. enſuing. P apes 
term whit 16. have been Fritten io a; Tonung, © 
Genite 'n, yet. the Perſon they. Tere adave] 4 tox. | 
1 a Traveller, a Li uſe, aud 4 4 cholar,, A _ 
Jit 045 20t 11 £g'S \to Hef with bim fy the 4 
t Irate "off "of jpeg ins ſo qualify d. + a 
(hp wing Letter. was. oh 7 
inet, bong bt te Lat of Drs; when, 
| Love. in gentral " WAS Confe ſed, Tobi and 
Pitta;  Wherein' the received. way of Mar = 
Love Ws" Explicated, .D ed nd... Op. 
| pof »774 "wherein Conftancy.. and Uohſtaney, in 
= ES . £5 + 5Y "4 AB 
J Lowe were argued For and: Againſt ; . Wherein: 
+ | Platonick Lowe: "Was Explicated , Celebrate ated., 
fand wherein the \ Cure © 7 " WAS "I = 


pb TY ApT 
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Ad Mee heoug to a: x HY 
| andPruſecuted; wherein (t0-difperch)- the Contro= 
wverted Points concerning Love were diſcours'd « 

in a way ſuited to-th? wveral Themes : r to the 


- Humois "ani x Prins of the Juppoſed - Writers, 
or mer, Papers, Ok # in Cample- 
i Far) Though Ag 22 from the 
Gnilr F EO; Licth Ariou 7 ophantneſ; Ss; 
bavs bien by hs" Althor judged tos Po Serine 
either to appear. Alone, or F- dceompany the enſu 
oRrſe, whertin be has. KF "Jas. Own 
6 Xl the former he deduced. of 1 


y, Po  FRENAE i 
"fir 9 Paife ollowing s Pier r "Wie to Fave Fl 


Atrnded "« not NS he Pro exties* Fn 
Ent raph gopy td. RE Lark 
Cate ed ind 71 ited o on, tat the. ho Fl 
ht hag Written 468 Other... accig 6100, ; mean 
ek a 2 French. where RR 
"Ye had Tres .Dij ; AF 
Te as: handled, he foun much. T 
Bi þ 4 he” had_. Lag to ſet down 
A anticipated; :: 424 the-m0  Pertinent Confilet 
jon bd -znteuded_. Themes reeſttd, were «kl f 
Lpbay'd already che fear d it ht be ord ye. 
eader, add himſelf, if he .; Roltt exc eit 


IE 
ver. of - others. Notions, "of Xoline the Wl 
Me belonging to. his Theme, -that the * Lf 
Good Mes _: 24 without ſuſpicion. fer. hg 
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| Advertiſements to the Reader, 
TV. That the enſuine Trifle having been written 
in haſte, and by ſnatch's, amongſt diſtratting avo* 
rations, and far from Leterarj accommodations, is 
s4 freely ſubmitted to the Cexſure of Learned and Ins 
partial Peruſers, eſpecially Divines : Who are by the 
Anthor requeſted to believe its miſtaking Paſſages, 
and unwary Expreſſions, (if it contain any ſuch ) 
to have been altogether Unintentional, and {1h as 
they ſhall n:wer find it to be more than on? lahory to 
make him diſcern and retract ; he being reſolved, 
by God's aſſiſtance, to continue ſtill obſequirus enourh 
to all clearer diſcoveries of Truth, to be able to ſay, 
Errare poſſum, Hzreticus efſe Nolo.. 4»4d, as 
he is on his part ſo reftoned, and ſo willing to b! 
redtifyd, ſo he expeits this Equity from thoſe, to 
whoſ: Fudements hz ſubmits, that confidering he ins 
rended not to write a ſolemn and regular Treatiſe, 
but a private and familiar Epiſtle, they will paſs by 
fuch unaccurateneſſes as are went to be incident to 
compoſ:rs of this later Nature. Fe preſunid ht 
might ſometimes make told with the unlear Laws of 
Tenſes, treating of an Eternity that admits them 
not. H: hop'd, that the freedom taken in ſows of 
his Expreſſions concerning Love, and the wonted ob- 
jects of it, would be excnsd, by its beinz exaiFed 
by the D:ftga he had uqon Linda- 


mor, -thourh he had not ( which = DROOL 


ail the ture-mens 


p - ' P 
get he has) otherwiſe accounted for  tiowd Letters to 
it: #4: intznds not to adept thiſs my Hedy To fe 
B { tos 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 


cfien erroneous) Traditions of the Vulgar, whence he 
ometimes draws Compariſons, that he may not deny | 


himſelf the Liberty taken by the Generality of Wri- | 


ters ( without excepting the Learneder ſort of thers ) 
who ſcruple not in Popular Compoſures, to make Si- 
milies and Alluſtofs grounded on Popular Traditions 
and Perſwaftons. As for thoſe common Places, 


which the Method of our Anuthor's Diſcourſe allow'd : 


him not to decline, he hopes the Reader will diſcern 
by his way of Writing, that he loves to uſe them, 
not as Travellers, but as Hunters uſe the High» 


ways: For the Travellzr, whew he once gets inta 


the Road, makes it his buſineſs to keep in it J 


whereas the Hunter, if he meets one lying in his 
wat, is not fond of Staying in it, but nimbly Croſſes 


it, or Traverſes ſo much of it, as is requifite to be 
paſt through in the parſuit of his Game. And laſts | 
ly, if in ſome few Paſſages of the following Letter | 


( eſpecially abent the beginning of it ) the Expreſſi> 
ons are leſs Grave and Solemn than th! Deſign; 
the Author hopes, that even They will yet appear 
tolercily Serious, for the Aireſt parts of a Letter, 
written bywn? Toung Gentleman to anoth:7. 


SOME 


SOME 


[MOTIVES 


To the Love of 


G O De. 


; 
; My D:areſt Lindamor, 


Am very much delighted to leart 
both by the voice of Fame, and 
the Information of much more 
credible Reiators, that /TJormione's 
cold uſage has cur'd you of the - 

Fever her ſcorching Eyes had given you : 

, [And that when once you found your (elf - 

reſerved, to ſhew, what wonders her 

Eyes were able to perform, you ſeaſon- 

ably reſolv'd to become an Inſtance of 

he Power, rather or Reaion, than of Loye x 

ad accordingly, did your ſelf rhe right 

o fruſtrate the vain hopes, your inſulting 

Miſtriſs checiſh'd, ro manifeſt in you, 

B 2 thaz 
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Seraphick Love. 


that her Charms were capable to make}! 

our Flame perſevere, when her change} 
had made it as well caulcleſs as hopelels|! 
I could with jadeed 4or. your ſake, thatf« 
you owed your Cure more entirely tof! 
your Reaſon,” and leſs to your Reſemrt< 
ment; that the extraction of your fret 
dom may no ways blemiſh.it. Bur, ſince! 
nnallay'd SatisfaCtions are Joys too Heaſ® 
venly to fall*ro many. Mens ſhares onf* 
Earth, I cafnot but conglude, that;youg© 
Recovery,.even on thoſe Terms, delcrvey® 
1 ſhould congratulate ir. For, the Fre 4 
fay truly, that Les plas courtes Flies: (0: t] 
tes meillzures, And Liberty being rod b 
high a Bleſſing to be diveltible of thay 
nature by Circumſtances; I (char ſeldonj® 
deplore him, who, by lofing his- Miſkrifs i 
recovers | himſelf) think” that cron if 
has bur intentionally, nor-eventually dil * 
oblig'd you ; and hathi\made your tiatng b; 
2 berter return, by reſtoring you youſ# 
own Heart,” than fhe could have done 'WÞ! 
exchanging hers for it. Bur thar' whiaſ% 
not leatt endears to me 'your Recover 
is, that Þ am airs by -Pertons, #0 
whom T dare credir even io welconf Y 
News, that my endeayors-prov'd't6/haf 
py, a$* to be conducive -ro #; and tf 


cay s-: 


of the, Conſiderations I ventur'd to preſent 
el FoU,; did at leaſt fo far contribute to your 
% freedom, as to give you the deſire and the 
at}deſign of regaining it. For, I hope, I 
rol need not tell you, that I {ſeldom uſe En- 

deavors, whoſe proſperouſneſs is more 

welcome to me, than thoſe chat aſpire to 
caferve Lindamor. And though I cannot 
aJever pay you any great Services in rela- 
nition to my vaſtly greater deſires, yet I 
udgcan ſcarce do you little ones in relation 
eto the delight reſulting from the having 
done you any. Nor has the joy which 
,mochis ſucceſs of my diſcourſes brings me, 
being ſparingly encreasd by my having 
720 ventur'd them with much more deſire, 
\nf than expectation of their Proſpering ; and 
{o els: out of any ſtrong hope. they would 
#0 (ucceced,: than out of an unwillingneſs to 
i leave the means, I thought leait impro- 
4 bable unaſlay'd : Being invited to- excite | 
al You: to-greater hopes, than I durit allow 
ay {elf for you, by the example of Ge- 
Funerals, who, whatſoever diltruſtful 
thoughts they harbor in their Breaſts, 
5 ppole, that (before the Bartel) ro make 
A Weir. Soldiers Fight ſucceſsfully, 'ris as 
well conducive. as requiſite, by encoura- 
{ ging:Orations, to make them think they 
efantio yet = y ſhall 


Seraphick Lowe. 
ſhall do ſo. For, although I endeavour'4 
indecd to perſwade you, that Reaſon: be4 
ing born Sovereign of the Paſſions, though 
her Lenity or Supinenefſs do. {fomerimes 
both occaſion and permit their Uſurpa- 
rions ; ſhe is teldom ſo diveſted of her 
Native Power, but that whenſoever ſhe 
pleaſech ro imploy what the hath lefe, 
the is able to reſume what ſhe hath loſt; 
And though I was willing you ſhould be- 
lieve, that to perfect whar your Relent- 
ment had begun, was a Task fo ealie, 
that the Victory was as much in your 
Power as the retolution'of attempting it]. 
yer, notwithſtanding-all this, I {ay, 1 was 
once half per{wagee, thar' to undertake 
the Curing of a Lover, was the next 
Weakneſs ro the bzing ong. And, Lz 
damor, to deal ingeniouſly with you, yout 
Recovery hath circumſtances in it, that 
make me very apprehenſive that you are 
not yet out of the danger of a Relapſe 
and that you have ' nor half ſo abſolutely] 
abandon'd your former Amorous Cow 
ſtitution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
it. 1 know that from a Perſon, who, fort. 
one that hath never yer: been hurt by 
Cupia, is acculed of ukng him ſlightinglyy 
and {everelycnough, you will expe&tEm 
2 Fe deavourj 


OE” Serapbich Love. 
deavours to preſerve you from Relapſes, 
by ſuch diſſuaſions from Love, as its Vo- 
£2ries will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 
to, as that of Invectives againſt ir. And 
a I fhall Ingeniouſly acknowledge, Linda- 
er} 227, that I have been ſometimes no very 
el unready Satyriſt on - that Theme ; and 
ex, With a Pen relithing of the Liberty I che- 
t;j rih'd in my Heart, endeavour'd to diſa- 
e | buſe thoſe ſervile Souls, that being born 
t-| to Reaſon, fo far degraded themfelyes as 
ej} £0 boaſt ſolely an exceſs of Paſſion; and 
ard had ſuch low and narrow Thoughts of 
cal Felicity and Miſery, as to expett either 
as] froma Womans uſage. All which] chought 
4 1 might the freelier do , becauſe having 

never known the Infeliciries of Love, but 
in- the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 
bably ſuppoſe, that my Declamations a- 
gaintt ir would -paſs for the productions 

j of my Reaſon, not my 'Revenge. Bur, 
fl Lindamer, though the extravagancies of 
= ſome Mens folty, have been tometimes 
| too great, to ler me ayoid laughing ſome- 
whar Satyrically at jt, yet I am really too 

_ lirtle au Enemy to Love, unleſs exceilive 
or miſ-placed, by indiſtint and disiigu- 

yl ring Conſiderations, to repreſent to you 
| the Nobleſt Paſſion of the Mjnd, as its 
ME DB 4 - moſt 


moſt hideous and farmidable Diſcaſe. . | | 

SeA. 1. To love even with ſome paſſionatnels, | : 
the Perſon you would Marry, is not} ' 
only allowable, but expedient, being als | 1 
molt neceſlary to the Duty of fixing your | | 

| affection, where you have once engaged | | 
vour Faith ; for, it hath been obſerv'd, | 
that Love doth ſeldom {ſuffer it {elf to be || | 
contin'd by other Matches, than thoic of | ; 
irs own making. And few, bur they, 
that are ſo wiſe as they fee cauſe to be 
almoſt in Love beforc-hand with tholg 
they Marry, proye ſo honeſt, as afrer- 
wards to be in Love with none elle. Since | | 
therefore, the Marriage of a wile Maa | | 
{uppoles ar leaſt as high adegree of Love, | 
as he is. capable ro cheriſh, without far- | 
feiting that Title ; I can ſcarce dilallaw | 
the being moderately in Love, without bex | | 
ing injuriousto Marriage, which is a Rela» | 
tion, that though I can wich much leſs 
relutancy. permit others, than contract 
my ſelf; yet dare I not ablojutely cany 
demn'a condition of Life, as expedient 
to no Man, witheut-which, even Faradice 
and Innocence were not {ufhcient ro com- 
pleat tho happinels of rhe firſt Man. Thus 
you (ce, Lindawer, that] do not promilx 
cuoully 'Quarrel with all forts of Love, 
dan ">" 8 na 
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Soul may obey the Command of Loving 


bur endeavour only to poſſeſs you with 
this Truth, that as anciently among the 
Jews, there were odoriferous Unguents, 
which it was neither unuſual nor unlaw- 
ful to anoint themſelves with, or beſtow 
upon their Friends; but there was a,,cer- 
tain peculiar compoſition too, of a prey 
cious Oyntment, which God having re- 
ſervd to be employ'd in his own Service; 


with that, the perfuming of their Friends-. 


was Criminal and Sacrilegious : So there 


are regulated degrees «# Love, which 'cis 


not forbidden to harbour for a: Friend, 3 
Miſtriſs, or a Wife ; but there is, too a 


| certain peculiar ſtrain, or (if 1 may 16 
| call jt) Heroick Temperament of Love, 
' which, where-ever it is found, makes -it 


belong , as unalienable, as. juitly unta 
God. A virruous Wife may love both hex. 
Husband's Relations and her own, and 
yet be cruly ſaid to love him with hex 
whole Heart; - becauſe there is a certain 
untivall'd degree of kindnets ; and a pes 
culiar ſort of Love, which conititutes 
true conjugai atie&tion, that thei confines 
to him, and reſerves intircly for. him), 
and would think ic Criminal to- harbour 
for- any other Perſon: So a Religious 


God 


A 


Hy 


Seraphick —_— | 
God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af 
feQtions other Objects; provided they be 
kept in due Subordination to, and kept 
from entring into Competition with that 
Love, which ought to be appropriated to 


_ Him; and which refults chiefly-from, an 


cither alrogerher or alnioft unincreaſable 
Elevation, and vaſtneſs of AﬀeRion; from 
an entire Reſignment ro, and an abſolute 
Dependance on the Lov'd Party ; from a 
reſtleſs Diſquiert upon the leaſt ſenſe or 
doubt of her Difaſure ; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own; 
from an ExpeQtation no leſs than Felici- 
ty or Wretchedneſs from her Friendſhip | 
or Indignation ;- or at leaſt a Perſuaded- | 

nefs-that nothing can be a greater Hap- 
pineſs than her Favour , or deſerve the 
name of Happineſs without it. For, 
where-ever a Paiiion has thele Properties, 
or any of them, conſpicuous in it; it can- 
not, bur by -being Confecrated to God, 
avoid becoming injurious both ro Him 
and to it felf. The very Noblenels of ir 
entitles Him to it: As in lome Kingdoms, 
(and particularly here in Z-2/azd) though 
Veins of courſer Metals may belong to 
the Owner of the Soil they grow in, yet 
all che Mines of the more perfe& Metals 
| ( as 


S:raphick Love. 2 
(as Gold and Silver) are by the Law 
made” Mincs-Royal, and belong tro the 
King, to whom their value appropriates 
them. By reflefting upon this peculiar 
Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 


Lindamor, to interpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 


prefſions - as you may meet with in the 
following Diſcourſe. And this Love, I 
have taken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick 
Love (not out of any afſetation of Tu- 
mid Words or Titles, but) borrowing 
the- name from (if the Romiſh Divines 
be good Marſhals of the Heavenly Hoſt) 
thote Nobler Spirits of the C@leſtiai Hie- 


 rarcy, whoſe Name in the Language to 
which it belongs, ex- | 


jp ® The Nime Seraphim, in He- 
preſſes them to- be o brew, ſprings trom the Rout $43. 


Aa flaming nature ; and rap, which 6gnifies to burn or 
whoſe | imployment ve LD , NN t A, 
( mentioned: in the * 5; Tranſlators © Englifh , Fiery 
Evangelical Propher's 5*rp:25, are ſtyled in the Ocigi- 
Myſt erions Viſion ) na] Hannechaſim has ſeraphim. 
ſujfciently points at the Divine Object, 16.6. 
ro which the flames that warm them, a- © 3: 
{ſpire and tend. And methinks, Linda- 
or, that you ſhould find it no ſaint In- 
vitation to embrace Seraphick Lowe, that 
you may have the Advantage, by mak- 
ing your ſclf a Rival to theſe glorious 

hoes SP1rits z 


Srraphich . Lowe. - 
Spire; to. make then, your Friends, and 

Honor to: be ingaged in a Service, 
where .yoy. are ſure of ſuch illuſtrious 
Concurrents. At leaſt if you. be of. the 
mind of that generous Youth, (to. whoſe 
ſucceſsful Valour the Conquerd. World | - 
was both. Theatre and. Trophy) who re-- 
fus'd to:run at the Olympick Games, be- 
cauſe there were no Monarchs to run with; 
bim. Bur I fear; Lindamer, I have a little 
digrels'd; ſince I might have told you in, 
 —ak words, Thar it is not, my deſign, in; 
this Paper, to declaim againſt Love in on 
neral, or make a ſolemn Harangue of the 
Fickleneſs of Women; and thar therefore, 
as when young Gallants ( tuch as, you, 
Lindamor ) are {ubje&& to; caſt away. their 
Love. upon unfix Objes,, their diſcreet 
Friends, (fſenfible of, the truth of the, [a= 
lian Comick's obſervation, tha 


Oneſtz contra' amore 
E trappo frale ſcherms 


1n' giovinetto- Cuore, 


Ia youthful Fearts bare Virtues 
wont to prove 

But a weak Shield againſt the 
darts of Love, ) 


without 


Oye 


> 


5 T_T Wo 


 Seraphich' Lowe. 


withour raking any more than necefliry | 
notice of their former fond and ſtraghng 


Paſſions, reclaim them, by either match- 
ing themn, or ar lealt (in order thefeunto). 


Beaucy or Prerogartives ma oth legiri- 


Hitcand confine- their Aﬀeions $0 


ttt now endeavour to prevent the firture 


-Gaddings of your Love to Gbjes,> that 


Exfindt Jeſdive Ne) eealſcendane: ad difiri- 

xereſt a one, as I have-obſery'fy6grs/o 
have been ; by preferring and enpagihe tr 
no'the True Object that Paifioh was born 
to; the Nobleit ir can aſpire to,” and the 
moſt Satisfying it can enjoy. Yes, Lin- 
Hamor. as it has hitherto been my' hot-bn- 
pteſperous Task to Unhood . your *Soul, 

:I ſhall now make ic my buſineſs to ſhew 
her Game to fly at. iT {ce thar Love 
Lindamr is too. Noble and Predominant 


-an Aﬀection, to be either Eafie'ot Fit ro 


be'deftroy'd. It will therefore” be my 
deſign, nor to Supprels your flimie, but to 
Addreſs it. I withd it withdrawh from 
H{/rmione, not to annihilate it, but to 
'Transfigure it : © wonld not havea-Paſſi- 
'6n- which wanred- nothing but a'due'Ob- 
jet, ro be Seraphick Lowe, like vulgar Men, 
"we twallow 'd up"by Dearh, the common 
Fate; 


enpapinsy their Addreſſes to Perſons; whoſe * 


Seraphick Love. 
Fate : But be enobled by a Deſtiny lik*fc 
that of Excch and Elias, who, having 
ceas'd to converſe with Mortals, Dy'd nor, 
bur were Tranſlated into Heaven, 
-. What has been ſaid alrcady, Lindamer, 
| hath; it ſeems, ſuſfſic'd to reifie your 
Love, by Diſabuſing it, and ſhewing.yau, 
how. unfitly it was plac'd on its former 
Obyjeas. Your proficiency in That, in 
vites me to proceed with you to a new 
Leſion, and { mindful of that true Saying 
of an Eminent Father, Nemo al;quem anoat, 
quem non wult eſſe meliores ) to endeavour 
to exalt your paſſion by DireQting and 
Setling it upon an Object, the due Con- 
templation of whoſe Lovelinels may cure 
as perfectly all hurts received from” any 

Mortal Beauty, as ancientiy the Sight gf 
the MyTacious Serpent on the Pole gid 

cure - the hurts the fiery Serpents. 'gave. 

For, ſince ,to gaze ſtedfaſtly on an out- 

ward Beauty, where all your looking will 

bur diſcover the {ame face, is found 1o et-- 
fectual\,to Kindle or. to Blow-the fire of 
Loye, ( which the-Greeks prettily enough 
expreſs by their io gay yirera 3 ger 
how. .much muſt a due Contemplation 
enampur us of that Divine,. and, though 
Refulgent, yet- evermore.. and amore; Dif 

E coverable 
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Seraphick Love.” 


k*fcoverable Object, where. Attention and 

ng{Wonder ſtill murually excite: and! cheriſh 

X, [cach other 2 Whence the zealouſeſt and 
ſperfeteſt Lovers of God are the-glorious 

, LAngels, of whom our Saviour {ays;;/That 

ar fin Heaven, #h:y. always behold the face of bas Matth.18 

p, {Father which. is in Heaven ; and thoſe bleſs ** 

x [{ed Saints, whoſe imployment, aud whoſe 

> [happineſs is, in the Revelation, expreſt to 

4 be, Ti 0 follow the Lamb whither ſoewer be Foes. Rer.14.4 

o 


33 


La 


And thoſe. unblemiſh'd Perſons. are ' in 
, [that place recorded. to-have kept theme 
r fielves Undefiled by mortal Beauries ; to 
| Jteach us, that the nearer and- clearer In- 
tuition, that Heaven aflords them. of -the 
glorious Objed of their Paſſion, was not 
\ Jthe Cauſe of it, but the Recompence ; 
" Jand that whilſt they liv'd Exiles here on 
Earth, 'twas ſuch -a ſpeculation, -as-I am 
recommending (Lindamor) to You, where- 
with they liv'd (to borrow the, Expreſſ 
on. uſed of Moſes) as ſeeing him mho & in- 
- | vi/ible ; a Sight, whoſe Glory. made chem woe " 
look on fading Beauties, with as-.unda- 
zel's and untroubl'd Eyes, as Eagles can 
be ſuppos'd ro caſt on Glo-worms when 
they have been newly gazing: on the 
Sun. 
|. To engage your Love, Gs £9 Se?. 3. 

| us 


$% 


” inveagte Morrals, may be lookr upon as 


- gnd nnprepoſiecſs'd thoughts, you may 
judge- of ' the Obje& 1 propoſe to you, 


cantly enough ) call'd Purgative, to dif- 


Serapbick Lowe. 

this ſublimeſt of objects, I ſhall  deſir 
that all tar 1 have ſaid to divert yout 
former flames, and all thar may fay'tg 
depreciare/and diſctedit thoſe degrading 
id diſqujeting Amours, that are wont to 


meaht, rather by way of Preparative, chat 
of -Motive , aiming but to diſabuſe and 
tectifie Four Mind, 'that With compos'd 


Which, ' to qualific you ts be bur impars 
tial to, this method ſeed -expedient'j 
being bur iniploy'd upon {uth a fcore, as 
that en which the Platonilts uſe ro pre- 
mile certain virtings, which they ( ſigniti- 


poſe and-fir the mind'for the reception of 
fublimer cruths. As Phykicidfis to cleat 
the fight are Wont to-purge the Head; 
that the Eye freed from all darkning and 
ditguifing TihQures, may .the more per- 
fectly-difeern the objeRts prefented to it. 
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And eettainly, the Love I would perluade; 
is of & nature, thar makes nothing more 
conducive to it than the greateſt uncloud- 
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ednels of the Eye,and rhe perfeCteſt illuſtra- | 


tion of the Object; which is {uch, thar rite 


ckareſt realon is the molt advantageous: 
Lighr | 
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Seraphick Lov?. 
& Lightir can deſire. to be ſeen by. You 
ut] know the Story of that witty Wench, who 
to] us'd merrily to with her Lover all good 
g] Qualirics, but a good Underſtanding ; for 
©] Thar, ſaid ſhe, would make them out of 
a$| Love with me. The Divine Qbje&, to 
nl which I would Prefer you, Lindamor, is 
al fo far from being obnoxious to a Danger 
'd| of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa»- 
y rage any other to Enamour you of this, 
U.|For, the Creator is too full of Excellen- 
r3\cies toneed to be recommended or ſet off 
-$|by the Creature's Defedts. He was So- 
29] veraignly Lovely in Himſelf, before they 
e- [had a Being ; nor has his giving us that 
14 |Paſſion call'd Love, :made_him the un- 
{2 |firrer Objet for it. To love God, bur be- 
cauſe your Miſtriſs has perſonal faults, is 
if |a greater, than arty of thoſe for which 
4; [you have declin'd her ; and is ſuch a So- 
d ][ceciſm in Seraphick Love, as it were in the 
r-|Perſian Religion,(for that has yet embra- 
E. |cers in the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have ehere 
©, [convers'd with them, aſſure me) to make 
r2jthe Spots that blemith the Moon their 
{-1Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
+ [Hermione is a Lady, to whole noble Re- 
te lations I am too much a Seryant, not to 
15S ſhave a Reſpect for Her ; and I cannor, 
w | CG without 


 Seraphick Love. 
without concluding/her an Extraordinary 
perſon, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd 
the honour of Captivating Lindamer ; and 
though ſhe has ſince, by injuriouſly De- 
clining, juſtly forfeited the glorious Ti-| 
tle of his Miltriſs ; yet the Qualities, that] 
gave it her, made me, among divers of| 
thers, like her {o well, that 'tis now my] \ 
Quarrel to her, that ſhe Is not whar ſhe : 
Was. And therefore whatever may fall| ? 
from my Pen to her diſadvantage, re , 
lates to Her bur as ſhe was, or may again| } 
be, an Obſtacle to your devotednels to « 
Saraphick Love. To ingage you to which, z 
(all this notwithſtanding, Lindamor) 1 
T muſt do you the right to tell you, that] { 
-God deſerves the higheſt Elevation of your x 
Love, though Hermione had not rejected] { 
it.” Were ſhe not only as Handſome ag-/ 
you fancy'd her, but as Conſtant as you|.d 
wiſhed her, her Beauty, and her Friendſhip 
£00 concurring,could not haye made he 'a 
other than as Diſadvantageous as Inju\-y 
rious,'a Rival unto God; and, in the vet 
ry Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deferv'd - but a more} 
'moderate Degree of it. Angels, to A 
whom Women were never falſe, or crw|P 


L Seraphick Love, 
y| el; love their Maker above all things : 


dd] ration, refuſed it for himſelf to dire& it 
&| unto God. - Would not your ſelf, Lindas 
i er, have thought your Hermione abſo- 
at] lutely handſome, though Moors had not 
o-| worn the Devils Livery ; and the thing 
| calld' deformity, had been as much a 
hel ſtranger, as it 18 unwelcome to her Sex? 
lll *ris true, ſuch is our frailty, that, As the 
'&S| {ſraclites needed a cruel and oppreſlive 
Bondage in Egypt, to make them reſolve 
on returning to the Bleſſed Land of Ca- 
naan; {o oftentimes, the amorous Soul 
needs the harſh uſage of a diſdainful Mi- 
ſtriſs, ro diſguſt it with irs Thraldom, and 
make it aſpire to its more genuine and 
ed farisfying objet. I may therefore allow - 
"Hermione's defects to have given you free* 
ou|-dom-and occaſion to conſider - the Prero» 
Up'gatives of Seraphick Love : but I muſtnot 
1] allow them to be the chief Motives of 
w-your embracing it. For, it were too'in- 
7&| jurious to its glorious object, to make 
<1'that-bur rhe refuge of 4 defeated Paſſion, 
| whoſe tranſcendency Entitles it to more 
Yd than the moſt eleyated and entire -one. 
to Alas, God needs not theſe beggerly 
Parallels with any fading Objects, to be- 
» A 2 Cc@me 


h 
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'd] and he to whom St. John preſents his Ado- $722 + 


Seraphick Love. 


come:thar of our diſabus'd Deyotion, and 
he were lovely without Compariſon, as 
well as he is ſo far above it. And though 
I be not ſo unjuſt to deny, that there 
are Ladies ({ome of which I have the 
Happineſs not to be unknown to my ſelf) 
whoſe Excellencies are capable to enno- 
ble their whole Sex : Yer their greateſt 
Accomplithments, compar'd to His Perfe- 
tions, whoſe Gifts they. are, are in that 
Eclipling company, as inconfpicuous as 
the faint Qualities of more ordinary per- 
ſons. As when in aclear Morning, the 
Riſing-Sun vouchſafes to: viſit us, as well 
thoſe bright Stars that did adorn our He- 
miſphere, as thoſe dark ſhades that did 
benight it, vaniſh : Conſonantly where- 
unto, give me leave to obſerve to you, 
Lindamor, that though divers of God's 
Attributes, are , through his goodneſs, 
participated by his Creatures,yert the Scri- 
-Pture makes lo valt a deſparity betwixt 
the Excellencies thar it aſcribes to Men, 
and-; the fame' perfections confider'd as 
they exilt in God, that it ſeems abſolute- 
ly. to. exclude Created Beings from any 
Tile to-thole Attribures ; becauſe they 
polleſs 'rhem bur in a way ſo inferior £0 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine|/ 

| manner, 
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Seraphick Love. X 19 
manner, in which they belong ro God. 

Thus our Saviour ſays to him that (tas 

king him but for a Man) call'd him good, 
Why calleſt thou me good 2 there is none good 1G""* 
but one, (that 1is;) Ged, Thus St. Paul © 
calls God (or Chriſt) the only Potentate, z Tim. 6. 
wbvos Ives, though the Earth be ſhared '* 

by ſeveral Potentares ; and even the de- 

your Emunuch in the Acts, and the depo» aggs.;.. 
ſed Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed Luk.i. 52. 
Virgin in her Canticle, are, in the Ori-. 
inal, ſtyled Potentates, Thus, though 

there be wiſe Virgins as well as fooliſh; M** 255 


and though our Saviour tells us, That the CON 
Children i this World, are, in their Genera- ©? L 


tions, wiſer than the Children of Lizht : Yet 
S. Paul icruples not to term his Maker, ! Tin. t. 
The only wiſe God ; and thus he elſewhere * 


Paraphraſes him, Ze that hath only im- 


| mortality , —_— Angels and humane 


Souls be Dearhleſs. In fo incommunica- 
ble a manner does the Superiority of, .._ .. 
God's Nature make him poſle(s thoſe ve- 18. 
ry Excellencies, which the Ditffuſeſiveneſs 
of his Goodneſs, makes him pleaſed to 
Communicate. I am the more zealous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, (which I muſt deſire you 
to look upon but as a vary'd name for 

C 3 Na 


TO 


_ eſteem'd whatever may be term'd limits 
- more, or deſerve better, an Objedt for 
neſs. were impoſlible. And ſuch a one 


render him ſo- uncapable of being lov'd 


Seraphick” Love. 
Seraphick Lov?) becaule. I have obſerved 
your Paſſion to have been extremely im- 
patient of Confinement,” and tq , have 


to be Priſons. © Few therefore can need 
their Love,for which too immenſe a vaſt- 
is God , whoſe Soveraign perfections 


roo much, that the moſt aſpiring Paſlion 
can ſcarce arrive ({o much,as) to leſſen its 
diſproportion to the Object. Other Patſy 
ons, like other Riyers,are moſt lik'd when 
they . calmly flow within their wonted 
Banks : but of Seraphick Lowe, as of. Nie 
lus the very Inundations might be de 
firable, and his overflowings make hi 
the more welcome. For mortal Beauy 
ties, our Paſſions are like our ſelves: 
if our Stature chance to exceed - a cer- 
tain ſize or Standard, it makes us mone 
ſtrous; but Devotion is like a flawleſs 
Diamond, where the bigneſs Taxes rhe 
yalue, and the unuſuat bulk both rates 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. Tol © 
give God all our loveis the greateſt Com 
mand þoth of the Law and Goſpel (in its 
Fapacious and teeming- Womb , bork| | 

| : _ Comp 
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.q | Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the other 
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Services God requires) and that there is 


.| not more exacted of us, is not, that an 
| Addition were Culpable, bur becauſe ir 
| is Impoſſible. So. noble is the Nature 


of Devotion, that ir admits of failings, 
bur by one of the .Extreams, which is 


| that of Defect. For, Mediocrity, (whoſe 


Office 'tis to reſtrain us from approach- 
ing the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Paſſions 1s an Excellence, is here an Im- 
perfection. Or at leaſt, if Mediocrity be 


*| that which creates Paſſions, ' Virtues, the 
\| Mediocrity of this Love muſt conſiſt in 
1] the Boundleſsneſs of it, fince that is at 
-| which-makes it moſt a Virtue. The Man 
«| after God's own heart, is not afraid to ce-uims 
ml 0wn even to his Maker, an Ardency of 55*/ 


Pſal. 42. 1 


of Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt Sever, ; 


by the ſignificant Metaphor of Thirlſt ; Alimen- 
for, ja 


| and that ſuch a Thirſt too, as makes tl —_— 


panting Hart (by Naturaliſts obſerved .to lib. 4 pare. 
be a very Dry Creature) bray (as Iremem- 7 
ber the Hebrew hath it) for thoſe refre- 
thing ſtreams, whoſe want diſtreſles and 
reduces her to an almoſt gaſping Condi- 


| tion : My wery Soul (faith he) thirfteth for verk. x. 
| God. And we know , that Thirſt is 


not only ſo violent an Appetite, thac ir 
C 4 _ leſſens 


Pal. 119. 
153. 
Ibidem, v. 
136. 


bo 


_ elſe can ſatisfie them. The wealth of both 


" conveniencies, leflen'd by Continuance, 


| pr 164, © God, Mine eyes (ſays he) ſhall be upon the | 
| 6” fairkfat of the Lapd, thet they maydvell with | 
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leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kingdom for a Cup of 


Water : But thirſt doth ſo confine our] 


Longings to what it craves, that nothing 


the Zzdies would not excuſe the want of 
a needed Cup, ſuppoſe their Poſſeſſor tor- 
mented with an Appetite, which cannot 
be quench'd but by Drink. To which I 
a that the uneaſineſs of unrelie- 
ved Thirſt, is not, like that of other in- 


but grows by Laſting, the more Unſup- 
portable. : 'The ſame in{pird Poet ſcru- 
ples not alſo to profeſs fo fenſible and ia 
Active a Concern for God's Intereſts, that 
the zcal of God's Houſe had eaten him mp ; 
and hugely troubled he is, that others 
are not affected with the ſame Zeal. 7 bex 
held (days he) the Tranſereſſors, and was grits 
wea, becauſe they kept not thy Word, Nay, 
Rivers of Waters, (ays he, run down mine 
Eyes, becauſe they kept not thy Law ; and, to 
manifeſt how much the tenderneſs and un- 
reſerv\dneſsof his Love; made him think 
thoſe his Fricnds or Enemies, that were ſo 
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even by Devour Perions, been blam'd 


Seraphick Love. 23 
me : He that walketh perfect in the way, he 


that hate Thee, and am not I grieved with thoſe, 


that riſe up againit Thee 2 I hate them with 
a perfect hatred, I count them mine enemies. 


At this Rate did pious David love his 
Maker ; but he was ſo far from thinking 
this Rate Exceſſive, that, tranſported by the 
Senſe of his Perſonal Diſability, to pay 
thar Divine Object all the Love: that his 
Perfections merired ; he is not content 
to rouſe up all his own Faculties to Praiſe 
God, (Bleſs the Lord, O: my Soxl, and all i. 103. 
that w within me bleſs bs Holy Name) bat 
he invites all the Godly to aſfliſt him in 
the Payment of {o vaſt a Debr. (Love Pal. 117. 
the Lord all ye Saints, for &c.)” And again, * 
(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe hins PA. 138. 
all ye Peeple,) And not content neither fre- * 
quently to do this, as may appear by 
very many Paſſages of his Sacred Poems, 
he extends his Invitation to the Angels, 
and all the other Hoſts of God, and con- 
cludes the Book of Pſalms, with a, jLzs 
every thine that hath breath praiſe the Lord. 
Hallelujah. 

| Nor does it invalidate what. has now ge. ,. 
been delivered, that ſome Men have; 


for 


ſhall ſerve me. Do not T hate them, O Lord, OO 
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for. too much Devotion : for, it was not an |. 


exceſs of Love :- but a want of Diſcreti- 


on, that was guilty of their Faults ; The 


Expreſſions of our Love to God ought to 
be regulated, not by our blind and wild 


 Phancies, but by his revealed Will, (as 


Chrift ſays, If you love me, keep my Com 
m4naments) and therefore it is very poſli- 
ble to: be .Too devout, not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Lowe can be made 
with:too much Ardency, whilſt 'tis con- 
ſider d abſtractedly in it ſelf, and irrela- 
rively to,thereſt ; Bur becauſe that there 
being ſeveral Duties of Love, which re- 
quire an Ardency of it, 'tis injurious to 
exerciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
that belongs chually to. the neglected 


others. | We muſt not (as too many 


 Profeſlors: are now wont to do, of 


whoſe Error you may receive a fuller 
account in ſome other Papers) daſh in 
pieces the two Tables of the Law againſt 
one another ; But muſt fo love God with 
all our. hearts, as to love our Neighbour as our 


felves. You know what our Saviour faith 


to the Phariſees, that Tithed Mint, and 
Cummin, with a neglect of Judgment , 


Math.zz. Mercy,and Faith, thoſe weightier matters 


of the Law; Theſe ought you (iv) to have 


done, 


aids 
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dow, and not to leave the other undone. And; 
| indeed, this Partiality, Zindamor, which 


makes us diſplay: ſo much of the-ſtrength 


and vigor of. our Spirits in ſome Favourite» - 


Duties, that. we can bur languidly and 

funcorily perform thoſe others we are 
leſs fond of, begets in Devotion a Di- 
{caſe, not unlike - 6m new one. in Chul- 
dren we call the Rickerts, which {ome Lear- 
ned Phycians do not improbably conceive 
to ariſe from the unequal Nutrition of 
the parts. For, though none of them res 
ceive exceſlive Nouriſhment, yet ſome of 


them receiving as much as is convenient 


for them, and thereby growing up to 
their natural bigneſs, whilſt others are 
leſs nouriſh'd than (were the Body health- 
ful) they would be, do grow 1o little, 
that the ſounder parts. ſeem over- 


grown, and ſo the diſproportion betwixr 


them and rhe Ricketing ones, makes 
the - whole Body they Compoſe miſhap- 
pen and unweildy. But,  Lindamor , 
this proves: not that we can love God 
too much,'but only that we may im- 
ploy too much _of that Love, in this 
or that way of Expreſſing it. Whilſt 


we are (as Fob yy Inhabitants of theſe job. 4 1g. 


houſes of clay, th 


are many Durics, 
which 


25> 


26 


> Sa 


1 King.19. 
2 
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which do as well C—_ an intenfity 
of our Aﬀections, as thoie which relate 
more immediately to God. As St. Paul 


3*33-3+ tells us, that there is difference bertwixt 
Married and Single perſons, the Afﬀecti- 
- ons of the one being atLiberty to devore 


themſelves more undiſtratedly to God, 
whereas thoſe of the other are diſtracted ; 


(as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker 'and |. 
his Rib.) But, where a dire&t and imme- 


diate Expreſlion of love to God defrauds 
not any other Duty, there it is free from 
the danger of Exceſs. Though Prayers 
may eality be too long, and Faſts grow 
exorbitant ; yet Chriſt could ſpend the 
whole Night in Prayer, and Faſt forty 
days - without immoderatenefs, when 
the other Expreſſions.of his Love to his 
Father, 'and the other>Exerciſes of. his 
Mecdiatory -Function., werc not. there» 
by diſturb'd, bur further'd and promo» 
red. ' And fo Eljah might- inculpably 
faſt long, when that faſting did nor diſ- 
able him to proſecute his Journey to the 
Mount of God ; and though' juſt men 
here on .Earth muſt expreſs their Love 
to their Maſter by (that buſie diſtract- 
ing, and remoter way of Service) trade- 
ing with his Talent truſted to them ; 

yet 
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Seraphick Love. 
yet when their diveſture of Morality dif- 
penſes them from thoſe laborious | and 
avocating Duries to diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations, which are 


| here requilite to be perform'd ; their glo- 


rify'd Spirits may now, without any im- 
moderate Devotion, imploy, I ſay nor, 
their time, but their Eternity it {elf in 


. converling with God, and following- the 


11k 


Lamb whitherſoever he goes. And con- ***+©7 


gruouſly Iobſerve, that the four Myſte- 
rious Beaſts, allow'd to approach neareſt 
to the Throne of God, though rheir 
many wings, and more numerous eyes, 
intimate them of a very active Nature, 
are repreſented to us in the Apocalyple, 
as addicted bur to one Imployment, cea- 
ſing neither day nor night from ſaying, Holy, 


Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; and from Y * 


giving Glory, and Honor, and Thanks unto 
him, And of thoſe that have whited their 
Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, this Ac- 


count is in the fame Book given us, -that ge,.,.r4, 


they are beforc the Throne of God, and ſerve 's 


him day and night in his Temple. Soxtruec 
iS it, thar no degree of Seraphick Love 
can be Exceſfive, nay, not any Expreſ- 
ſion of it immoderate, unleſs it be made 
ſo, not by its greatneſs, bur by irs uſur- 

pation, 


being due, in ſpite of their being great, 


| beſt Complexion) has then moſt ap- 


that memorable paſſage of St. John, 


had God in him, which fupplies ime 


Seraphick Love. 
pation, whereby it either ingroſſes or ins 
vades what belongs to its injur'd and lans 
guiſhing Aſſociates. Our Love unto the 
Creatures 1s a Preſent, but unto God it 
1s a Tribute, and though we may .cafily 
play the Prodigal in parting (over-freely) 
with our Gifts, we can ſcarce be fo in 
the Payment of our Debts; for , be the 
Sums never ſo vaſt we pay away, their 


makes the Disburſment too much an Act 
of Juſtice, to be one of Profuſeneſs. Se- 
raphick Love, (whoſe Paſſionatenels is its 


proach'd its nobleſt meaſure, when it can 
leaſt be meaſur'd : nor ought its extent 
to admir any other limits, than an utter 
diſability to exceed thoſe that terminate | 
it. For he alone loves God as much as 
he ought, that loving him as much as 
he can, ſtrives to repair the deplor'd 
umperfeftion of that Love, with an ex- 
treme regret to find his Love no greater. 
Such a tublimity of Love will beſt En- 
title you the Conſolation accruing from 


where he {ays, that God is Love, ana. |. 
he that dwelleth in Love awelleth in God, 
with a 


forcible 
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forcible Inducement, to invite you to an 
eager aſpiring to a Tranſcedency in De- 
yotion, ſince it may render Self-denial 
ſo eaſie, that 'twill (ar laſt) almoſt di- 
veſt that Name. For, this ſublimer Love 
being, by an intimate Conjunction with 
its Object, wholly devoted to it, and. 
throughly refined from all baſe droſs of 
Selfiſhneſs and intereſt, nobly begers a 
a moſt {ſtrict Union of our Wills with 
God's (or rather) a perfe&t Submiſſion of 
the one to the other. And thus, when it 
is become your Will ro obey His, no 
Diſpenſations of Providence will immo- 
derately diſquiet you, for you poſſeſs 
your Wiſhes in General, and in Bulk, 
though poſſibly not always in - Retail. 


| For, your chiefeſt Deſire being to ſee 


your Maker's Will fulfilfd, your know- 
ledge of his being the Sovereign and un- 
controll'd Diſpoſer of the Events, aſſures 
you, thar all Accidents 'rhat can befall 
you, are but exact Accompliſhments of 
his Will, and conſequently of Yours, fo 


far forth as that is included and compriz'd - 


in His. When you have Reſign'd, or ra- 


. ther Conſign'd, your expropriated Will (if 


I'may ſo call it) to God, and thereby (as 
it were) entruſted him to Will for ww ; 
all 
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all his Diſpoſals of, and his /Diſpenſations 
towards you, are, in effet, the Ads-off 

our own Will, with the advantage of 
their being Directed and Specified by Him. 
Anadvantage thar does at once aſſure you 


God's Wiſdom, Power, and Love to you| 
conſider d, how much more happy muſt 
you be in your Options of his chuſing 
for you, than your immediate own 2 The 
Patient thinks himſelf obliged to grati- 
fie his Phyſician for chuſing for him whar 
forts of Meat he is to feed on ; though 
the Doctor be wont to make ſuch a 
choice for him, as deprives him of the 
Diſhes he beſt likes, and oftentimes con- 
fines him to thoſe he Loaths. Alaſs, How 
often might God {ſay of our Requelts, as 
Chrift did of thoſe of the two aſpiring Dif- 
Tiples, 7e know not what ye ask 2 1 admire, 
and'bluſh to read in an Heathen Satyriſt 
fo Heavenly a Leſſon, as, © | 


Permittes iphs expendere Numinibus, 
quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile nos, 
ſtirs : 


Nam pro  Tucundis Utilia queque tle. 
bunt Dr, Q 


Chariot 
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:Charior eff illis homo, quam fibi mos 


. Zmpulſs , '& caca pravaque Cupidine 


Dadri, 
Conjugium petionus partumque uxord ; 
__ at ills 
 Notum, qui pmeri, qualiſque futura fit 


HX0Y. 


Unto the wiſer Gods the care per- 
_mit, | 

Of what's for us and our Aﬀairs moſt 
Fit. 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; 

To whom Man is, than to himſelf, 
more dear. 

oY by our blinder Paſſions led a- 

ray, | 
Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 


pRay” * 


Which they may chance refuſe us out 


of Love, 
Knowing what both the Wife and 
Boys would prove. 


The Conſideration of which made 


> Heathen Philoſopher ſay, Thar he was 

wont only in general terms to beg 

Good things of the Gods, leaving it to 
D 


them 


Y % 
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them ' to determine - what things wereſ 
good for him. And indeed our ownf( 
Wiſhes are but-roo' commonly as blind as} 
Rachel's, who having ſo eagerly longed|{ 
for Children, ' that fhe..impariently cries, |\ 
Give me Children, or elſe I aye, died ind 
Child-bearing : And as deſtructive to the|) 
Wiſhers, as their Longings prov'd to theſr, 
murmuring faelites.,, who loathing theſy 


"x 11. wholeſome Manna, (that Bread of Anpzels)|li 


God. had provided for them, are theirſy 
own Bane 1n the Fleſh they had fo gree-JV 
dily luſted for. Thus, Lindamor; that. fofdi 
aftrighting Virtue of  Self-denial proves[G 
ro be -little more than a. Son's Letter offin 
Attorney to his Father, 'of whoſe pater-JA 
nal Kindneſs and conſummate Abiliries|th 
in the management of Afairs, his confi-|w. 
dence amounts unto a certainty. Nay, tillſex 
my ſecond Thoughts check'd the over-ſpi 
forward Impetuoſity of my firſt, I was a-|th 
bout to add, Since God reſents an-infiniteſpu 
fatisfaction in the Accompliſhment of his|of 
own Will, your Making over your whole 

Will tro God, will impart to you that Fe-J{o 
lictty, proportioned - to the degree of rheſple 
Refignment. And as the Eye, whilſt by theſed 
Oprick Nerve ty'd unto - the Head, 1aſpe 
ching'd, can taſte Delights, which M0 g orc 

—_ 
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e[ dead to, being once ſever'd from it, though 
n{ (otherwiſe) it enjoy © the beſt Condition 
Sfof which its inanimate Nature can be 
d{ſuppos'd to be capable : So may your 
S, | Will by an Identity or Sameneſs (in Ten- 
n{dency, though not in Nature) with your 
elMakers, as 'twere Engrafted into Gods, 
efreceive a new and enlarged Capacity , 
elwhich will enable you to contain and re- 
[liſh Joys, highly tranſcending thole , 
Ir|which the fulleſt Fruition of your private 
>-|Wiſhes -were able to create. Thus Self- 
denial is a kind of Holy Aſſociation with 
$]God, and (by making you his Partner) 
offintereſſes you in all his Happineſs and 
r-JAcquiſitions. And conſonantly we ſee 
es]that Glorify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, 
1-[) whoſe Will have the moſt exquiſite and 
Hexat Conformity to Gods, enjoy a Hap- 
r-|pineſs moſt approaching his ; whereas 
a-Jthe Apoſtare Spirits, in a confirm'd re- 
telpugnancy to his Will, find the extremr 
i5Þof wretchednels. pr 
But though I dare not own, Lindamor, 
(o-bold a Sally, yer I dare without ſcru- 
ple improve the Diſcourſe that preceed- 
ed it, ro make out to you an advanta- 
alpeous difterence of Seraphick Love from 
Sfordinary Flames. For, he that makes, 
d D 2 a pre- 
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a Prefent of his Heart ro any. Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it, anc 
Lodging it with her own, grows ſubject tc 
have it wounded in her Breaſt. Thoſe mill 
fortunes reach him that would fotherwil 
terminate in her : Her afflictions torme 
him, whilſt his own reprieve him; and 
the Felicity of two Perſons grows requi 
fire to make. one Happy. The letting 
out our Love” to' mutable Objects, doth 
bur. intarge our Hearts, and make then 
the wider marks for Fortune, and capa 
ble of being wounded in more places 
for, although Love may as well make ut 
participate the Joys, as reſent the infelj 
cities of the parties lov'd ; yet even th 
leaſt unhappy Perſons do in fo fickle-and 
{o tempeſtuous a Sea, as we all find thi 
World, meet with fo many more eithe 
crols'Winds, or {tormy Gults, than pro 

{perous Gales ; and we are {o much mort 

{ſenſible of Pain than Pleafure, (an aching 

Corn, though lefs than a Sickneſs, unfitg 
ring us to reliſh the otherwiſe perfedp# 
health of the whole Body) that event 
Friendſhip it ſelf though a much calmer aft 
fection than Love, ought to bedeclin'd ag-O 
injurious to our quict, did we conſider 
it but as a Partnerſhip of Fortunes, nal P: 

a 


if an exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 
wiſer Love ſettles it {elf on God, is not 
tel only by the Immutable, and even Eſſer- 
tial Happineſs of that adorable: Object, 
Wſccurd from participated Infelicities; but 
mn finds his perſonal Croſſes and Dilſtreſſes 
ſweetned by conſidering , that what he 
A moſt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 
Jl as willing in due time to make him ſo. 
f And though Seraphick Love makes us par- 
my take bur God's Felicities, yet his accep- 
I tance of.it makes him reſent our ſorrows: 


1} the Prophet of God, and of the /ſraelites. 
4 And ſo the Son of God, ( who is ſo much 
J'One with thoſe that love him, that both 
{-he as the Head,and they as the Members 
g-are ſometimes, as making up one Body, 


4 high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- ** 
x nal or immediate perſecutions, calFd out 
po} to Say! for an intention of harming thoſe 
t4 that lov'd him, Sal, Saul, why perſecuteſf 
A-150% me ? And to demonſtrate the tender- 
j-nels of this compaſſion , the Propher 
f-lays ro the return'd 7ſraelites, concerning 


of In all their afflictions he was afflidted, {ays Ela. 6:.. 


| call'd by one Name, Chriſt ) though as i cor. 14. 


1 God, Ze that touchth you toucheth the 92**+8. 


l- Appl: of his Eye. Nor is God's Com- 
q paſſion like a Miſtreſſes, a grieving only, 
| D 3 and 
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and an uſeleſs Pity, whereby the ſuffer- 
ing Lover is oftentimes, leſs comforted, 
as it proceeds from her kindneſs,than af- 
flicted, becauſe it breeds her diſquiet ; but 
God's is - a Compaſlion, though Active, 
yet Serene, and worthy of him: 
without producing the diſcompoſure, pro- 
duces the Effects of the moſt ſeniible 
Pity, by engaging him to a timely re- 
lief and reſcu :- As that freſhly mentioned 
Expreſſion, I» all their afflictions he was 
affiited, is immediately followed by, and 
the Angel of his preſence ſaved them ; in hs 
love, and in his pity he redeemed them, an 
he bare them and carried them all the days « 
old. Yes, this Pity, for its not diſturbs 
ing God's Happineſs, enclines him not 
the leſs to expreſs a Senſe of our Miſcries, 
and makes us find (to uſe a Scripture 
Phraſe,as Iwould render it) xe ds Luz 
Reb. 416: Coa-94ar (Grace for an opportune relief, T lay, 
with the Divine Writer, ar opportune” of 
ſeaſonable relief ; becauſe it comes: nat 
always when it is moſt deſired ; but 
when it is moſt fit; and when that 
is, he that hath at once all. preſent, 
paſt, and future things in his proſpect, 
is fitteſt to determine. Chriſt's words 
AR 1. 7, © his Diſciples, (1t-# not for you to oy 
the 


elf, which,l 
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Seraphick Love. 
tht Times or the Seaſons, which the Father 

hath pat in hs own power) ate applicable to 

more Caſes than that which  occafion'd 

them. The Canaanitiſh Woman mult-pur Mu. 727. 

up a Refuſal, and the Reproachful name 

. of a Dog, (which yer by the way, was a 
Paraphraſe commonly enough us'd by the 

Jews of the Heathen, and as ſuch was 
underſtood by this 't:«»% Gentile not Greek.) weigs je 
The Tfaclites (compriſing the Patriachs **r%on 


; : . toSyrophe- 
their Progenitors) were reduced to wait Crs, oi 


Four hundred and thirty years, e're they = =_= 
were introduced into the Promis'd Land; ©99-x- 
and during a great part of that long 

of] ſpace of time, languiſh'd and groan'd ©** #77: 
y| under the heavy Burthens, and other as 

x| heavy Preſjures, of the as cruelly as un- 

s,| ucceſsfully Politick Aeyptians. St. Paul Ezek. 28, 
re himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the re- > Cai ihe: 
-J moval of that rude 9#ia:4 74 ozg #iv> Thorn 7: 

7,| fo the fleſh (whatever that may mean ) 

x] Nay, of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her Luk. 2.48. 
x| ſelf, her Divine Son would not be found : 
| till che third Day, though the ſought him 

td forrowing. And Lazarus,to whom,even 

tf during. his Sickneſs, he -youchfafed (a 

| Title, to which all Ceſars were but Tri- 

s fles) the ſtyle of Friend, which embold- job. rr. >. 
y] ned the pious Har; to Paraphrate him 
t D + by 
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Mai. $3: 


his Reſeue. being deferr'd, - till it was 


by a, He whom thou low ſt ) was permitred 
not only to. Lye a dying,. but to Die'; 


thought Fo Rn and was {o indeed 
to . any .lels Power than Omnipotence. 


| Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 


Diſtreſs is unrelieyable by his Power, ſo 
no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with his 
Compaſiion, no, not with his Friendſhip, 
He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Prophets, is 
in the- laſt of them repreſented under the 
notion ofa Refiner: and 'tis not the cuſtom 
of Refiners to ſnatch the beloy'd Metal, 
out of the Fire, as ſoon as it: feels the vio- 
lence of that purifying Element, nay, nor 
as ſoon as it is Melted by it; bur rhey let 
it long endure the brunt of the active 
Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts, till it 
have ſtood its due time in the Fire, and 
there obtain'd its full Purity and Splendor. 
And I hope, you will give one that con- 
verſes with Furnaces, though he be no Pre- 


tender to the Philoſophers Stone, leave to | 


tmplore a Chimical Metaphor,and obſerve, 
that though in Afﬀflictions, eſpecially Na- 
tional or Publick Calamities, God often- 
times ſeems to make no diſtindtion be- 
twixt: the Objets of his Compaliton, 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
involving 
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| Seraphick Love. 


involving them in the ſame Deftiny ; 


yet his Pre-ſcience and intentions make a 
vaſt diflerence, where his ' Inflitions do 


not feem to make Any : As, when on the 


ſame-Teſt, and with the ſelf-ſame Fire, 
we urge as well the Gold, as the blended 
Lead;or Antimony ; but with fore-know- 
ing and deſigning ſuch a diſparity in the 
Events, as to Conſume the ignobler Mi- 
nerals, or blow them oft into Droſs or 
Fumes, and make the Gold more pure and 
full of Luſtre. 

It is true, Lindamor, and (not to be ſuf(- 

ed of Partiality towards a Love which 
{o lirtle needs it, -to be thought fit to be 
preferr'd before ail other Pattions) I ihall 
acknowledge it, that the Happinets reſul- 
ting from thoſe many Prerogarives, I have 
encieavour'd to diſcover to you in a Tran- 
{cendent degree of Seraphick Love, is mo- 
derated by the EfieRs of that Sublimiry) 


pleat Fruition, of its pertect and Divine 
Object. Such atpiring Sallies of the-lony- 
ing Soul made the languiſhing Spoule 1n 
the Carticies cry out, Stay 3:2 with Flag- 
gons, comfort me with Apples, for 1 ar fick of 
Such made the raviiſh'd Apolile 
deſire to return ( for io I ſhould ratner 
traniiate 


an: 2 
fs > 
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Sect. of 


the Eager Delires it creates of a more com- 


Cant 2. F. 


Pali. 1,.23s 
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 Seraphick Lowe. 
ttanſlate the word, 4 42%, there, and fo 


36 *2-T find it *elſewhere to ſignific) and tobe 


Pfal. 42.1, 
2. 


Mar. 5. 6. 


. Rev. 22, 
17. 


with Chriſt : And the inſpird Poet thus 
expreſſes his Longings to the Bleſſed Ob- 
ject of them, As the Fart panteth after the 


 water-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O 


God. _ My Soul thirfteth for God, for the liv- 
ins God: when ſhall T come and appear be- 
fore God 2 But Lindamor, it was fit that to 
elevate our thonghts and wiſhes to Hea- 
ven, ſome peculiar, and elſewhere Incom-= 
nunicable degree of Joy, ſhould be re- 
{erv'd for us there. And 'tis a good 
Sign, and ſuch as worldly Objects cannot 
boaſt; when the Incompleatneſs of our Se- 
raphick Lover's happineſs in his Fruitions, 
proceeds not from their want of Satisfa- 
Ctorine(s, but his want of an entire Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. And let me tell you, 
Lindamor, that even this uneaſie State, of 
Separation,is {weetned withas much Allay 
aS1s conſiſtent with its being a Grief. For, 
the Divine Evidence and Teacher of Gods 
Love, pronouncing a Thirit after Perfe- 
tion to be a Title to it, (according to thoſe 
Scriptures, Bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſn:ſs;for thy ſhall be ſatisfied. 
And,Let him that i athirſt come, and whofote 
ver will let him:takeof the water of Life freely 
an 


Seraphick Lowe. 
and the Joys of Heaven being fo vaſt, 
that they diffuſe their Nature to all. the 
Sf grounded hopes men have to obtain 
> | them ; each new affurance is anew degree 
x | of them, and is acceptable to our hope, 
0] though uncaſie ro our deſires. And theſe 
= | baitings at compleat Felicity, thould 
= | not be more unwelcome for the preſent 
> | difquiet they ſuppoſe, than the contra- 
-{| ry for the zeal they argue and the 
- | Felicity they. promiſe. For this Produ- 
- | ctionof the Spirit in our Hearts may be 
| | juſtly termed as the Spirit himſelf in Scri- 
- 


prure is, Ay earzeſt; which though by 
being ſuch, it confeſles it {elf nor to be , c.;.;. 
| the entire Sum, yer is not only a part © 
- | it, bur a Pledge: And, Lindamor, how 
{upportable is this thus qualify'd, Allay 
| | of the Joys of Seraphick Love, in compa- 
riſon of the difquiets, and the torments 
chat are wont to attend {enfual Love? I 
{hall nor loſe time ro enumerate how ma- 
ny it is ſuppos'd to have; ſent to rheir 
Graves; becauſe, though I tind thoſe Tra- 
gical Stories rife enough in Romances, 
yet I find them Rarities every. where but 
1n thoſe fabulous Compoſlures; and though 
[ have had the Curiotity to viſit ſome of 
thoſe warmer Regions, wherethe Flames of 
Love 


Seraphick Love, 
Love are [thought to burn with more 


violence, yet'(-bating the Duels and the 


Pox ) I remember not to have obſery'd 
Love to have ever been the death of any 
Man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſophers, 
who make Reaſon the Etlential Con- 
{tituent Form of a Man : we will affirm, 
that Love, by dethroning Reaſon, though 
it leave the Lover alive, doth kill the 
Man. Burt, though IT am loth to put 10 
bad a Compliment upon Mankind, as to 
ſay, That Love is wont to deitroy Mens 
Lives; yer I think it would be nocalumny 
to fay, it much diſquiets them. I could 
ask you, How long many a Lover muſt 
continue a Servant to purchale the Honor 
of being taken notice of to be fo? And I 
could recruit that Queſtion with pretty 
Nore of others of the like nature, bur char 


[ ſuppoſe your Memory will fave my Pea 


the labour of repreſenting to you the 


Torments of Love, which they that feel 


them, would little leſs juitly than they do 
frequently ſtile Marryraoms, it the great- 
nets only, without the Cauſe and Qbicct of 
Men's ſufferings, {uftic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Conairion 
of Lovers be in Romances ſo dexteroul- 
ly and delightfully defcrib'd, thar _ 
aaly 
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 Seraphick Love. 


only ſanguine Readers are tranſported, 


bat even I my ſelf have been ſurprized in- 
to inclinations, to admire and envy their 
Felicity ; yet when fome I was concern'd 
for, have been really concern'd and en- 
gag'd. in ſomeativencures, my envy quick- 
ly turn'd into pity. For, the Repulles, 
x © Regrets, the Jealouſies, the Fears, the 
Abſenſes, the Deſpairs, and the reſt ofthe 
afflicting Difquiets of Lovers ; / though in 
well-writ Romances they are ſoon read 
over by the diverted Peruſer ;' yet they 
areinot ſo ſoon weather'd out, - nor fo ea-. 
ſily ſupported by the diſconſolate Lover, 
whole Infelicities, though they may be 
perhaps, ſo handſomely deplor'd, as to. 
delight the Reader ; yer truſt me, Lin- 
aamor, "tis a much happier condition to 
be free from misfortunes , than to be 
able to complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with delight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by ſom: rare 
Artiſt's Penſil ; but when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds that blew 
me out of Hollayd, I found a real Storm 
a very troubleſome and uneaſte thing : 
ſo the condition. of a Lover , though 
drawn by a ſmogth Pen ,. is wont 
ſtrangely to atiet and pleaſe us ; yet 
when 
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Seraphick- Love. 
when Men are really engaged in it, they 


find it full of Hardjhips and Diſquiet. It. 


1s a much better Condition to be look'd 


on than embrac'd; and Experience gives 


Men -of it much ({adder and) more un- 


welcome Notions than Deſcription did. 


Nor Phancy, Lindamor, that the' Trou- 


bleſomeneſs of your Sufferings in Love 


proceeded but from their not being ac- 
ceptable to her for whom you endured 
them ; for had your Miſtriſs Crown'd 
them with Myrtle, and prov'd as kind 
to you as Zymen could have made her, 
yet, 1 fear, ſhe could have recompenc'd 
you but by diſabuſing you,and could not 
have freed you from the need of Happi- 
neſs, but only from a miſtake concern- 
ing it ; For, methinks, Lindamor, molt 


. of theſe Tranſitory Goods, that we are 


to fond of, may not unfitly be refſembled 
to the Senſitive Plant, which you havg 
admir'd at S7oz-Garazz ; for as, though we 
Gaze on it with Attention and Won- 
der, yet, when we come to touch it, 
the Coy deluſive Plant immediately 
flirinks in its diſplayed Leaves, and 
Contracts it ſelf into a Form and Di- 
menſions , - diſadvantageouſly differing 
from the former; which it again re- 
CoVers 
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Seraphick Love.” 
covers by degrees, when touch'd no more: 


| So theſe Objects that Charm us ar a di- 


d | ſtance, and whilſt gaz'd on with the 


En v» 37 yan 'g . Pn — Gab Oe i Hd 


Eyes of ExpeQation and Deſire; when a 
more -immediate Poſſeſſon hath put them 
into our Hands, their former Luſtre ya- 
niſhes, and they appear quite differing 
things from what before they ſeem'd ; 


though after Deprivation or Abſence hath 


made us forget their Emptineſs, and we 
be reduc'd to look upon them again at a 
diſtance, they recover in moſt Mens eyes 
their former Beauty,and are as capable as 
before to inveigle and delude us. I nwſt 
add, Lindamor, that when I compare to 
the Senſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tran- 
fitory things, that are flatter'd with the 
Title of Goods, I do not out of that 
number except moſt Miſtreſſes. For, 
though I am no ſuch Enemy to Matrimo- 
ny, as ſome (for want of underitanding 
the Raillery, I have ſometimes us'a in. 
ordinary Diſcourſe) are pleas'd to think 
me, and would not refute you my Ad- 
vice (_ I would not ſo readily give 
you my Example) to turn Votary to 
Hymen ; yer I have oblerv'd fo few Hap- 
py Matches, and {ſo many unfortunate 
ones; and haye fo rarely teen Men love 
their 
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 Seraphick. Dpoe. | | 
their Wives at the rate they did, whilſt» 
they were their Miſtreſſes; that I wons. 
der not that Legiflators,thought it nes! 
ceſlary to make Marriages indiſloluble,! 
to make them Laſting. And I cannori 
fitlier- compare Marriage than to Lots 
tery ; for in both, he that ventures may: 
ſucceed, and may miſs, and if he draw' 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his: 
Venture : But .in both Lotteries there! 
lies pretty ſtore of Blanks for every' 
Prize. And for your particular, ' Lin- 
aamor, the World is much miſtaken in; 
both your Humors, if Hermione's and! 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable , that'( to: 
make haſtefrom {onice a SubjeR) had ſhe 
juſtify'd your expectation of her kind- 
neſs, you would have poſſeſs'd the Perſon 
without poſſeſſing the Happineſs you ex- 
pected : And might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly diſappointed by her Grant, 
as you were by her Change. 

But I forget, Lindamer , that I re- 
ſolv'd\not to inſiſt on Parallels , and 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 
Difcourlſe my Pen has flipt into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 
compar'd with ordinary Love ; I hall 
Venture to enccurage you to the For- 
mer, 
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}[ mer, by ſhewing you, that your paſt ad- 


ditedneſs. to the latter, may prove ſer- 
yiceable to you in it: Yes, Lindamor, 1 
ſhall not ſcruple to-tell you, rhat your 


ſtrong pailion for Hermione may not a lit- 
tle facilitate your Devotion, partly by 


breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
that faſtned your Aﬀection to unſatisfying 
Objeds, and reſtrain'd ir from ſoaring to 
the ſublimeſt; and partly, by axalting your 
Paſſion to a Height fir for Seraphick Flames: 
For, Love hath this of Noble, that ir 
makes us diveſt our ſelves of Selfiſhneſs, 
ſlight fortune,quier,ſafery,honour,life, and 
af our own Concernments, when their 
coming into Competition with the Loy'd 


- [parties Intereſts, may render their ſacrifice 


acceptable ro her; and makes us think 
Goods or Ills deferve thoſe names, bur as 
they come tous From or Through Her, You 
could ſcarce have Learn'd a better Leſſon, 
even from a much better Maſter ; for, Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to ( what is 
thought moſt difficult in that Virtue ) 


the Acts of Self-denial, you need almot- 


bur Transfer your Flames from an Infe- 
rior and Miſtaken, to their True and 


Nobleſt ObjeA, and you will have ex-+ 


alted and refined your Love into Devo- 
E iON 5 
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tion; to the latter. of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of the firſt is fuch a Ditpoſition; 
as the having formerly, by looſer Airs, and 
( perchance). wanton/Songs, lcarn'd\roi Inf 
prove and ro Command ones Voice, .is;td 
_ the $kill of Singing thoſe devout Hymn; 
and Heavenly Anthems ; in which':rheſſ; 
Church-Militant ſeems ambitious ro:emuiſ; 
hte the Triumphant, and Eccho- back rhidf, 
ſolemn Praiſes and Hallelujahs of the Cas 
leſtial Quire. And, as by Hunting, though : 
( poſſibly) we follow but ſome poot fugil];; 
tive Hare, orſome ſuch Trifling Game, wefc 
gain thar Vigor, thar Sufference, and;Ad;; 
gility, that fits us for the Toils and/Milis 
tary Hardijhips that are exacted in'thefz 
purſuit of Glory, and of: Empite : - $q A 
though - in Love {( Devotion's Prentices iv 
ſhip ) the Courted - Creature. be ofralf,; 
confiderable enough; ro make our Ele! nf 
Ctions fit to be' numbred among tut; 
as thoſe that made Love be 'Painted 4 
Blind ; yer in the- Progreſs and CondudtF; 
of our Paſſion, we contract ſuch dil-in-fr, 
tereſſed and reſign'd Habitudes, as, bes: 
ing preferr'd to- terve Celeſtial Objects; I. 
do excellently qualifie ''us for Devo*J 
tion. And in efte&t, a fervent Lover 
{eems little leſs than Deyotion- -mils Fo 
F acdreſt, We 
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Seraphick Love. > 
addreſt, where our own very expreſſions 
may ſerve to. diſabuſe us ; For, when 
you. gave your Mittreſs the ſtyle of 
"1 Goddeſs, and talk of nothing 'to | her, 
J but of Offering up of Hearts, Adoring,Sa- 
My crifices, Martytdoms ; aoes not all this 
imply, that though it be ſaid to Her, "tis 
meant to a Divinity, which is fo. much 
the True and Genuine Object of Men's 
"I Love, that we cannot exalrt that paſſion 
þ for any other, without inveſting it with 
HIthe Notions and Attributes of God? As 
” Children diſcloſe the inbred kindneſs 

they have for thoſe perſons, by calling 
"Ithe Babies they moſt doat upon by their 
hy dear Mother's, or lov'd Nurſes Names. 
I And, as Aaron, and the revolting Jews, by RO 
5 juſtifying to themſelves their Adoration , © * 
Jof the Idols they had ſer up by attributing which iris 
pj the Title of God to what they had a- —_— 
4 dor'd, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration e Few 
jo to be due only to the Deity : fo does a chime, 
*ILover, by naming what he worſhips, a ' 773: 
Divinity, tacitly confeſs the Deity to be — 


>the proper Object of that higheſt and'pe- name of 


the true 


liar ſtrain of Worſhip. God - 
& :. And this Truth, Lindamer, the very 5:8. 8: 
z| lckleneſs of Lovers concurs to teſtific : 
y, for what Men call, and think Incon- 
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ſtancy, is nothing but a chaſe of þ 4 
Peanties; which Ho Love cho BY 
lows. and ſeeks in ſeveral Objects, be- 
cauſe he finds it not entire in any Onez 
for, Creatures have but {ſmall and obſcure 
fragments of it, which cannot fix, nor {a- 
tistie an appetite, born for, and ( though 
unwillingly) aſpiring unto God : who is 
proclaim'd the true and proper Object of 
our Love, as well by Mens fickleneſs to 
Women, as the Angel's conſtancy to Him. 
Juſt as the trembling reſtle{snefs of the 
Needle in any but the North Point of the 
Compals proceeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to the Pole; its Paſſion for 
which, both its Wavering and its Reſt 
bear equal witneſs tro. That unſatix 
fy'dneſs with tranfirory Fruitions, -that 
Men deplore as the Unhappinefs of 
their Nature, is indeed the Priviledge of 
it ; as 'tis the Prerogative of Men not to 
care for, or be capable of, being pleas'd 
with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doat upon, and 
make the ſole Objets of their Deſires 
and Joys, And by this you may, Lis 
damor, in ſome degree, imagine the ut 
imaginable Suavity, that the fixing 


ones Love on God iS able to bleſs rhe 
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Soul with ; fince, by ſo indulgent a Father, 
and competent a Judge as God himlelf, 
the decreed, uncontentingneſs. of all other 

oods, is thought richly repaired by its 
x08 but an aptneſs to prove a Riſe to 
our Love's {ctling there. 


FI 


And hitherto, my deareſt Lindamor, 1 Sea. $ 


have endeayour'd to recommend unto you 
Seraphick Lowe, by mentioning ſome of its 
properties, which ſeem to relate more tq 
the Love it ſelf, than to the Divine Ob- 
je of it. But I fear you'll think I have 
roo long entertain'd you with conſidera- 
tions, which, beſides that they are not al- 
together the importanteſt that belong to 
this diſcourſe, I have been, by haſte re- 
duc'd to Pen in the unaccurate Order, 
wherein they offer'd themſelves to my 
thoughts, not the Method” wherein I 
ſhould have preſented them to Yours. 


_ - And therefore, Lindamor, ſince the g,.g jc. 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives ro the 
Love of God conſiſt in his own infinite 
Perfections and Prerogatives'; and ſince 
the Properties of God's Love ta us do 
advantage us much more, ( and conſe- 
quently are likelier to endear Devotion 
to us ) than thoſe of ours to him: The 


former port only moving” God to kin- 
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dle-in us, but to cheriſh and Foment, andff 
(if our own wilful extinction interpoſe]]. 
not) to Crown the latter : For both thele 
Reaſons, I ſay, Lindamer, T doubt not but 
you'll think it ſeaſonable for me to pro 
ceed, to conſider that higher ſort of Moz 
tives to Devotion, and to evince, that the 
ſeveral things which are wont moſt to 
engage and heighten our affeftions, do, 
in a peculiar and tranſcendent manner, | 
thine forth and Conſtellate in God || ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
d 
| 
| 
| | 5 
That, . you know, which enamour'd youf| x 
{ 
(f 
\ 
ſ 
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of Hermione, 1 need not prove to you, tg 
have been your ſuppoſing her full of 
Lovelineſs and Excellencies in her ſelf; 
and you believing, that the Love ſhe 
youchſafed- you was Great, Free, Con: 
ſtant, _ or Advantageous to you. And 
that all theſe properties do not only emi: 
nently exiſt, but Yluſtriouſly concur in 
God, and his Love ; I muſt now, Lindsl. 
20r, ( with ſtrong deſires of doing i: pros 
ſperoully') attempt to manifeſt. 

Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
God's due, by the Excellency and Pre- 
rogative'of his Nature. - But, truſt me, 
Lindamor, when neceſſitated by a Me- 
thod exated by the nature of this dif- 
coutſe (I find my ſelf engaged to fay 


lome 
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il ſomething by way of celebration-of God's 
I -Perfections: - I am very ſenſible, I can 

.but detract from what I defire to: Praiſe, 

and muſt inevitably appear unable to_ 
ſpeak Worthily of a Theme, to which 

even Seraphimsthemieclves cannot do Right. 

ef And if, as the Scripture aſſures us, | thoſe 

of things even fell not under the Senfes, nor 

entred the Thoughts of Men, which God * ©=9- 
| has reſery'd for thoſe that love him; how 

| incffable and incomprehenſible nmuſt thoſe 

uf things be which he -has-referv'd for Him- 

oO] ſelf > the infinite Superiority of his Na+ 

If ture above all Created Beings, placing a 

5Þ vaſt diſparity betwixt his greateſt com- 

El municated Vouchfafements, and his 

-F Boundleſs, and therefore to Creatures In- 

d communicable, Perfections. 

| Wonder not therefore, Lindamor, that 

af my weak Eyes dare nor dwell -long 

-$ upon an: Object, which they cannot 

"I ſtedfaſtly gaze on long without being 

Þ| daztd: And do not marvel, that Lirru- 

FI ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 

"| mention of Perfetions, which make the 

» | higheſt Hyperboles but ſeeming : ones : 

"| Both God's Nature and his Word 'de- 

-| claring him to be exalted above all Bleſs x1. g. 5, 
| fing and Praiſe, 'If it were fealonable, 
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| Goodneſs, as may juſtly raviſh us to an 
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Lindamor, to entertain our ſelves but withlll - 


thoſe Attributes of God, which are. Le 
gible or Conſpicuous in the Creation; 
We might there diſcern the admirable 
Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, ſuch un- 


ſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch exuberant 


Amazement at them, rather than a bare 
Admiration of them. And I mult needs 
acknowledge, Lindamor, that when with 
bold Teleſcopes T ſurvey the Old and New- 
Iy diſcover'd Stars and Planets that adorn 


the upper Region of the World; and 


when with excellent Microſcopes I diſcern 


in otherwiſe inviſible Objects, the unimi- 
table Subtilty of Nature's curious Work: 
manſhip ; and when, in a word, by the 
help of Anatomical Knives, and . the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 


Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſs ||. 


ſes of Ariſtotle, Epicurus, Paracelſus , 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learn'd Ex: 
poſitars of that Inſtructive- Volume ; 1 


find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd to ex: | 


claim. with the Pſalmiſt, How manifold | 


are thy Works, OLord? in Wiſdom haſt 
thow made them all | And when I have 
been loſing my ſelf in admiration. of 
what I underſtand not, but enough 
to 
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b 0 admire, and not to Comprehend ; I 
> am often obliged to interrupt or break off 


my Enquiries, by applying tothe Works 
of God's Creation the Expreſſion us'd b 

St. Paul, of thole of his Providence, O the 
depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 33- 
knowledge of God | how unſearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways untraceable! And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
rentive Conſideration of any other of 
God's Attributes deſervedly produce. 
But having elſewhere treated of this Sub- 


< in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 


Lindamoer, invite you to conſider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe that are Conſci- 
ous to their having Virtue enough in them- 
ſelves, to make them prize it in others,are 
in love with Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other 
Heroes,that did Ennoble,and almoſt Exceed 


 Mankind,upon the bare knowledge of their 


Virtues; although from them we derive 
no perſonal adyantage,(their death having 
numerous Ages preceded our Nativity. ) 


| Since then we pay ſo much diſintereſt love 
. toſame few faint and il-refin'd Virtues, that 


ne't did profit us; how much on ſuch a 
Score,and at that Rate, ſhould we love him, 
who ſo poſſeſſes all Perfeftion, thateach of 
his Perfections is Infnite 2 Were you and I 

Our 
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our owh Creators, Lindawor, and wholly | 
independent upon God, without either 
Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty ; his 


native Excellencies, and what he has done 
for others, ſhould ſurely Ravith us, and 
Enamour us of Him. 'Though his Benefits 


_- to us did not entitle him to our Love, his 


(which places him fo high 


Ifai. 6. 7. 


Eſlence ( the Source and only Motive of 
thoſe Benefits) would give him a Right to 
it; and though we ow'd him nought for 
what weare, we yer ſhould owe him Loye 
for. whar he is. - He is that glorious Sun, 
from whom ( as Beams) all created Perfe- 
cons flow, and in whom they all concen- 
tre. To omit God's Sovereign Majeſty, 
... that but to 
own for him ſo Familiar and Levelling an 
affection, as Love, much more to expect 
to be Relov'd by Him, were not the leaſt 
ſawcy Prefimption Man' could be guilty 
of, did not his own Commands make it a 
Duty) Not to inſiſt on this, ] ſay, Let us a 
while conſider that proper and peculiar at? 
traction of Love, his Lovelinefs ; which 
is ſuch, thar did we bur once ſce it, all 
Creature-competitions : ( even we being 
Judges) would then be as impoſſible as 
they are now unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan- 
geliffs Prophetick Viſions, the a. 209 

1em- 
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themſelves (thoſe glorious ornaments of 


the Celeſtial Hierarchy)are repreſented as 
covering their Faces in God's preſence, ei- 
ther bluthing at their Comparative Defor- 
mity, or unable to ſuſtain the unqualifi'd 
ſplendor of ſo Divine brightac(s ; whence 
perhaps it became of old the Jewith faſhion 
(as ſome frequent expreſſions in their Wri- 
cers intimate) when they went to pray, to 
veil their heads and faces ; ( though.now 
I have in their Synagogue ſeen themonly 
cover their head, , not their faces, with 
thoſe white Garments they wear at their 
publick - Devotions.) And, Lindamor, if 
Meſ:s's face, by but a few days converle 
with God, reflected ſuch a Light as dazl'd 
mortal Eyes; and if his ſwift, Poſts the 
Angels, when {ent 'on Errands to us here 
on Earth, even when they may be {uppos'd 
(if I may ſo ſpeak)to, wear their travelling 
Cloaths, and ſtood.as much to, our, ftail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, ' they ap- 
pear to us in, do, in {pight of that dark- 
ning Condeſcenſion, ſo much Tranſcend 


| all Objects here on Earth, that the Scrip- 


ture often mentions, that'even thoſe that 
aſpird to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded art their preſence : And if, in 
this veiling habir, they appear ſo _— 

that 


Pfal. 54. 9. 


2 King.2. 
Ll. 


Gen. 24. 
10--5F. 


Seraphich Love: T 
that their thus diſadvantaged Beauty is; 
made the Complement and Hyperbole 
of that Quality ; what may we, or rather, 
what may we not conclude of God him- 
ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, Ze that 
planted the Far ſhall he. not hear ? he that for- 
med the Eye ſhall he not ſee > That is, he that 
imparts a Faculty, or an Excellence to the 
Creature, ſhall not he himſelf much more 
eminently poſſeſs it > and in eftet, the 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties are but 
faint ſhadows, (or trulier, Foils) of His. 
Thoſe drops of Pretrineſs, ſcatteringly 
{ſprinkled amongſt the Creatures, were de- 
1gn'd to Defecate and Exalt our Concep- 
tions, not to Inveigle or Detein our Paſſt- 
ons; for, God did ne'er intend them to ter- 
minate our Love, but only by our Eyes to 
exalt our Faith above them, and by the || 
Beauties our ſight can apprehend to raiſe us 
to a confidence, that there is in their Au- 
thor more than we can either See or Com- 
prehend. Like Elijah's fiery Chariots, 
though they be pure and bright,and conſiſt 
of the nobleſt and gloriouſeſt Materials, 
they are meant by God but to carry us up 
to Him. Andas the Patriarchs Steward was 
furniih'd with ſo ſumptuous an Equipage 


to court Rebecca, nat for himſelf, but for 
Iſaac 
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Tac ; fo all the Lovelineſs imparted to 
the Creature is lent it, but to give us ſome 


more large Conceptions of that vaſt Con- 
fluence and immenſity that exuberates in 
God. To make the righteſt uſe of fa- 
ding Beauties, you mutt conſider God 
and them, as you were wont to do your 
Miſtreſſes Picture,and its Chryſtal Cover : 
Where , though that native Glaſs were 
Pure and Lovely, and very richly ego, 
yet to gaze on it, was not the chiefeſt bu- 
ſineſs of your Eye ; nor did you in it ter- 
minate your ſight, but greedily look 
through and beyond it,upon .the adored 
Image that ſolid veil betraid. Methinks Se- 


raphick and our common Lovers behold 


exterior Beauties with a difference reſem- 
bling that wherewith Children and Aſtro- 


' nomers conſider Galiles's Optick Glaſles, 


( with one of which 7eleſcopiozs, that I re- 
member ſaw at Florence, he merrily boaſt- 
ed that he had, 7rovato la Corte a Giove) 
whigh” the one prizes molt for what they 
aſpcar; the other for what they diſcover. 
For © Children contenting themſelves to 
wonder at the length, and fall in love with 
the Workmanſhip and Gildings of the 
Tube,do thus but gaze uponthem; where- 
as Aſtronomers look through Tk and 

Carce 
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ſcarce taking notice of the unuſual One? 
ments, or the ſhape, employ them to find I 
out unknown Lights in the Sky, and to: 


deſcry in Heaven bright Stars, unſeen be- 
fore, and other Celeſtial Novelties 'and 
 Ideny not, Lindamor, that God has been 
pleas'd to adorn fome of his Creatures 


with Hints and - Impreſles,as well . of his 


Loyelinels as his other. Excellencies; but 
they do much more faintly and imper- 


fetly reſemble Him, than the coutiterfeit | 


Sun we' ſee ſometimes in a Cloud 'emu- 
lates the true one,by whoſe refracted and 


RefleRed/Beams, ſome acute modern Na- | 


euraliſts ſuppoſe itto be produc'd. For tho' 
thisDerivatrve Sun-ſhine with a not-incon- 
ſiderableLuſtre, Comparatively to the reſt 
of the dark Cloud enobles it, yer is it nor 
only as much inferior to the true Sun un 
Brightneſs,as in Height; but it enjoys 
alone a Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt 
Momentary Being, which often it lofes 
in a very ſhort time, and never attains ta 
preſerve a very long one. And therefore 


ro negle&t that ſupreme Reſplendency, 


that ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
fegrations of ir, that we ſo doat on in the 
Creature, is as prepoſterous and 'ab- 


ford 
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I ford, as it were for a Perſian to offer his 
| Sacrifice to a'Parhelion (as the Greeks call 
I char Meteor) inſtead of adoring the Sun. 


And certainly, 'Z3#damor, if ' our Dim 
Sight, like that of the Prophetr's Servant, 


who faw the Mountains near ' Dotbas eo- 2 ting. 6. 


vered with Horſes ' and Chariots of Fire, *7- 
were” priviledg'd' to. diſcern otherwiſe in- 
viſible Objects ; 'our raviſh'd Eyes "would 


[| behold Lovelineſs-though in God;to make 


vs tmceſantly-exclatin in rhe Language of 


hivh \Great is his Beatty Agteeably where- 7 
dato-we may obſerve, -That'as the Load- 


| fone doth (attact- moſt powerfully the 


brighteſt Needles thade of the pureſt Steel, 
indi thoſe that moſt'approath 1;'{o Angels 
who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
eoudedfſt Light,and the moſt clear Know- 
kdge of ther Maker, do love him' with a 
Eonſtancy'lo- fix'd; that in five* thouſand 
and ſome odd Centuries of years, (cftlux'd 
fince the Creation) they could 'never fee 
ay thing,cithet in'God, or out of him,ca- 
pable ta ſeduce therto a Change. God's 
Eoyelineſs (which is fuch, that che Eternal 


© [fuition of himſelf ereares even his Felicity) 


tslike rare Mulick,which,though it'do de- 
hehrall its partakers,the knowing(tArtiſts 
PP {till 
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ſtill do highlieſt value, and are moſt ra« YI; 
vid with the Tranſports ir producethy J,, 
being proportion'd to the degrees of thafl 
Skilfulneſs of irs admirers. 'The Apoſtate i. 
Spirits indeed deſerted rheir firlt Station, Ui; 
_ not frighted thence by anyblemiſh my de» NA 
{cry'd in God;burt probably fell by a ſawcy; 
affectation of a Parity, and (as Divines tell K; 
us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to Perfections, Bn 
which they were criminally unable to. beth 
hold,wichout wiſhing them their own.And, zi 
for their preſent ſeparation from God, it is Yi 
their Curie and Puniſhment.And I ſhall ins ſg; 
genuouſly confeſs to you, Lindamer,thatby;h 


( 


the advantageous Idea's I entertain'd.. of fig 


God's Perfections, I have been ſometimes ii 
inclin'd to think,that the reaſon why God: 
tells Moſes, Thou canſt not ſee my Face, for there Yd 
ſhall no Man ſee me and live,might be, that fl 
(as tranſcendent Objects deſtroy the Senſe) fy 
{o lovely and glorious a ſight (whoſe cons flig 
tinuance ſhall make our Happineſs in Heas, he 
ven) would let in Joys, and would. create fy, 
Deſires, too Mighty for frail Mortality to fk 
{uſtain. The raviih'd Soul being ſhewnj; 

\uch Game as that, would hate ſo eagers iy 
ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leaihes IN, 
that tye her to the Body, ( and thereby.jþ 

hinder her flight to ghar wiſh'd Vorng Il 

a 
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(Ynd rhe glad Heart (too harrow & Recep- 
Yale for fo much Foy ) to make:room for 
j ICE Gueſts,would ftr etch unto aRupture 5 
Fonging, or Joy,. have ſometimes tingly. 
 Bkcach'd:Degrees that have made themFaral; 
Bnd why then ſhould: their Union in ſuch 
ſ Bxcremes be thought uncapable of produ- 
ing the like effect Nor is it perchance 
s Imorc'# Priviledgo of the nextLite,that we 
{ Bhai! chen- {ce God; than that we ſhall ſur- - 
iverhat Glorious Sight; which is. too daz-- 
Wing an Object for Mortal-Eyestill:(to uſe 
Bk. Pas!'s Expreſſion) our mortal ſhall have , cox.15. 
ai os immortality. - But I muſt no longer 5+ 
Rofo my (elf ina Theme, on which: it is {0 
alic ro ſpeak: Much, and ſa: impoſſible ro 
© Enoughdflbe nor very much miſtaken, 
tiey are 10, who preſume to give us {atis- 
Story Definitions of God's Nature,which 
Ive may. perhaps more {afely Define by the 
kpc flibility of its being accurately Deft- 
Bred. And I muſt confeſs, l do rhe leaſt cx- 
ſpect rhe beſt Deſcripriog of the Divine Na- 
ſire, from thoſe that are moſt forward to 
Jttke upon them to Explicate it : For our 
IWords being but cheRepreſentations of our 
INorions,and they. being necetiary Finite,as 
Jour Being ; few men are (methinks) mor? 
Iikely ro bemiſtakenin theNature of what < 
p— F Infitute, 
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Infinite, (and conſequently of God's Arti, 
bures) than thoſe hat rhink Deſcription, 
can comprize'it.. Nor will an Aſtiduity and 

 Conſtancy of our Speculations herein rof 
lieve us, for too fix'd a' Contemplation. 

Geds' Eſſence does bur the more confound; 
us.AsT remember,St.Paultells the Fews,thall 

AAs 22. 6. he conld not ſee for the Glory of that Light chai 
1! ſhonefromHeaven about him ar.his Confej 
verſion. And-this the famous S1monides ex. 
perimentally found,who being ask'd what 

God was, took adays time to conſider.a 
it; after;being call'd upon for his anſwer, 
deſir'd two days longer to think upon it; 

and whenthey were expir'd, demanded follihj 
days longer;and ſo continu'd a great whilhi: 
each time' Encreaſing his demands for Rihy 
ſpite; till; being preſt ro give an Acconillih, 
of tuch a 'Dilatory way of prececeding, hihs| 
ingenuouſly 'acknowledg'd that the longaj, 
heconfider d Gods Nature,the leſs he com 
prehended it. And indeed, Experiendh, 
reacheth us,that they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieke 
on the noondays Sun, can leaſt of all die; 

ccrn what-it is, being rather Daz[l'd than Ing; j, 

{truted by ſs confounding an Object. Notthhye 

15 it only, Lindamor,a Task of too great dif 

ficulty tor a meer man, perfectly ro Expiihyi 

cate that Incomprehenſible Nature of Goa 
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which nothihg but his own Infinite Undct- 
Waiding can be adzquite : Bur, nicrhinks, 
Wen tocelebrate God's perfeCtions, cannot be 
Fherly atrempted without a very deep ſenſe 
Wa man's own unworthineſs and incapaci- 
For, the ſame Exceltencies thar furniſh 


with Praiſes; do tranſcend them. And 
xe fruitfulneſs of the Subject may as 


Fell deterr, as invite our Pens ; ſince, as we 
"Fc ſure we ſhall not want Theme, fo we are 
WErtain we cannot Dighifte it. And for my 
Ut, Lindamor, though my Subject exacted 
me the Praiſes I have endeavoured to 
UEtibe ro God, yer ] ſhould have rhought ir 
Wiilice rather to decline the Laws of Me- 
nd, chan be reduc'd to Derogate from what 
Fvwould extol, if ' the neccllity of detra- 
he from Gods perfetions were not e- 
to that of mentioning them ; and if 


2 "W 
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-neceſlity wete not as Glorious to God, 


uy'brcater Praiſes than we are able 'to aſcribe 


©] 


TW, could be, Bur, Lindamor, having thus 
exe right-to my Method, rhough I could 


to my Theme, I ſhall only invite you 


Mt imitate with me thoſe Perſians, that 
WMred the Sun, though rhe Light he lent 


as 


Em {cry'd but to make the fource of it 


20s xd, and not to pry into his abſtrute 
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nce with it. And-though I might ſay 
"7 F x much 
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much. more concerning God's Perfedh 
ons, I muſt henceforth think ſilence 
propereſt Language:.L can now etnplgy 
for 'tis lilence thar beſt expreſſes our Was 
der: . And {ure, Wonder is never . ne 'Þþ 
ſeaſorable than when God is the Objede; 
A proſtrate Veneration . being the 4 ; 
apprehenſion of him that is- incompy 
henſible, | þ 
a. Having thus: conſidered , Lind, vo; 
how fir an Object God is of our, high 
Love; for what he is in himſelf ; lerlly 
now proceed ro derive further proob4 a 
the. ſame Truth, from ;what he 1s to | 
( that your Gratitude may contend } 
your Reaſon, which: ſhall moſt -hei 
your Devotion) and we ſhail find 
the Vaſtneſs, Freeneſs, Diſ-interſtneſs, Calls 
Rancy, and Advantageouſi iſs of his La 
ro. us, that more than all the Love$ 
can pay him, were bur a little parr of wi 
we owe him. 

But for the firſt Attribute, we Wl 
fgn'd his Love, (the Greatneſs of it) 
being a general Property, diffuſed thray 
all rhe relt, and contpicuous in them, it 
quires now to be treated of apart. - ff i 

We ſhall then proceed to the freedlilſh; 
or unmeritednels of God's love ; To J 


SerdÞhick Lov. 
Tice which ſtrangely vaſt, we need but 
Calder, that we fo little could at firſt 
deſerve his Love, 'that he lov'd us even 
before we had a Being : and aur Felici- 
Wy in his degrees, preceded our exiſtence 
Tn this World. God lov'd your numerous 
q fees before you were; and his Goodneſs 
Mis ſo entirely its own Motive, that even. 
Myour Creation (ſince when alone you can 
_ to -merit” his loye) is the effect of 
"Sir. This benefit alone were ſufficient to ren- 
Mier God the Objet of our Love, though 
14 we were that. of his Averſion. For (as the 
"Ffcrſians ador'd the Sun even when it {corch'd 
d) :we-eſteem our ſelves obliged to love 
* honour our Parents in {pight of their 
. | ing wicked:and unkind, . though the Pl be 
A h je-God's inſtruments in our Production, 
d. made us what we were born, not arbi- 
tarily, but in virtue of his Ordination. But 
FLod to- confer on us, in the moſt excellent 
Jud endearing manner, the Bleſſing promis'd 
Jto-his Antient People, when he vouchſafed 
Mic p affure them, that he would love © them 141 
Jfredy, was pleaſed ro love us, not only 
AFhen ' we were :not at all, but when we 
his Enemies, 1f when we were' Enemies Rom.5.16: 
(ith St. Paul) we were reconciled unto God 
rb the death of 'his Son, &c. Our Inexiſtence 
F 3 - . indeed 
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indeed was 2 colifirion: wherein nothing 
us was capable of being a Motive of G 
Love : byt our enmity proceeded - 
and made us worthy of: his Dereſtarionj 
as if hjs Love were -nothing unleſs it vans 
quiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as wanted : 
rives. This gave the Apoſtle a juſt caukſſi 
to fay, that God Commenatth his love toward | 
Rom.s. 8 9c, ins. that while we were yet fin ers Chriſt di 
for  : . That is,when we wanted all Motivg 
to invite his Love, unleſs our very want ui 
them ſhould paſs for one. ' And how d 
God expreſs his Love unto us} even 5 
gift of the Son of his Love ; For God ſo loa ; bs 
J.3- 16. he. World, (fays the Divine Token of lis 
Love ) that he gave hw. only. begotten Si 
-»:1. « And how did that Son Love.it-> Ze ( (aff 
7,8, the Apoſtle ) Leing in the form of God, thougi 
it no Robbery to be equal with God ; but af 
himſelf of no reputation, and took pon him tp 
form of a ſervant, and.was made in the. likent 
of men. And being found in faſhion as a. Wy. \} 
he humbled himfcl Fa and became obedient uni 
death, .. even the death of th: Croſs. Ti Ml 
is, That. he. would love at no leſs, Ran 
than death; and from the ſuper-emi 2ine 
hezghth of Glory, {toop'd- and abas'd hi 
elf ro rhe ſufferance of the extreameſt 
Indignities, and ſunk himſelf to the - b#{4 
roll = 
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74 fom of Abjeedneſs, to exalr our condi- 


adiff tion to the contrary Extreme. A was 53-5 


| hays the Prophet. For ye know the grace of, a 
kl wr Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
dl jet for our ſakes he became poor, that ye through 
dif bis poverty might be made rich, lays the Apo- 
veſhſtle, Men having diſpleaſed God, and con- 
- Wicquently forfeited all Right and Natural 
Poſſibility to Happineſs ; even whilit they 
kJcompleated the Forlorneſs of their condi- 
tion, by the Lerhargy of nor being ſenſible 
wof it, and were as careleſs to Seek. means 
got Recovery, as they had been unable. to 
aWDevile them of themſelves : Even then, his 
agrſtleſs Love, would never be at quiet, till 
algit had ſer his Omniſcience on work, to 
cyncrive Expedients, and find out a way to 
whteconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
aconciling Sinners ro Himſelf. And this 
mmerciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
gftis Son, he profecured in a way fo Wor- 
gy of himſelf, and ſo Advantageous to 
ww, that our juſt wonder at it may: keep us 
wjzom having any, to find that, as St, Peter 
afiatorms us, the very Angels ( prompred, 
Apcltionleſs by a Religious Curiolity ) 
M Ui F 4 ardently 


1 Pers ;” didergly aft £0 6 into » tho Divine h | 
Je. 16.30. ſteries. . I find it hotly diſputed among i 
|  Divines, ( not only Fnitey, the Socinial 
_ and the. Orthodox, but betwixt Orthadgl 
and Orthodox) whether or no God cc il l; 
withourt violating his Juſtice, have devil 
any other Courle for. the Expiation of Sul | 
than the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt. By hk 
without venturing to Determine, whe 
-or no God could, .to Redeem us, have eli 
ſen any other way ; We may: ſafely think 
that he has choſen the moſt obliging a 
.moſt Endearing way ; diſplaying jin- thi 
Divine Manner of Re{cuing us, the {eyerd 
Juſtice, -and the higheſt Mercy; the gre 
eſt Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt 6 | 
ro Sinners ; ' Since by thoſe uncqualil'd. aff 
_ unvaluable Sufferings, to which he delive a] 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near un 
him, thar he truly ſaid, 7 andthe Father \® 
one, He at once manifeſted both. hay 
much :hie hated Sin, . which be ſg heawl 
:puniſhd in the Perſon he-/mp Lov 
(though that. Surety but adopted it, -i0 
dree' Men from the Infupportable yes 
ance. of - it?) and how.much he Lovid $ 
ners,)by« giving up what he:49-:4ovid doi 
'Ranfom:: of thoſe rhat were guilty; f 
has he fo Hated, And therefors our} 
yiou FR 
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ll apur; though he did fuck great things T0 
ol s6e- rhe! wabelieving and contumarious 
al levs. of bis. being their promis'd. Meſtah , 
Would not decline Death to convince them; | 
(Edad; though he had not. ſeldom done 10 
Wl much to. make himfelf, rhe Object of rheir 
of ſaith would not be: inviced from the Crols, 
ll chough' che Chicf Pricſts and Scribes them- 
yl ſelves ſaid at his Crucitixion, Let him now 
Ml cope | dewn from the - Croſs, and we will be- Mat 23.7. 
"1 | os (him. And Chriſt tro convince 
all the World of their yaablencls to emerge 
wi and recover out of chat deep Abyls, where- 
«ll in- the Load. of. Sin- {which im Scripture 1s 
falled a weight.) had Precipitated Falln Hb. 12-1. 
Man, came.not into the World until well 
af gh 4000 Years of Sickneſs had made the 
of Dilcale deſperate,and the Cure almoſt Hope- 
ol eſs. | So: myeterate an obſtinacy at. once 
widening the Diſtance  berwixt, God and 
wi-Man, and proclaiming the latters .dilabili- 
Wl dit: 0 find by his own Wiſdom, Expedients 
41 of. Reunion. Thus Chriſt heal'd and dif- Mer-9-5 
of -poſſeſs'd a Dumb.perion, who was able ro - : 
vl make _- entreaties--but by. the diſability of 


ng them; and wightrruly ay ro 


A. the focure World,'/ 4” found of them that +55. 1: 

MW Hought me wot. ;:; And , when our Saviour 

Wi was. come | inte - the wretched World, - 
3 . 
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all the numerous Miracles recorded in My 
Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for his own pil 
vate Relief. And to ſhew, that as he endllle 
red his Sorrows for our ſakes, that by lh 
ſtripes we might be healed; fo were the Johli 
he taſted in relationtous. We read not (whidſy 
is highly obſervable) in the whole Goſpa4 
that ever he rejoyc'd but once, and that wazfitc 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd himn 
that they vidtoriouſly cha#d Devils and Diifti 
ſeaſes out of oppreſſed Mortals, and that by hiffſe 
Authority Men had been diſpoſſeſs'd of both 
the Tempter and Puniſhment of Si k 
He convers'd among his Contemporarigffdi 


. with Virtues , as well atteſting what kf 


was, as Prophecies or Miracles couldfſhi 
do; and, to Teach Man , how much Wh 
valu'd Him above thoſe Creatures that 4 
Man makes his Idols, he often altred and}s 


ſuſpended the Courſe of Nature for Maislþ, 


Mat. Jo I So 


Inſtruction, or his Relief, and revers'd' they 
Laws eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage|a 
Men to obey thoſe of - God, by doingf« 
Miracles ſo numerous and great, that tikyk 
Jews Unbelief may be almoſt counted Ot.ſli 
Yet were thoſe Wonders' wrought for a GFju 
neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devil,Jbu 
and return'd them with ſo exemplifid]ki 
an Ingratitude, that *tis not the leaft of Ms ſy 

| Wonders|'” 


l ' waders, that he would vouchſafe to work 
Wy of thenv far fuch blaſphemous wretch- 
Ws: who were indeed , as ſome of the 
Whter Jews have too truly ſtyl'd themſelves, 
Min relation to their Fathers, Chometz bey 
al@-1in, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a moſt 
a degencrate Off-spring of Holy Progeni- 
Stors. He ſutter'd fo much for them, that 
nImade him do ſo, that he ſuffer'd the addi- 
Wtion of Miſery ofbeing chought to ſuffer de- 
ervedly; And he was numbred with the Tranſ- "53% 
th goers And though he liv'd as much a 
WE Miracle as any he did , yet did his con- 
Qadition ſometimes appear ſo deſpicable and 
rforlorn, thar Men could not know his Deity 
WI but by his Goodneſs, which was fo infinite 
lenor co belong incommunicably ro God. 
And rhough 'rwere once a Saying of our 
nl Sroiours, Greater Love hath no man than this, Job. 15.13. 
WSfihat a4 man lay down his life for his friends ; 
befyert is it not what is ſaid of the love here 
F{tcntion'd, to be! underſtood indefinitely, 
gi«'gencrally confidered, but only of the fin- 
KIgk acts or cxpreflions -of a Man's love to 
tis Friends compar'd betwixt themſelves. 
Jud fo'the alledg'd paſſage ſeems to mean 
Fur -this, That among the fingle Acts of 
ff kindneſs to a Man's friends, there is not a- 
us #- one more highly expreſſive of a w_ 
al. — = 


and ſincere Love, than. to part with an} 
life for their ſakes. This Text therefalf® 
would not be indefinitely apply'd to the * 
_ feRion of Love it ſelf, as if it could not pof 
bly be greater than is - requiſite ro make 
Man Content, or willing to Die for I 
Friends ; for he that facrifices beſides his 
his Fortune alſo, his Children or his Repy 
tation, does thereby expreſs more Love 
chem, than he could do by. parting with I 
Life only for them. And he. that is forwag 
to dic for thoſe that hate him, or, art leak 
know him not, diſcloſes a more plentifi 
and exuberant ſtock of Love, than he thi 
docs the fame kindneſs bur: for thoſe thi 
Love hrm. And thus our Saviour waul 
be underſtood, unleſs we would ſay, th 
he Out-practis'd what he raught ; for 'W 
came to lay down his Life, even for his Ent 
mies., and ( like the kind Ballam-tred 
whoſe Healing-wounds weep Sovercig 
Balm to cure thoſe that made them): he wf 
fus'd not to die for thoſe that kill'd him;aw 
ſhed his Blood for ſome of. thoſe that - {pill 
it. And ſo little was his injur'd Love to thi 
ungrateful World, diſcourag'd or 
pair'd by the ſavage Entertainment he wa 
with in it, that, after he-had- ſuffer'd frg 
wretched Men (for whole i{akes he left. Haq 
Vi 
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z to. become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
ol arbarous Indignities. as might have made 

> puniſhments appear /Mercy, and even 

elry it {elf ſeem no. more than Juſtice; 

Jben 1 ſay 'to.:hape for ſo much as his 

allPerdon were. preſumption ; he: was'pleag'd 
o * create Confidence of no lefs than his 
-aLoVe;: @ Virktic. Nor think .it Lindamor, 
Lwilmpertinent to aur preſent Theme , -'that I 
light fo much on what Chriſt has dane and 
Ir rt for us,.fince both he himſelf informs 
68. that He and bis Father are! one." | AndiJot. to 
MFowe of the Texts ialrcady mention'd have's:: ate 
I i5ught vs, that it was anctieRt of God's love 779 *+ 
($alſo to the World, 'thar He gave his' only besfob. 3-16. 
Ml qitten Son to Redeem us ; and, That: God? comes OS 
þ _—— his Love towards as in.that while we 
gol ere yer fiuners Chriſt died for us, Wherefore 1 
| hall wichour ſcruple d'to obſerve to 
0. you, thar ſo free/ is:Chriſt's:dile ion, that 
of the grand condition. of at belicity 'is our 
of Belicf, rhat' he : is'-diſpoſed 20 | make / us 
4 tappy-; on terms not only fs -hibfiourable 


44 to. him, bur fo advantageous'tso us ;-thar 
ad 1-was about to fay:, that poſfibly F aith it 
i falf would ſcarce be' exadted ' as requiſite ro 
) cur Happineſs , but. thar the condition 
gd) does encreaſe he benefit, by vouchſating us 
eq dold and early ancicipations of it :  F » 
; Fait 


76 | Seraphick Love. ' 
© _ Faith being as the Apoſtle terms it) ps 
Feb. 11-1: (optance of things hoped for, and = neue 
(or - conviction.) of thints not. ſeen , waſe® 
our joys to this ſide of'ithe Grave , bow" 
Heaven down to us, tift-our freed Spiriyf® 
can:ſoar up to. Heavenz:iand ; does us ſudli* 
a ſervice, as the Jewiſh Spies did to theitif® 
Country-men, by bringing them over 'toff/ 
this ſide Fordan into the "Wilderneſs, ſonig® 
of the pleaſant and delicious Fruits of thi 
Bleſt Land of Promiſe. :T faid, Lindamorf 
that Faith was the Grand Condition requid 
red in God's free Grant of Eternal Life. Not 
that I would. aſcribe any- thing to a Lazy/Ff* 
Speculative,” and Barren Faith, in oppoſiti 
on to. that lively and a&tive ” one , whiclyf® 
iscalled. by the Apoſtlegwivs &) «3zws 159d 
Faith operating by Love ; ſince 1 am inform 
ed by St, Femes, that; the:Divarce : of Fanwgu 
and Works is as deſtruQtive-to-Religion, as}! 
that of Soul and Body:is ao Life ; Bur thar Vp* 
was willing to mind you, that though rrus! F 
- Faith (which cries like: Rachel;-Grve me ChinF® 
dren. or elſe I dye) be ever "the preghant Mo#F" 
ther of good Works; yet are not thoſe Works 
the caule, - but the: Effects and Signs: of Þ 
God's firſt Love ro Men, ( however afterF* 
ward the Children may [Nurſe their Pa» 
rents, ) As,” though the Necdle's pointsF® 
ing | 


F Seraphick Fave. 
Fs the Poles be, by being an EffeQ, an 
Mcoument of its having voy Invigorated by 
Scadfivcs , . or received Influence from 
. other Maþnetick Body ; yet is not 
at Reſpect unto the North the Cauſe, but; 
& Operation of the Iron's being drawn by. 


4 atcractive Mineral. : 7hos - good and Pra. 119 
bf good, fays the Plalmiſt ro his Maker, © 
4 he greatneſs of his goodnels is that which 
gakes/it ours; nor doth He do us | good, 
if Ct _ that we are good, bur becauſe He is 
Sbcrally ſo ; as the Sun ſhines on Dunghils, 
1 out of any Invitation his Beams find 
y 1 re, but becauſe it is his Nature to. be dif- 
iaÞlive of his Light. Yet with this difference, 
jtat whereas the Sun's Bounty by being ra- 
gran Advantage to, us than a Favour, de- 
«Eyes our, Joy, and not our Thanks, be- 
h uſe his Viſits are made deſignleſly, and 
FFithour any particular intention of ad- 
Frels ( by ſuch a bare Neceſlity of Nature, 
| {adat Which makes Springs flow out into 
eMrcams,, when their Beds are too nar- 
W to contain the renewed water that 
; th inceſſantly ſwell the exuberant Sour- 
fÞ;) God on the contrary, for being ne- 
J dari y kind, is not leſs - freely or Ob» 
Sngly ſo, to You or Me; for, though 
;| me kind of Communicativenels be 
$ 6  Eiknciet 
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Effntiat to his Goodneſs; yet - his. agg 
ſion of it withour hirgfelf, = his: Vouryl 
it to this or what. particular vel 

are purely Arbitrary. EF omit: _ ow” 


to: the- numberkeſs; t:Angels ; 'þ 
Relations barwhir ther Padtbns of che B "| 
|  Eviniry, ſupplying God with 05s * þ 
| jolts; which imploy'd! his Kindacls lin? 

the Creation, and Blim(blf' being - ableatd i | 
allow: his' Goodneſs the Bxterr! of Ir 
for irs Diffuſlon; Bur ( having: glanodafſ 
this only! by the by)" (hr ma yer-furndy bv 
adiniringly» obſerve,” Thav' whercas Meny , 
fially give freelielf where they have-wi 
given- before, and make it oy Orang bo 
and | the Excuſe 'of their deſiſtance-/ 
giving more; That they: have-4 | 
ready: [Gn bounty wird are rn cre l- 
- Method ; for he uſes-to- give;  beeauſs/'l 
ach given, and that he-may give: Ceib be 
nantly' to which, when the! revoltitng Fi 
kites lad? broken: the Contents , whil(t A 
was bringing them-the Tables /of the LA 
and- had thereby ptovok'd rhe Ineenſed < 
ver of it to therhoughts of a {udden Exrine 
tion of ſo Ingrateful and Rebellious-a \Payſ; 
pie ; we may obſerve, That, whereas E 3 | 
as unwilling to remember his oral 6 
Goodneſs to them, ſpeaking to Moſes, & a 

t 16s ; 
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em, 7hy people which thou broughteſt out of the £x94:32-7. 
Il Lid of Agypt : Moſes, on the other ſide, to | 
" azage God to the New mercy of a Pardon, 
prelents to God his Former mercy to them, 

and calls chem God's people, which Ae brought, 
wall ith - out of the Land of Agypt, with great 

will wer, and with a mighty hand, And fo con- 

4 picuous in the Eternal Son was this proper- 

Hy of. the Merciful Father, that when ſick 

i Oar Siſters implored his Reſcue for 
aiheir expiring Brother, the Motive they em- 
ploy, and which Proſper'd their addreſies, 

vas, Lord, Lehold, (not, he who loveth thee, 
ut) he hom thou loveſt, is fick. And as he J9h 11-3 
aJakes the firit inducements of his Bounty 

Mom Himſelf; ſo do his former Favours 
aith invite and give Rates to his ſuccee- 
ang Bleſſings. And there is reaſon. for it : 

for his pure Love being all rhe Merit, by 
aIvhich Man can pretend to rhe Eftedts of 

Jus Bounty ; it is but juſt, that rhe Degree 

4d his Love ſhould Proportion thoſe Fa- 
ours, which 'tis our only Title to ; and 
aJtac God's Liberalicy ſhould as well afford 
Mcaſures as Motives to it (elf. 

lt. Nor is God's love lefs Diſcintereſs'd $,q 
than Free. His grand Deſign upon us is 
abut to make us Inſtruments and Partakers 

gg0t His Glory, and to bring us to eyerlaſt- 

ml | G ing 
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. ing Happineſs, by a Way that does as wal 
elevate and dignitie our Nature, as the Cogy 
dition reſerv'd. for us will. His Method & 
ſaving us if but comply'd' with, does her 

Co.1.12. As the Apoltle [peaks, Fir us for the Inhiris 
tance of the Saints in Light ; We being made 

2 Pet.1. 4. (4 St. Peter ſpeaks) Partakers of the Divin|| | 

Nature, having eſcap'd the corruption that s/w 

the World through Laſt. So that thoſe thingyſſ 

wherein the noblelt of the Philoſophers placdþ 

their Felicity, ſerve but to Qualitie and pref 

pare Chriſtians for that Higher Blefſednefi 

that is reſery'd by God for thoſe that low, 

him ; and cannot but be heightn'd and lh | 

dear'd by the Value, which Graces and Vir 

tues had given men on Earth, for ſuch a Nos 
ble and Rational Kind - of Happineſs, as ih, 
apportion'd to them in Heaven. What cndf} 

can he have upon us, whole Goodnelþ 

and his Bleſſedne(s are both Infinite 2 He : 
was unconceivably Happy ( in his owth 
Self-{ufttcicncy ) before the Creatures habſ, 

a Being 3 ; and ſure thar Felicity that needalfy 

| fot ——— to be 

21d enim immortalibus argue {upreme ,, n eds-I " \ b, 

bs, Gras mrs prerlngr7  chung that hey candaſ 
cauſa vyerere Upgrederentur 2 Lacret, Nor was it his Indi 
ex Epic. gence that forc'd hink Fr 

to make the World, thereby to make new 
Acquh 1 


Fo Smraphicl Loos! 
4 gequiſitions, bux his goodneſs that preſ$'d 


My him co manifeſt, and ro impart his Glory ; 
Find the Goods which he {6 overflowingly 
th; tounds with.  Wirneſs his ſuſpenſion of the 
The World $ Creation, which certainly had had 
an earlier Date, were the Deity capable of 
ine want, and che Creatures of ſupplying it. 
mls. Paul in his Epiſtle to 77mothy, ftiles God 
BYBicze&, which we Tranſlate, 7he Leſſed Goa, r Tim, 1, 
cout may perhaps more properly be render'd, *'- - 


fr happy God: and elſewhere in the ſame _—_ 


ikiftle he truly calls him 7he Happy, as i. 
Whrell as Only Potentate. God (fays the A- 
lp wſtle ) r54t made the world, _ all things $27.24. 
£7 25, 29. 
$irein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Heaven 


Mo Earth, dvelleth mat, &c. As though Het 
Wh, ded any thing, ſeeing that Ele giveth to all 

fe, and Breath, and all things. And, in 
Hi, we live, and move, and have" owr be- 
He m. And indeed {o coherent 18 the mind 
Whf.z mere Man, that does but conſider 
abſind underſtand the Import oz his own 
led Notions, is the belief of God's Happineſs 
Vl that of his Being ; that I remember the 

IDicurcan Locretins himielf; - even in that 
bob pious pallage, where he denies Divine 
wu oyidence ; and in a' {eeming,/ bur injus 
"Y 3: Complimen:, would, under the' pre- 
F the of eaſirig God of it, deprive” Him 
ur Bt. G of 


! 
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of the government of the World ; does yi 
confels, that the Divine Nature muſt neceſh 
rily exjoy a Supreme and endleſs Tranguilif 
adding, (to bring this to-our.preſent purpoſe} 
that 'tis C 


-Privata dolore omni, privata pericliss 


Ipſa ſurs pollens opibrs, nihil > noſtri. 
Whereby he acknowledg 8, 
That from all griefs and dangers d 


them free'd, 
Rich in it ſelf, it has of us no need. 


Or, .if you will have him ſpeak of the : 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poet, that | 


Far above griefs and dangers, thoſe þb 
powers, | 
Rich in their Native Goods, need none 

OHT'S. of 


A much Nobler Poet tells us, 'That # 
Plal.z.4. 1. Farth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs therth 
the World, and they that dwell therein.” 
greeably whereunto, that Great God #4 
Prov. 26: formed all things, (as in our Lrantlargh 0 
the Scripture calls him ) ſays in one bx 
Fn Pia 
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ehims, if 7 were hungry, 1 would not tell thee Pal50.1. 
ll the World is mine, and the falneſs thereef, 
offs Ubiquity excludes all withes of Remove, 
Sy making his Eſſence uncapable of excluſt 
Sn; for, Whither ſhould he deſire to rran- 
«fort himſelf that is every where, and can 
+ ith himſelf in no place where he is not al- 
Aady 2 his ſufficiency is ſuch, that he can 
ke no Goods, but whar he gives or hath, (or 
Suther both beſtows and poileſles) his plen- 
- y being {o unexhauſted a Spring of Goods 
fiat his Liberality does leſs impoverith God, 
ſtan the Sun's light does him ; or imparted 
Fhowledge impairs the Teacher's Stock. 
Pad therefoze, though St. Fames doth very 
tly call God, The Father of Lights, who Ju. 17. 


Þ the beſtower of every good and every per- 
Ft Gift; yet the Friend of God, (as the Jan+ 23 
Fcriprure calls Abraham ) and that Royal 
Friett, (whom the Writer to the Hebrews 7>7- per 


toIum. 


S:aches us to have been {ſo illuſtrious a 
Wype of Him, whom he calls, The high Htb. 3.1. 
Arie of our Profeſſion) do both of them 
i the ſame Chapter ſtile him, 7he Poſſeſ- gears, 
i of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs '% 2 
ame beg From, nor covet In the Creatures 
allow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 
or only hath, but is the ſource. Our 
ieareſt ſeryices ra our Creator muſt be 
G 3 ro 
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to diſcharge our ſelves, not to advantage 

him, nor as thinking to add any thing toy 
Felicity which were not 1afinite, could it 
admit encreaſe. Our higheſt Performancg e 
though they be dues, amount not unto Triff F 

bures, bur are rather like thoſe Pepper-coru] G 

of Rent which Free-holders pay, not withſ] tl 

hope or with intent to enrich their Land} © 

lord, but to acknowledge, that they hold tl 

all from him. When we admire the Sun, 

our ſecing of his Light doth not increaſe', 

it makes '1t not greater, but only it makes 

ours; and when we turn away, or {hut og 

Eyes, that glorious Planer ſuffers no Eclipk, 

and is not at all darkned or impair'd, .nd 

doth He thereby iofe his light, but We: 

The eaſinels of the application requires, and rj 
excuſes its. omiſſion, 7f thou finneth, (ay 

Elihu in fob) what doft thou againſt him ? | 

PP.35 thou be righteous, what giveſt thou him 2 uf in 
what receiveth he of thin: hand : Thy with n: 

edneſs may hurt a Man as thou art, and wy pr 
righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man. Wh 

eftect, the wicked's ſpite againſt God is bu G 

n like a mad mans running his head againllf th 
the Wall that leaves the Wall unthaken, buy 

daſhes his own Brains out. God 7zhabiti4& 

x Tira. 6. Felicity ( as well -as Light ) inacceſſible Wk 
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all inferior attempts : his Sovereign Trane 
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eh quillity is ſo ſublimely plac'd, that 'tis above 
2 he reach of all Diſquieting Impreſſions ; 
tf and, like the Stars, that feel not the Dif- 
SJ caſes their inauſpicious Influence produces, 
M He doth not reſent the torments he Inflidts. 
Gods Juſtice is not leſs Effential to him 
than his Mercy ; Witneſs that (the numbers 
4 of the Saints and the Reprobare conſider'd) 
f thouſands -fall Sacrifices to the ſeverer At- 
tribute, for one that proves Capable of the 
ty milder. He ſaid, He wonld get himſelf honour ixod. 14. 
a #02 Pharaoh and all his Feſt, when he de» 7+ 53S 
 fgn'd their ruine in the Red fea: And | 
ey Moſes ſaid, Ze hath triumph:d elorionſly in ©9005 
effecting it. And in Ezefel he fays, Brhold, | 
ql am againſt thae, O Sidon, and 1 will be glo- CY 
rify.d in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know 
that I am the Lord, when T ſhall have executed 
i my jndoments in her, and ſhall be ſanitifyd 
"ſi her. Thus, when a flaſh of God's indig- 
nation ( kindled by that ſtrange fire they 
mn preſum'd to offer before him ) had blaſted 
nf the two preſumptuous Sons of Aaroz, 
WGod is ſaid to have been ſanitifyd in them . 
that come nigh him, and to have been glori- ©"® 3 | 
lfy'd before all the people ; ſuch eminent and 
exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mani- 
Whkſting. him to be ſo Holy in his Laws, 
Fand {o Concern'd for them, ' that eyen the 
7 ZH G 4 Mini- 
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Miniſters of his Altars ſhall not violayſh 
them with impunity, but find Him ( whathÞ 
the Writer to the ZZbrews calls him )- 4 cow[[6 
fuming fire ; Who will be Gloriffd before all 
his people, cither by the Obedience of thokk 
thar approach Him, or by their Deſtruction 
So to Evideace, that God can derive Sx 
tiSfaction as well from the Exercite of prg 
voked Juſtice, as from that of his provoked 
Mercy ; the ſacred Orator uſes this remark 
abie Antanaclaſis: And it jhall come to paſy 
that as the Lord rejoyced ovzr you t0 do you good, 
and multiply you ; ſo wil the Lord rejoyce over 
you to deſtroy you, and Lring you to naught, 
Thus, though it be truly ſaid of God by rhe 


2.3.23 Prophes Feremiah, that he doth mot afjiict Wih 


l:::z1y, nor erievs the Children of Men : ( and 
ticrefore the determined Confumption. of 
the whole Lan, which our Bibles Engliſh, 
God's work, his ſirazg; wore, other Tranſla 
tors read, Opus aliennm ſuvwm) Yer when 
the ſins of incorrigible oitenders are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mets 
Cy intercedes no more to avert or {uipend 
the inflictions of his Juſtice ; than how 
much jc can fatisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 
choſe that would not þe Preſerved, may. be 
gheſs'd at by that formidable Expretiion 
in Ezekiel ; Where, having fore-wply wh 
12YOG 
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apthavock rhe Sword, the Famine, and the 
bafPeſtilence ſhould ' make amongſt the intra- 
ox table and diſpers'd {ſraclites, he adds, { as 
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alla kind of 'Emiuey) Thus ſhall mine anger Ezcka;.s. | 


oleff be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to 
on. reſt upon them, and I wi U_ be comforted. The 
S+Howlings of the Damned as well found 
ro forth his Praiſes, as do the Hallelujahs of the 
ed Saints ; they both do ſing to him an everla- 
kf ſting Canticle of Praiſe ; only in this great 
i, Conſort of his whole intelligent Creation, 
od fthe deſfignleſly conſpiring Voices are as dif- 
vrffering as the Conditions of the reſpective 
#.{ Singers. Hell's darkneſs doth as well con- 
hefſ tribute to God's Glory, as Heaven's Eter- 
#0 nal Splendor : As Shadows judicioutly plac'd, 
ad do no leſs praiſe rhe Painter, than do the 
off livelier and brighter Colours. And as when 
h, the Earth doth ſend black, noiſome, and ſul- 
&{ phureous Exhalations up toward the Sky, 
nfalas, they reach not Heaven , nor di{- 
8 compoſe the Spheres ; bur all the Storms and 
-| Thunders they produce fall on that Globe 
«| they came from, and there do all their mil- 
wi chicf: So, the wicked may wrong God indeed, 
glyct do they really harm but themſelves by 
x[all their greateſt ſins, which trouble Him 
0] chiefly, bur becauſe they neceſſitate him to 
t puniſh them ; for the Tranſgretlions that 4 
mo 
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moſt Provoke God do ' him nor the” af 


Harm. An impious perſon may (as Fljh 


_ lately inform'd us ) hurt a Man as himſelf, 


not that Supremely Bleſſed Deity ; the R6 
{uit of whole Infinite Perfeftions is a refen- 
bling Happineſs, which is as inſeparable 
from Him as his Eſſence. Our Offences may 
derogate from his Accefſional Glory, nat 
from his Effential Felicity ; or rather, the 
molt deſperate . Sinners by their greateſt 
Crimes, 'can but change thee Attribure they 
ſhould bring Honour to, and but oppoſe the 
Glorifying. of his Goodneſs to occaſion the 
Glorifying of his Juſtice ; figcehe will be i 
fallibly Glorify'd ſoon or late, either by 
Men's Adtions, or their Sufterings; by their 
Practice of Duries, ' or - Puniſhment for Sin 
Thus you fee how little God is beholden to 
you for your Declining Hell : Nor will the 
{core be very much increas'd by your Addreb 


ſes and Attempts for Heaven. Can a May (ſays 


PA. 16.2. 


, Thee; 'The fire 


Eliphaz) be profitable unto God, as he that is 
wife may be ' profitable unto himfelf? Is it ay 
pleaſure'to the Almighty that thou art righteous) 
or is it gain unto him that thou makeſft thy wa 


p<rfet# 2 Congruouſly to 'which ſence the 


Pfalmift fays, My Goodneſs extendeth not 
that we kindle on Gods 


puny” 


xr. CA Ba > cc Cry m=-5 


Alrars, heats and enlightens us, but warm 
; nor . 


ai not Heaven at. fo diſtant a rembye, nor is 
hf yanted in the Sun's Reſidence. We have 
80 | the Redolence of the Perfumes and Incenſe 
I ve burn upon his Altars, the. Smoak doth 
m4 yanith ere it can reach the Sky, and whil'ft 
tis undiſpers'd, but Clouds, and but obſcyres 
it: Alas, our beſt performances are as'uf=icts 
tf Services to God, as the Heir's bringing Wax 
el to his departing Father, is to him, which 
el] adds not any thing to the Rich Man's Storc, 
and is by him delir'd and accepted, only to 
Seal away a Fortune to his Son. Though 
tef therefore it be true, that God is pleas'd with 
our performances, yet is that welcome he 
rouchſafes to give them, ſo far from enabling 
rf us by them ro requite his Love, that it in- 
inf creates the unrequitedneſs of it; ſince he is 
of delighted with them as they afford him” jutt 
beg riſes co reward them; How far from Mer- 
| cenary 1s then God's Bounty ! ſmce he ac- 
ys] cepts our acknowledgments of his former 
9 Bleſſings, ( chiefly) to make them oppor- 
tunities of conferring freſh ones; as good | 
old 7faac defir'd his Son's Veniſon, that troms:n. 27.4. | 
the reliſhing of that ſavory Meat he might 
& take an opportunity to Bleſs Itim. 
f + And the better to diſcover how difin- 
q terreſs'd God's Favours: are, kt us further 
conſider, how little they are requiable ; 
WS 7 =— for 


for we can give him nothing but his own, 
(nor, Heaven knows, all that neither; ) and 


1 Chron. 
29.11, 16. 
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both the Will and Power to ſerve him are 
His, upon ſo juſt and many ſcores, that we 
are unable to Retribute, unleſs we do reſtore; 
and all the Duties we can pay our Maker, 
are leſs ptoperly Requitals than Reſtitui- 
ons. When David and his Offtieers had 
ofter'd towards the Structure of that Mag- 
nificent Temple , which they ſeem'd ambi- 
tious to make a Manſion inferior to Hea- 
yen only ; the King himſelf gave Three 
thouſand Talents of Gold, and Seven of 
refin'd Silyer, and the heads of the People, 
Five thouſand Talents ( beſides Ten thou- 
ſand Drachms ) of Gold, Ten thouſand 'Ta- 
lents of Silver, Eighteen thouſand of Brals, 
and an Hundred thouſand of Iron, (a Trea- 
{ure, of which I ſcarce remember to have 
read rhe like in any Hiſtory ) beſides anum- 
ber of all manner of precious ſtones, capable 
of impoverijhing the very zates: they per- 
fum'd this noble and unequall'd Offering with 
a ſolemn Confeſſion, which perhaps in God's 
eſteem was much more precious than it: Thine 
O Lord, (ſays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) 7s the greatneſs, and the power , 
and the glory, and the. vidtory, and the mas 


jefty ; for all that is in Heaven and in Earth is 


thine. 


is traces @ (_ —=—oao ew ww Gae fad * —_ I ©, 


v0 Wwe qi zR TD . 10> TD 20 


 Seraphick Love. 
thine. Thine & the Kinedom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all, Both Ri- 
ches and Honour come of thee, and thou reigneſt 
over all. And in thine hand is power and might, 
and in thine hand it is to make great, and+to 
give ſtrength unto all, Now ere our 
God, me - thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
Name. But who am 1, and what 4s my people, 
that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
this ſort 2 for all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee. For we are ſfran- 
gers before thee, and ſojurners, as were all our Fa- 
thers. Our days on Earth are as a ſhadow, and 
there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all this ſtore 
that we have prepared to build thee an Houſe for 
thy Holy. Name, cometh of thine hand, and is 
all thine own. Who, (ſays the Apoſtle) in a rom. 3, 
Queſtion that imports its own Negative ) 35 36: 
hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompen- 

ſed to him again? For of him, and through him, 

and to him, are all things. Nay, even our 
Love it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and 
Exchequer , that doth pay all his Debts 

by ſupplying him with the prerogative 

to Coin his defires and wiſhes of an ar- 
bitrary value) is here unable to diſcharge 

our Debts: our Love being too much the ef- 


#k&, to be capable of being the recom- 


pence of Gods, And ſurely, the Divine 
Amorilt 
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Amoriſt * had cauſe to fay, that herein #ÞÞ 
the tleve, not that we loved God, but that he ls ( 
ved ns. And as the fame Apoſtle elfewhen d 
{peaks;we /ov2 him, becauſe he firft loved us. If, 
<feR, we look upon the unworthy conteſt; Þ® 
betrwixt God's Mercies, and. moſt Mens - In b 
gratitude, and bur refle& upon the ſmall &&Þ! 
turn of Love that the greateſt disburſementsÞ 
of His do uſually bring home ; we cannotÞ 
but acknowledge,(asDavidim the lately mes 
tion'd Scripture did ) that our loving God 
tor his Favours, is one ofthe greateſt Favour Þ* 
that we love him for. So. unrequitabie' wF* 
God's Love, and fo infolyent are we, that F 
that Love yaſtly improyes the benefit, byF- 
which alone we might have pretended ito 
fome abiliry of Rembution. And 1o.unkF 
mited is, this impotence of ours to recotwf* 
pence or repay God's diletion, rhar ir en Þ* 
ends to, afd ferters our very withes. © Fot I 
God enjoys an atiluence of Felicity, to periectF” 
and entire, that even our wiſhes can aihF 
at nothing for him. worthy of him, uf 
lets: inſtructed by what he already. acwF 
ally pofleſies ; And: the Senſe of this fameF" 
yery  lmpotence, to fone of the greareftF 
proticients in Serephick ' Love, appears notf* 
the tcalt uncatie property | of it,' it grieve]. 
ws 4{caiibly, tro ice our {elves regucd to bey 

only [- 
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Joly :Pailive, and the Receivers. in this 
i IGommerce. We would fain contribute ſome- 
a {ding, and cannot always refrain' from, de- 
in joting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his Happi- 

Yds, to whom we owe all ours. ' 'And ſome 

» fboly Perſons ( particularly. St. Auſtin) have, 

& Þy . the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 

& [Devotion, been tranſported to make Wiſhes, 

4 kind uſe Expreſſions,.. wherein their Atjecti- 

\ fas had a greater thare than their\ Reaſon, 

14 hod. which argued them much better" to ap- 
nechend, How much God deſerv'd of them, 

is hen How little he needed them. | Bur, up- 

ax ſecond Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the 

+ Fauſe- of our Grief ought to turn it into 

Fur Joy, ſince the Deſires we would frame, 

i fuming at God's being infinitely happy, are 

2 fl Fulfilled before rhey are conceived, and 

Jar in the moſt Adyantageous and No- 
3+Þ&ſt way : For, could God's happineſs ad- 

4FÞit Acceſſion by our accomplith'd..Wiſhes, 
Fare were then a poſlibility of his Wanting 
4Fomething to render it Compleat. And 

Jure, 'tis a more Supreme felicity to be by 

x Pature tranſcendently above All encreaſe of 
fÞicliednefs, than to receive the Greateſt 

ax fat Men can Wiſh. DET. 

81 To procced now to the Conſtancy of 5*+ 1%. 
Jejod's Loye : : we cannot entertain of God © 


ly [- any 
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any Apprehenſions, not alrogether Unwayl, 
thy of him, and criminally Injurious to him, 
without believing, That to think that lull 

| can be inconſtant, is as great a Crime @ 
_Ttwere a Milery to find him ſo. His Loy 
is like his Eſſence, immutably Erernalf, 
reaching from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, i, 
preceded the Nativity of Time, and will 
ſurvive its utmoſt Period, and Obſequief, 
Having loved his-own which were in the world, 
he loved them unto the end, {ays the Evangol, 
liſt : And when St. Fames had told us, That r 
every good gift and every perfett gift is frail 
above, and cometh down from the Father Wh, 
Lights, he adds, (to compleat our Conſol; 
tion) with whom © no variableneſs, neither ſt, 
dow of turning. Of hs own Will begat he us. 
the word of truth. And, in effe, fince Godf, 
rakes the Motives of his Love to us, from, 
Himſelf, notfrom Us, the Unchangeablenelj 
his. Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that. df; 
his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. Fafa 
T am the Lord, 1 change not ; therefore ye Sowlly,, 
of Jacob are not conſumed, {ays God by. tif, 
laſt of his Prophets : And in Ferem14h tn, 
tells his people, 7 have lov'd thee with whe 
everlaſting love. And what God once {ai of 
to the generous Foſuah, will never leaugy., 
a NI forſake thee, is by the Writer th, 
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lhe Z/ebrews apply'd to Believers in genera!: Heb.13: 5. 
lr the gifts and calling of God ({ays the fame Rom. 11, 
Wrhor elſewhere) . are without repentance.” 
Wer do thoſe Crofles that ſeem due to his 
Wager deſtroy the Immutability of hisLove, 
UNnce even that Anger is an Effect of it, 
UHocceding from a Fatherly Impatience of 
Sxing a Spot. unwip'd off in the Face he 
Syes too well to ſee a Blemiih in it; and 
Fom his Deſire to {ce his Child an Object 
Ftfor a larger Meafure of his kindneſs : As 
When we. beat the Duſt our of a Suit we 
MEncy,we ſtrike not out of Anger, but only 
TH remove that which doth Sully ir, and 
Finder us to take that Delight in ir, which 


ur fondneſs would be pleated with a juſt 
FIFauſc to find. As mary as 1 lowe, I r2{uke rev. 4.10. 


Bod chaſten, (lays our Saviour.) And, 7 
ww, 0 Lord, (lays the Pialmilt ) that thy = TI 
Wudoments are right, and that thou in faith- 
 Widneſs haſt afflicted me. The Furnace of 

'0f flAtion being meant but tro Refine us 

Mirom our Earthiy droilincis, and Soften us 

br the Impreſſton of God's own Stamp and 
KImage. The great and merciful Architect 

*Þf his Church, ( whom not only the Phi- 
*IJolophers have ityl'd, bur the Scripture it 

Tf calls xs, an Artif or Artificer ) N:>t1.16 
Fmploys not on us the Hammer and the 


H Clhizel s 
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Chizel, with an intent to Wound or Maw 
gle us, but only to Square - and Faſhinfſ 
our hard. and ſtubborn Hearts into ſud} 

x Pet24 5. /jtying Stones, as may - both Grace andf! 
Strengthen kis heavenly Structure. -Nor ft 

| God only thus Conftanr'to his Love, butwſi 
his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties ar ſu 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as theif 
Minds,and more _— in theFormer; be | t 
cauſe,though Caſualties ſhould {pare themyJt 
Age brings in a Neceſlity of a Change,nayJ# 
a Decay ; leaving our Doaters upon Redd 
and White inceſſantly perplex'd, by the inſt 
certainty both of the Continuance of therſr 
Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting ofV 
her Beauty,(both which are neceſſary: to rheac 
Amoriſt's Joys and Quiet) : for, ſometimes, bc 
when the Miſtreſs's humour doth notJW 
change ſo Much, as to prove guilty of theſfit 
fault of Inconſtancy, her Facealters Enoughſoy 
to rake her Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy noſis 
Fault ; or, that the had committed it, thathfe: 
her Fickleneſs might afford them rhe ExJty 
cuſe of Imitation or Revenge : Bur, in Dean 
votion, we are equally ſecure. from bothipe 
theſe Dangers; Since God doth not defifiÞy| 
from bleſſing us with His Love, nor ceaſesthi 
ever from deſerving the Heighth of Oursſtly 
Nor is he only conſtant in making us theObeſbu 


js] 
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»{ jets of his Love, - but alſo in bending and 
my eaclining us to make him the object of our 
&| ftrongeſt affections; {os thathe not only per- 
whfiſts in continuing to us borh the offer and 
#[ the value of hisLove, bur perſeveres to give 
w [us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to 
rus, and refledt it up to Him. The want of 
it [ſuch 2 diſpoſition loſt 4dam Paradiſe, and 
& [the falln Angels Heaven ; there being to 
0;Ithe obje&, that muſt ſecure our Love, tuch 
ys Narure — in reference to our affe- 
edRions,as Philoſophers are pleas'd to aſcribe 
tft che World's Centre in relation to hea- 
rfry Bodies ; which, they teach us, that 
eff Magnetick Point has the double Faculty, 
heJaot only to draw thither, but to keep there. 
s,ffor ſo Untoward and Croſs'd-grain'd are 
&IWe, in point of our own Good, and foun- 
heffir tro procure, and ready to deſert, our 
hJown Felicity, that neither its Excellency 


ofis a ſufficient Motive to carry our addret- 


athſes to it, nor its poſſefſion a competent 
xFtye to intercept in us all defgns of Reyolts 
&fand Divorces : but we mult be uſed as 
thJpcevith Children are, who,(on the one (ide) 


itIwhen their Mouths are out of taſte, and , 


efthey refuſe to take what is neceſſary for 
rs.Jthem, muſt have it not only ofter'd them, 
b-Pbut forc'd upon them, and be (as ir were } 
is] + 2 mage 
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made to receive it ; and who (on the othe 
fide) muſt bercſirain'd from Gadding,whaaF 
the beauty of they Manſions the live in cath 
not iavire their {tay ; bur they would glabÞ 
ly leave the proudeſt Palaces Architectug , 
cat) boait, to run into the ſtreer and Jabbl 0 
in the Kennel. All theſe three propertig . 
of Divine Conſtancy arc not ill thadow'din l 
the operations of the Load-ftone,(a Mine p 
ral, i which I have made roo many Expe h 
rimecnrs not to be by you ailow'd to make p 
lome comparitons to 1t: ) For,tirſt, it neyeſ” Y 
forſakes its Inciinations for the Steel : next, 


being united co ir, it retains ſo conſlantif 6 
irs attractive Qualities, that ir gives ndf* 


n 
It 
la 
lil 


the Needle any Motive of deſerring it 
and Thirdly, ir doth never righrly _ 
Lie amorous Steel wihour leaving an Int 
preflon, which ever after diſpoles it to | 
Converiion to thac Magnerick. Pollurs, p 
wich bet firs it co receive freth Influes p 
cs. To winch jet me add rhis other Re : 
{embiance, berwixe God's work on Us, 

and the Load-itones on the Iron, that the L 
kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, not to 
advantage it ſelf by that Union, but cf 
1mpart 17s Virtue to What it draws. MA. ' 
{uics, Abience and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
Kuiners of other Lovers happineſs, call 


thceagell 


kf 9 SertÞbick Love. 
-Fthreaten nothing of formidable to: yours. 
a for, abſence ( which fo divorces us from 
2 that which animates us, that Lovers do not 
ky | improperly ſtile ir Death, if Dzaciy be 
Wy [oat the Separation of Soul and Body ) by 
i God's Ubiquiry we are ſecured from ; He 
. izever preient with us, or rather in us. You 
. fthat nor long fince ſo highly valu'd the o0p- 
& [portunities of converſing wich your Miltrits 
flor ſome few moments, thall here find your 
M piviledges improv'd toa permiſſion, nay, 
fan Invitation, of entertaining the Object 
of your Love at all times : No hour ren- 
ly ders your viſits unſcaſonable, nor no length 
tedious : He 15s rather welcom'it ro God 
Pi that comes to him ofteneſt, and ſtays with 
<{uim longeſt. What favours were vouch» 
Jaf'd to that ancient Propherels, (who was 
) afikewiſe one of tne firſt Evangeliits) wao 
« or many years departed net from th: Tem-, _ 
e[0%, £44 ſ:r:d Ged with Faſtings and Pray rs &:. 
26 [42ht and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
$ Goſpel may inform you : 1 he midnitht _ 2 
hf ldymns of Paul and Silas did not only * 
diſturb or offend him they prais'd, bur 
 -procur'd the viſit of at Angel to bring 
zafaem miraculous and unexp=-ted liberty, 
mis 2 proof of the acceptablenels of their 
Io att unicalonable - Nevotions. When 


* 
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I00 Seraphick Love. K. | 
Gen.5 22. Faoch had walked with God as many years as 
23+ 24+ PR: 

the year has days,God was fo far fram being' 
importun'd or tir'd by that laſting aſlidui: 
ty, that vouchſating him-an unexampled 
exemption from death, he was pleas'd byg 
' new and nearer Cur. to Heaven, to admit] 
him to a yet cloſer, more immediate, and: 
more undi{tractedCommunion with himſelf, J? 
And when Moſes had ſpent no lefs that! 
E 
q 
k 


1 
; 
| 


ExoJ. 34- forty days, and forty nights in converfing (if 
| Sax I may ufeſo Familiar a term) with God it 
the Mount, he brought down thence, in-J 
ſtead of aPenance for his importunity;ſoſigs|? 
nal and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pe* 
culiar Fayour, that his dazled Country-meg}* 
were as much diſabled, as invited, to gaieÞ" 
on an objet of ſo much wonder. AndÞ" 
then, how proud do we ſee many Lovers|t 
of their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows off 
them for whom they are endured 2 But in 2 
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaſt gopd|l 
wiſh, or privateſt ſuffering, nay, nor a|k 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer Thought, that] t 
ſilently Groans or Aſpires in the Amos|f 
rous Soul, but he both fees and hears0 
that puts his Servants tears into has Bottlt,IÞ 
Sweetning and Recompencing the greateſt \ 
misfortunes thot his Love occaſions, with i! 
ſuch ſupport and joys, as hinder us to feel” 

n them, 


"2. Beraphick Love. 


bh een and make Sw deſerve a /contrar 
g' | name. Each amorous Soul may lay toGe 
if with David,7hou knoweft my down-fitting, and 


_ * wait thou wnderſtandeſft my thoughts afar 


eſt my path, and my lying down, 
p- F art pur Ee with all my Ways.” And 


id] Chrift alſo himſelf has fo attentive an Eye 

if, |#pon 'the "amorons/ Soul; that he is held. 

nf forthin the Apocalypſe, 'as telling rhe Ruler 

LL bf the Church, of Smyrna, I know thy works, Rev.2.. g, 
inf and tribulation, and —_— : And ſaying to> -. + 

[the Angel of the Churchof P ergamm,d know 

py thy works, and where thou awellſt, even where \e.12, 1, 

& Sutar's ſeat is, and thou holdeft faſt my namic, 

11d haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days 

26 wherein Antipas was my faithful ful Martyr, who 

xd | 1:25-flain among you, for A Satan dmelleth.' So 

18 | that no endearin g Circumſtance of ourLove 

of | capes unobſerv'd by Him, who has Done 

in | and Suffer'd ſo much to engage us to it. 

d|'God remembers not'our Endeavours” 'to 

a ſerve Him, the leſs, for Our having forgot- 

at ten' them. When ſaw we thee. anty. way  di- 'Marh. 25. 

* fre efſ:d, and relieved thee > will be the Queſti- *7 wot: 

g,1o0n of thoſe to whom Heaven it ſelf will 

2, Ibe at the laſt Day” awarded, as having 

ft Mmniſtred to their Redeemer. Thoſe, that 

(in Degenerate times, ſuch as ours, Linda- 

elfmor, did, like Lot in Sodom, mourn for 

0, H 4 Their 


om. 1300 
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Their Sins, that mourned not for 

Own, and condo['d among themſelves th 
ſpreading Wickednels.. of. the times, they 

livd in; though- probably | the Danges 

threatned them « y the very Sinfulneſs they 

_ deplord, made them affect ſuch. Privacig 

in their Conferences,! as freed them from 

rhe thoughts of being Over-heard; yet. the 

: Scripture informs :3u5'(and 'tis a Comforts 

ble as. well as_ Memorable Paſlage ) that 

wa.z.16. the Lord hearkned and heard it, m_ 4 Books 

i” remembrance was written before him, for then 

that feared ths Lord, end that thourht upan hu 

Nam?, Then ſhall-le\return, and diſcern betwixt 

the righteous and the. wicked, between him the 

:rv:th Ged, and him that ſerveth him nat. 

rev. 2. o, &: 07,fays Ghrift, (not only to the Angelo 

ie. © Smyrna, but to each true Sufferer for him) 

thy. works, and tribulation, and poverty; Fea 

none -of theſs things that thou hat ſuffer. B 

thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thel 

a Crown of Life. God is often pleas'd to ac 

cept thoſe good- Thoughts and Intentions 

of his Servants, which, never arrive at adv 

al Performances, Though David built ng 

the Temple he defign'd, yet | his Son, thi 

6id it, informs us, that God ſaid unto hir 

> Chron. Feraſmuch as it was in thine heart to build s 


6.% Hauſe fer 9) Name, 7, hen didj t well in. th ' 


f 
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it, mas in thine heart, &c.. And*tis the Epi- 
thet our Saviour gives God, Tour Father Mat. 6.6. | 
which ſeeth in ſecret 7c. Nor need we fear our | 
Rivals ſhould ſupplant us, ſince we can 
have none in; Devotion, whoſe-Prayer and 
endeayour it is not,thar God would Toveus 
more. For his Love: to you being ( as the 
chiefeſt merit) theſtrangeſt Motive and Ti- 
tle unto theirs, they cannot bur wiſh him 
well whom -God doth love ſo; and cannot 
with him better, than by imploring for him 
freſh Additions, both of that love of God, 
and grateful diſpoſitions to retnrn it. Our 
Saviour affures us, that there is Foy, in the pre- Tak. 15.7, 
ſence of the Angels of God over one Sinner that 
repenteth.Andthe ſole Hymn(except a Viſt- 79% 3, 
.onary one) 1 find recorded of the Celeſtial 
Quire, was ſung fora Bleſſing to Mankind, 
rj wherein (for opght I know) their Love and 
Sympathy alone concern'd them : For unto Is 9.6. 
"#s ( Men) the Child is born, and unto us the 
| Son is given. Vho took not upon him the nature Hed. 2.16, 
of Angels, yt the ſ:ed of Abraham. So Noble 
4ſ.and fo difinterels'd doth Divine Love 
make Ours, that there is nothing, beſides 
u.the Object of that Love , that ws loye 
more than our Concurrents 1n it , per- 
[.chance out of a Gratitude to. their afiifting 
ys, ta pay a Debt (of Loye and Pre) 
? , : | OF 


DB RN SY SS Tos i 7oound 2 << Þ oe 


104 © Seraphick Love. 
for which (alas! ) we find our ſingle fely 
bur too Inſolvenr. Bs /- 
363. 17, Perhaps 1 need notmind you, Lindamnn, |; 
that divers paſſages of the fore-going Dif | 
cone nppere the Truth of their Doctrine, [7 
Who aſc 


L- 
; 


ibe to God, 'in relation to every [| 
Man, an Frernal, Unchangeable and Incott[t; 
ditionate Decree of Eleion,or Reprobatt- [gy 
on. Yet concerning the Controverſies be-|( 
twixt the Calviniſts, and the Remonſtrants | 
bour Prxdeſtination, arid the coherent D&-[x 
Qrines, it were improper to; give you here[ i 
my ſence. Thoſe thataretruly Pious of ti-ſth 
ther Party,are, perhaps, otherwiſe look'd onſet 

_ by Godthan by one another,as — ry 
which of God's Attributes ſhould be moſifirs 
refpeed ; the one ſeeming toafftrm irrefptſon 
Qive Decrees,to magnifie his GoodnefS;JAc 
and the other to deny them but to feeuxſi 
the credit of his Juſtice. And even mfr, 
Honouring the ſame Attribute, his Good-ſfo 
nels, theſe Adverſaries ſeem Rivals, the oneſis 
party ſuppoſing it beſt celebrated by belisſfe 
& ving it ſo irreſiſtible, that to whom {ſoever]o; 
*risintended, he cannot but be happy ; andſer 
th'other thinking ir moſt extoll'd by beJne! 
ing beliey'd ſo Univerſal, that it will makefirt 
every Man happy, if he pleaſes : The offÞthe 
Party eleting to Honour Free-grace, by rj 
aſſigning]-* 


J " Seraphick Love. 
[ſigning it (as ro Men) an unlimitedly vaſt 
"Jexrent po the other Sy afrbink an 
”, lifallibly viRtorious degree. But though my 
-Iiaſte, and the nature of my Theme. make 
© Ine decline rhe Controverſies abour Przzde- 
F [{tination ; yet ſince the Doctrine that main- 
[rains it, is not only by almoſt all the reſt 
+[of Mankind,burt by the'reſt of theProteſtanr 
&|Churches themſelves, (the Lutherans, and 


+(divers Learn'd Divines of the Church of 
&[Evzland) notonly reetted, bur deteſted as 


rellittle leſs chan Blaſphemous, (as indeed rhey 
+ſthar judge it an error, cannot but be tempt- 
Mid ro think it a dangerous one, and of ve- 


: 
. 


b ry pernicious confequence, ſo far forth as 
Kits Sequels are permitted to have influence 
&fJon Men's Practice) I think at not amifs to 
3;JAdvertiſe you, that the Doftrine of Prxde- 
Efſtinarion is nor neceſſary to juſtify the 
mffreeneſs and the Giezenels of God's Love. 


&ffor ſo conſpicuous and refulgenrt a Trurh 


e]is that of God's being the Aurhor of Man's 
Felicity, that the diſpute betwixt the Cal- 


iterning the Thing, as concerning the man- 
&fner of its being proffer'd; che former af- 

Fiirming Grace to be. irreſiſtibly preſented; 
iefthe latrer, cthough they deny it to be ir- 
yitectable, yet granting, not only thar iris 
=—_— 7 _- "'  altoge: 


et viniſt's and Arminians is not ſo much con- ® 
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altogether free and undeſerv'd, but ally, 

that rhe proffer is made. both with a Pows b 
er enabling thoſe to whom tis tender'd, to: f 
accept it, and with ſuch engaging invitas n 
tions, that Man art his firſt Converiionneed,|,. 
contribute nothing to his Felicity, but the; y 
not-wilfully refuſing.it,and may more pros.|,* 
perly be ſaid to owe it unto God, than the |* 
Beggar to owe his Alms to, his Rclicver, |® 
rhough he open his hand roreceive it, which |”; 


he mighthavedeclin'd to do, if he: would: o 


have wilfully courted his owrr prejudice; ty 
Chriſt paid « Ranſom to Red:em ws, 'tis. true, b 
and he is threfore call'd 7he Lordthat bought | 
75: butit was Gad's free Goodneſs, both. to. . 
provide us That Chriſt, and to accept of|” 
That Ranſom, neither of which he was obs; 
lig'd to do, and therefore the Scripture as 
ſcribes it not to the Juſtice, but to the Love|7” 
of God to the warld, that #7? (-nt his onlybes|* 
gotten Sontq r:d:em it : and St.Paulinthe fs a 
Text tells us both, that We are juſtify, c 
hoped'y m9 cure dew. freely Fy his Grace,and yet Y 
that it 1s, Jie is Smavigenwns through the Rts t 
a:mption, ( parchasd for a Ranſom; * 
the Original Word Engliſh'd Redemprion,| ; 
rejating to the price paid for the Redeem 
ing of Captives ) that is in Feſus Chriſf, " 
"11s confeſt cn all hands, that Merit mull] 4 


'” Seraphick Love. 


| , and thoſe thar ſeem to. ex- 
et ſomething from God as a due, ac- 
Itnowledge, that if his promiſe did nor, 


Itheir ations could not make it ſo; and thar 


wall b 


tis to his Mercy they owe the Right they 
Mlhave to confide in his Juſtice. . St. Paul, who 


I07 


"lhaving fought the good Fight, finiſhd his courſe, 2 Tim. 4 
"lard kepe the Faith, expefted 4 Crown of Righs © "© 


j trouſarſs from the. Lord, under the Notion 
41of rhe Righteous Fudge ; yer tells us, that 


thy Grace we. are ſaved, through faith, and that yyv. +.8. 


#7 ad 


ka) of our ſelves, it is th: gift of God. Whoſe 
; Promiſes now they are made us, allow us 
-Jindeed to expect Heaven from his Juſtice ; 
f bur the making 1s thoſe great and precioes pro- 

wifes, (as St. Peter juitly {tiles chem) muſt 
' beacknowledg'd the pure Effect of his free 
_ and undeſerved Geodneſs ; which to believe In- 
6 finite, we need bur conlider the difſpro- 
effortion betwixt ſuch a Recompence as E- 
7 [iernal Glory, and the leatt imperfect per- 
b lormances of ours; which though they 
Fo needed not pardon, could not at leait 
I challenge any reward irom him, who 
- i Qur Creator, has fuch a Right to exact 

got us what fervices he pleates , without 
z |propoling us any Recompence, thar our 
Mexacteſt, obedience ro all his Commands, 
vel would yer leave us to confels our elves 
77 prefit at b 


2. Pet. 1.4. 


ng 


x08 - Seraphick Love. = 

Luk 17- unprofitable ſervants who have done but mhtjh 
: it was our Duty to do; and what if we hadfth 
not done, 'we had given God, who had|1 
the Power, the Right, and Provocation to 
puniſh us. And indeed,fo conſcious are men 

_ generally ( if not naturally-) to their bs] 
ing beholding to God for their Felicity, ſis 
that even thote that miſtake or oppoſe his]W 
way of doing them good, will yer be ſurf 
to find out {ome Notion or other, undefhi: 
which they may conceive themſelves God'|61 
Debtors for his Bleſſings. That the morfſlu 
{ober ſort of Romiſh Catholicks themſelves jou 
aſcribe not ſo much ro Merit, ( properly fojhe 
calld ) nor ſo little ro God's Grace, as theſe» 
more Quarrel{ome Writers of their Party 
have given the more eager Diſputants offi 
ours occaſion to reproach them, were pes [il 
haps no difficult rask to manifeſt, if my 
haſte would give me leave. That the Arm [tx 
aians ownrthe irceneſs and unmeritedneſs offs 
God's Grace, the Remonſtrance * Confeſls|& 
on and Apology are very careful to fatisfie}jn 
the World. And even the Socinrans, (how th 
proſperouſly I determin-not) are not a lit-Jon 
tle, or uninduſtriouſly ſollicitous to freefM 
their erroneous Doctrine/ of Juſtificationſpr: 
from the objected guilt of its tendency toſje 
draw the Imbracers of it to Seryue' IN 
that]. 
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aſtheir Felicity. Which brings into my mind 
adfpaſlage that I lately read in one of the 
tocicf modern Upholders of that Sect, 
en (Schlichtingius ; who is wont, inmy Opinion, 
s [rhere his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
y,1s'Fairly and as Rationally as almoſt any 
wilriter that-I have met with of his Perſua- 
reffion; and who labours to reconcile Socinus 
erflis Dodrine with the Freeneſs of God's 
IsI6race, by Conſiderations, which, not to 
rf{8jure him, I ſhall preſent you with in his 
slown words—— Ad retundendam vero ( (ays 
ſolhie,diſpuring againlt the Learned Meiſnerus) 
heferogantiam juſtificatorum, & we dicant ſe me- 
5 uf; Gratiam, non eſt neceſſe, feruum in homi- 
ofIir arbitrium inducere; non debet wirtas tolls ut 
vlolatur: arrogantia. Suficit, 1. Quod nec velle 
7 fc perficere poſſint, nift Deus & wvoluntaten 
+ ſexcrtet Cf wires augeat. 2. uod ea, que divi- 
offus aajut? viribus faciunt, nullo modo aignitati 
IG pretio divine gratie reſpondent, fed in» 
ie ſinito 7ntervallo ab ea abſunt. N ay, though 
wihe Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up- 
Jon the Score of being the great Patrons of 
*IMan's Free will, not cauſleſly eſteem'd the 
ajereat Oppugners of God's Free grace ; 
offer both from their Famous Rabbi, and 
viny Learned Acquaintance, Menaſſeh, Ben 
'd Þþ Tract, 


lin on Nets, and. thank themſelves: for Habi. 26. I 


$18. 


member, that a Jewiſh Profeſſor of Hebrew, |' 


- that higheſt Satisfation and Priviledge; 


Seraphick Love. —_— 
Th atl, and from divers others of their moſt' 
eminent Writers, has the truth ſometimes; 

extorted Confeſſions, which, though made; 


upon Erroneous grounds were not very far: 
ſhort of Orthodox. To which purpole Ire- 


| 

| 

| 
(who aſſiſted me in my Studies of that 
myſterious Tongue) being, as the reſt of his |/ 
Nation, an eager and peremptory Cham- ; 
pion of Free will, conceiv'd, that even that|* 
Liberty,which to us ſeems leaſt to Indebt|* 
men to their Creator, did tranſcendently|* 
Oblige him unto God. For, one Day thatrÞ* 
we were privately and freely diſcourſi - 
together of marters of Religion, he told me, | 
he thought Men ow'd more to Gods Goods ( 
neſs, than rhe very, Angels do. For,faid he; b 
Whereas God, without any good Work of |/" 
theirs, bur purely out of his Goodnels, U] 


_ conferr'd on them that bleſt Condition they 5: 


enjov; by givinz Man a Free-will, by theſ® 
good Uic of which he may Glorifie "lus Mm 
Maker ; when, by Abuſing it, 'tis in us G 
power to Diſhonour him, he allows Man k 


C 


it 
Job 


of Co-operating to his own Felicity. 
And now, Lindamer, we are arrived 2 
the laſt Property, , which qualifies Godj®. 
the fitteſt Objett for out Love, _— Wi 
1332 | 
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0 { the Advantageouſneſs of his to us both in the 
R:" preſent and the future Life. And Firſt, even 
Jin this World we owe God no leſs than all 
{tie Goods we poſſeſs. We owe him both 
what we have, and that we are: For we 


And we were not only in his hands, ſo like 


us any. thing ; | but we were fo purely 
that Negative, from whence we were ex- 
tracted, that He (if he had pleaſed) for 
wer might have left us to our firſt nothing. 
His Love is the firſt Original and Foun- 
« Jain-bleſling ; all the reſt are but as Pipes 
4{(and Inſtruments ) ro convey, and ſerve 
" bur to hand it to us. Your Wit wins 
of you applauſe, Your Induſtry heaps you 
& (up Treaſures; be it granted. But who 
oj Fave you that Wit? and did both Give 
refand Proſper that boaſted Induſtry 2 Cer 
rig tainly, God as much gives all the 
isGoods we poſleſs, as he that gives a 
angger a thouſand pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Meat, and all rhe bravery 
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* it helps him to. Bur beſides theſe more 
obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, we 
d,fnjoy other effects of his Goodnels , 
is|Yhich, though by the Cultomarinels of 
| EHCir 


hel” 


III 


may fay truly of God with the Plalmiſt, / p;, .... 
4 he that hath made us, and not we onr ſelves, verl.3. 


Clay in the Potter's, that he might have made  5+8. 
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' thoughts with me--to the Gallies, and 
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their being poſleſſed, they prove leſs Con-| 
ſpicuous than the other, yet grow no leſs | 
priz'd, when the want or loſs of them 
makes us {enſible of the true value of them, 
Had T the leiſure, Lindamor, to lead your 


ſhew you there thoſe wretched Captives, 
that are chain'd to the Oars they rug at, 
and though expos'd to all the Mileries 
and Hardihips of a tempeſtuous Sea, have 
oftentimes cauſe given them, by their bar- 
barous uſage aſhore, to fear the .Ocean 
leſs than any Port, fave Death. Could 1 
draw from you the Curtains of fick and|tl 
dying Men, and open to you that fad|c! 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh away | de 
by diſtempers, that deprive them of all 01 
Joys, Advantages, and (what is more con-| w 
ſiderable ) Uſes of Life, before they eaſe] G 
them of Life it {elf ; Others breath rather| cc 
than live, perpetually rormented either| th 
with their Diteaſes or Phylſick to pro-| nc 
tract a wretched life, upon terms that] cr 
turn it into a trouble : And others {trugling| loi 
with the rude pangs of death, are yea|ſer 
perchance leſs tormented by them, thaaf fer 
by the ſad proſpe&t of their former like, | df 
and the remembrance of thoſe criminalſ as! 
pleaſures, which yet it perhaps leſs _ to 
Fs} 
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them that thy muſt now forego, than that they 
once exjoyd them. Should I, Lindamor, bring 
you into Hoſpitals, and ſhew you there 
the various ſhapes of Humane Miſery, and 
bow many Souls, narrowly lodg'd, (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) in Synecdochical Bodies, 
ſee their earthen Cottages moulder away 
to Duſt ; thoſe miſerable perſons by rhe 
loſs of one Limb after another, ſurviving 
bur part of themſelves, and living to ſce 


themſelves dead and buried by peace-meal. 


Should I, to diſpatch, Lindamor, ſhew you 
all the ſeveral Companies of Mourners, 
that almoſt make up Mankind, and dil- 
cloſe ro you how copious ſhowrs of Tears 
do almoſt every where water (not to ſay 
overflow ) this vale of Miſeries ; you 
would perchance ſee cauſe to think, that 
Gods privative ( if I may ſo ſpeak) may 
contend with his poſitive Favours; and 
thar you owe little leſs for what you are 
not, than for what you are, to that dit- 
criminating Mercy of his, to which a- 
lone you owe your exemption from M1- 


ſeries, as great as the Bleſling it con- 


fers on you : For, Who maketh thee to 


differ 2 is a queſtion that may be as well 


askt in reference . to eur External, as 
to our Spiritual condition. Which in- 
3 3 Vites 


LI3 


3 Con fs 


14 


ed diſcaſes thar diſtemper their bodies. 


| Seraphick Love. 
vites me to mind you, Lindamor, that you 
are yet more engag'd to God's love for 
protecting you from thoſe groſs Vices that 
disfigure moſt Mens minds, than from 
thoſe leſs dangerous, though more reſent- 


For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, and 
even that vainConverſation which youngGen- 
tlemen are generally pleas'd to think {o in- 
nocent, are really more formidable and per- 
nicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than thoſe 
that reduce men to take Phyſick, or thruſt 
them into Hoſpitals. To evince the truth 
of which Paradox, I hope I ſhall not need 
to mind you of judging of the dangerout- 
neſs of Diſeaſes by the Nobleneſs of that 
part affeted, ſince I can tell you, that 
he that cannot err, ſeems daily to juſtific 
our Aſſertion, by inflifting 1tckneſs and 
the ſharpeſt ourward Calamities on his 
own deareſt Chiidren,-to preſerve them 
from the contagion of Sin, or cure them 
of the unfilial Habitudes of it. And 
therefore, ſince, when we ſee a tender 
Mother apply a painful Caultick ro rhe 
neck of her Favourite-Infant, threatnec 
by the Appolexy, we ſcruple nor tc 
conclude, that ſhe thinks the trouble off * 
an Iffus, an Evil inferior to the on” 6 
100} 
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ſion Fit, So when we ſee our Heavenly 


Father ſend Infirmities and Croſſes to re- 
ſcue thoſe he loves, from the Contagion or 
Dominion of Sin ; we may ſafely conclude, 
he thinks Affliction a leſs evil than Guilr, 
ſince he is too Wiſe and Indulgent a Phy- 
ſitian ro Cure with a Remedy worſe than 
the Diſeaſe. In the eighth of Dexteronomy, 
there is a caution given rhe /ſraelites, leſt 
Proſperity ( which is wont to be a kind of 
Lethe, thar makes Men forget all but 
their Enjoyments ) ſhould make any of 


them ſay in his Heart, My power, and the Put 


might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth. * 
But ( {ſaith my Text ) they ſhall remember 
the Lord their God: for he it is that gt- 
veth them power to get wealth. Tt is not 
the revolting {ſrazlites only , of whole 
Ignorance, of his Bounty God may 
complain, as he did by rhe Prophet , 


by whom he {ſaid 2 F 4 taught Ephraim fo Hy. 11. 3. 


go, taking them by their Arms , but they 
knew not that I healed them: And there 
are but too many of whom he might lay 


as he did by the ſame Prophet ; For ſhe did **% 13.9 


not know that I gave her corn, and wine , 
and oil, and multiplyd her Silver and her 


Gold, which they prepar d for Baal : There= 


il fore will I return and take away. my Corn 
on 


| 3 it 


Luk 16. 
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thereof, and will recover my Wooll and m 
Flax given to cover her nakednefs. And this 
will make way for the deſign I had ta 
recommend the advantageauſneſs of God's 


Love by ſaying , That as for Spiritual 


Goods, he gives us in this Life ſorich an 
earneſt of expected Joys, that even the 
cirneſt is a ſtock large enough to ſubſiſt 
with Comfort on, and really out-yalues 
and tranſcends'all thoſe momentary plea- 
ſures, it requires us to forſake, to keep 
up a Title to Eternal Ones. Bur to par- 
ticularize God's Mercies to us in this ve- 
ry life, would certainly take up a conſi- 
rable part of it, And yet the Love God 
bears us dies not with us, nor doth ( as 
Mens Aﬀections ) either endure a Funeral 
in our Tombs, or {urvive only in a uſcleſs 
grief, ( or an eſteem as bootleſs. ) No, 
God's love is ſo far from reſembling the 
uſual ſort of Friends, who, when they have 
accompanied us to the Grave,do there leave 
us; that , like the Angels that carried 
Lazarus Soul te Abrahanis boſom , its 
Officiouſnels begins then moſt to appear, 
when our dark Eyes are clos'd , and 1s 
then trueſt ro the beloved Soul , when 
ſhe forſakes the Body ; giving each =_ 
{ec 
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{ed Saint cauſe to fay of God, what Naz- Ruthz20, 


mi did of Boaz, that Ale hath not left off his 
kindneſs to the living, and to the, dead. Now, 


indeed ( fays our Sayiours Favorite.) are 1 Job. 3.1; | 


we the Sons'of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we ſhall be: But we know, when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him. This 
Bleſt expeRtance muſt be now my Theme, 
'becauſe the narrow Limits , which my 
Deſign hath placd to this Diſcourle 


\( of the Advantagesaccruing from God's 


Love ) will leave no more room untaken 


tp by Heaven. 


Bur, Zindamor, before I proceed to ſet Se8. rg. 
forth to you the Greatneſs of the Feliciry re- 


ſery'd for us in Heayen, it will, I fear, be 
requiſite tomind you of the lawfulneſs of 
having an eye to it. For many, not'unde- 
ſervedly, applauded Preachers, have of late 
been pleas'd to teach the People, that to 


hope for Heaven is a Mercenary,Legal,and 


therefore unfilial Afﬀection. Indeed, ro hope 


for Heaven as Wages for Work perform'd, 


or by way of Merit, in the proper and 
ſtri&t Acceptation of that term , were a 
preſumption, to which none of the Di- 


'vines, we diflent from, can be too much 


an Enemy, nor perhaps more ſo than I 


am. But to take in God's Bleſſings _— 
| the 
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the Motives of Loving God, is, but to 
. do as he did , who faid, 7 love the Lord } 
becauſe he hath heard my voice and my ſupplis\ 
cations ; andito look upon the joys of. Hea- ſe 
ven, to comfort and ſupport us in the hard- 
ſhips and' lofſes to be undergone in our ſi 
journey thitherward is, to imitate no worſe [ſu 
a Man than Moſes, of whom it is faid, that [al 
. he eſteemed the » —_ of Chriſt | greater [bo 
riches than the - eaſures in Agypt ; for beÞ 
had reſpett, or turn'd his Eye, ( «m5xcm )ÞR 
unto the recompenge of the reward. It is f 
indeed, Lindamor, a happy Frame of 
Mind , to be able to love God purely for i 
himſelf, withour any. Glance at our own th 
Advantages. But though I dare not de-ſe: 
ny, thar it is poſſible to attain to ſo high Je 
and difintereſs'd a kind of Love, yet Ithink [m: 
that that Excellency, {uppos'd to be vouchr ſſo 
ſaf'd to ſome Men, is not by the Scrip-/ 
ture. exactea as a Duty from all Men. þe/ 
Were all the Recompence of Piety of a lac 
worldly Nature, and to be here receiv'd, [th; 
the Actions invited to ,by the Intuition of 11, ſth 
might paſs for Mercenary, But when ſth 
Heayen is chiefly hoped for , as it will 
admir us unto the fruition of God him-| 
ſelf in Chriſt, and that rhe other Joys|#/ 
expected there, ars ſo far from beinggy 
QT 
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offef a ſenſual or aworldly Nacure, that 
4 hey are known not. to be attainable, cill 
i« fy I the Senſes and Bodies them- 
z- Fclves, and all the merely animal Facul- 
|. flies be aboliſh'd-, for a Heaven fo confi- 
ir ſier'd, I fay, to fore go readily all the plea- 
e lures of the Senſes, and undergo cheerfully 
t fall che hardſhips and dangers that are wont 
-r ſhovattend a Holy Life, is,, Lindamor ſuch 
ba kind of Mercinarinels, as none, bur a 
)[Reſigned, Noble, and Believing Soul, is 
s likely robe ewlty. of. Tf T ihould fay that 
f fear 1t (elf, and even the fear of Hell, may 
x Ie one juſtifiable Motive of Mens actions, 
4 ſhould propoſe, what thoſe I am 
reaſoning with, would think a Paradox ; 
et I ſhould perhaps, hold forth therein no 
more than the Scripture does, Let 4s there- Heb. 4; x; 
7 fear, (ſays the Writer y” the Hebrews ) 
p- Weſt a promiſe being left us of entring into his 
bf any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
a [ho leſs eminent an Herald of rhe Goſpel 


n 
h 
k 
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1 
1, than St. Paul, who ſucceſsfully maintain'd 
k the Eyangelical againſt the Legal Spirit, 
bus profeſſerh of himſelf, 7 keep under ' _— 
vy = and bring it unto ſubjection, leſt * 
any means, when 1 have Preach'd to 
Þthers T my "fel ſhould be a caſt-a-way. 
of Id "TWas Agr to Slayes or Hirelings 
Lnac 


I20 


Luk. 12. 
4h, 5. 


Fins. x, truſted, he means what manner of '# 
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that Chriſt directs this admonition, k 

{ 
unto you , my Friends, Be 70t afraid {+ 
them. that kill the Body, and after ih F 
have no more that they can do; But I'll 
forewarn you whom you ſhall fear , fear Tn 


"which after he hath klF d, hath power 'to © 


into Hell; Tea, T ſay unto you, ( a gemitih, 
tion, which the preſent controverſie ſhey 
not to have been cauſeleſs ) fear all ol 
Where the Paraphraſe given of God, | 
not barely deſcriptive but rariocinati 

( to borrow thoſe terms of the Schookſ, 
in warning, us not only whom we fhouk 7 
and ſhould not fear, but why we hol F 
fear the one and not the other. As whe he 
St. Paul ſays, 7 know mhom [7 hi 
ſon, how faithful (as St. Peter elſewhere al, ; 
God) and how omnipotent : whence immedy 
ately he adds, And 7 am perſuaded that 6s 
able to keep that which I have committed # 

him againſt that day. More Texts of the ſaf n 
Import might be added, if the Peſign 
thoſe already alledg'd were other, tl uh im 
to Facilitate the admiſſion of the more pla Te: 
ſible Truth we have been making 0 0d; j 
and which to us ſeems very clecrly healer 
forth in thoſe and the like Scriprumt iq d 


which are therefore cited out of © A 
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7M ew Teſtament, that they might have the 
eater. Authority with one ſort of our An- 


Moniſts 7 preſs toward the mark of the prize Phil.3- 14 
mM the high calling of God in Chriſt Teſts. 
bs Ve - they bs ao his Commandments, Reva2.14. 
ls they may Hoes right to the Tree of Life, 
in d may enter in through the Gates into the 
Wy. Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
Wndation againſt the time to come, that they 
Ny lay hold of eternal Life. To them, who by 
Went continuing in well-doing , {eek for 
bf.) Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 
Wernal Life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
vc to God is queſtionleſs Filial and 
q hcqualable, tis faid, Looking unto Fec- Rom.2.17. 
2 5 the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 3+ 
w, for the Foy that was ſet before him, 
ol red the "8 Wh piſed Is ſhame, and 
08 [et down at the right hand of the Throne 
if God. Nor ſee I Rs ir ſhould be Un- 
Milal for a Child of God to further the 
l ai ing of thoſe Paſſions, which his hea- 
nly Father intends to have rais'd in 
na im, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 
il res that God 1s pleas'd to employ to 
kcite them. And fince the Scripture 
j ems plainly to invite our hopes, by re- 
" ps St. Pauls having ſaid, Every Man | 
W ftriveth ” the maſtery i temperate »,, 
in 


Cor. % 


Mat. 5. 12. 


Rey. 2» 
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in all things; now they do it to obtain a corrmph 
tible Crown, but we an incorruptitle. And by 
repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as ſay; 
ing in one place, Rejoyce, and be exceeding | 
glad, for great us your Reward in Heaven: \, 
another, Be thou faithful unto Death, anlF. 
will give thee a Crown of Life. And in ds $ 
vers others ſpeaking to the like purpoſe * 


Since, I f{ay, the Scripture ſeems thus t A 


allure our hopes, would it not be a kind 
of accuſing it of an aptnefs to delude ang. 
enſnare us, to teach, that it propoſeth ul: 
us the powerfulleſt obje&ts to incite ouf, 
pailions, if it be ſinful ro cherith and ha. 
bor the paſſions naturally belonging W- 
thoſe objefts > and certainly, Lindamn 
ſince God, who, as our Creator, know, 
the Frame and Conſtitution . of Mani C 
Soul, incomparably better than he hin 
{elf, is, pleas'd to deal with our Hopes at A 
our Fears, to engage us to his ſervice. 
It very ill becomes us, either to quarithy. 
with his Methods of working on @l . 
Spirits, or to reject any help which 
has been pleas'd to afford a Piety, whidþ 
for ought ever I could obſerve, do 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtant 
enough to keep any help that can be eF- 
ployed to promote it from beg bt 
{tic100p 
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"MFicious. And truly, the animating or diſ- 


$. thuraging influence, that Hope,or the want 


F it, is wont to have upon our endeavors, 
Wakes me very apprehentive, that fince the 
iq livening hopes of Heaven are not able 
F make molt mens endeavours, other than 
ery Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſup- 
; forting hopes would ſoon weaken and de- 
 Feaſe our endeavours into none at all. 
$ But, Lindamor, though I may perhaps 5g, 2c, 
a ave taken ſome pains in ſtudying Con- 
| Toverlſial Divinity, yet 1 take fo little 
F —_—_ in writing of it, that though 
ot only a ſ{eaſonable Duty to truth, but 
y &þ necellary one to the enſuing part of 
{vis Diſcourſe, have preſſed me to ſerve 
uf In this Cauſe ; yer I ihall perhaps obrain 
your pardon ſooner rhan my own, for 
Jtaving thus long ſuſpended rhe diſcotir- 
Jing ro you of rhe Advantageouſneſs of 
God's love ro us, as it gives us here a 
TRight, and will hereafter give us admiſli- 
x Jon, to Heaven, Heaven, the bright Seat of 
. flo much happineſs, that we ſhall ſcarce- 
-$1y. count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 
05 the ſear of them. There the Excel- 
Alency of the poſſeſſed Goods ſhall as 
much diſappoint our expectations, as in _ 


"Jother fruitions the emprineſs is wont to 
do. 
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do. The Apoſtle rells us, that Eye half 
uot ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entrli 
into the heart of Man, the things which Gull 
hath prepared for them that love him. Sudfh 
pure retin'd Delights not only ſtoop nal 
unto Senſe, but are fublime enough eval 
to tranſcend imagination. When Fang 
hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfecteſt Ideas 
that its abſtractions can make, of Bleſi 
{edneſs ; our awn more happy experiencaſſ 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when w 

come to Heaven ; which is a ſoil, whol 
fruitfulneſs is {o confin'd to Joy, that evaſ 
our diſappointments and miſtakes ſhalf 
there contribute to our happineſs; whid| 
will ſo much partake of his immentityÞÞ 
whole Gift it is that you fee the Apoltiſn 
gives it a Negative deſcription : and td 
create in us apprehenſions underogatoif 
ry from what we ſhall poſſeſs, not one 
removes our thoughts from all we do en 
joy, but exalts them above all that wi 
can fancy. At which way of proceedfi 
ing, that you may the leſs wonder, Lip 
damor, be pleaſed to conſider, that 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only W# 
gratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptabiſ 
objects, and conſequently our Capagpt 
ties of Happineſs, as well encreasd # 


1 Cor- 2.9. 
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< Kd. A Child not yer pots 'd out -of 
& homely priſon of the Womb, cannor; 

G e poſubly frame Ideas of thoſe -de- 
7 which will be afforded him by the 

a caſing noiſes, and the glittering objes 
at will preſent themſelves ro him after 

s Birth. And the ſame Child whilſt he 
-xHntinues in his Nonage, though he may 
leffith Delights look upon Emblems finely 
cehawn and painted, and may take ſome 
xfure in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 
ing Characters and Flouriſhes of a Greek 
4 d Hebrew Bible curiouſly Printed ; yet 
al cannot then imagine the pleaſure the 
idhme objects will atiord him, when Age 
of xd Study ſhall have ripened and in- 
mated his Intelleftuals, and made him 
tpable both of underſtanding and reliſh- 

> the excellent Moralities, couch'd in 

1 oh ingenuous Emblems, and the pro- 
und and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith 
at Divine Book, the Scripture, ( eſpeci- 
My in its original Tongues ) does to an 
iFelligenc and Religious Peruſer, appear 
F Jeegutr'd. Such a double adyantage, 
Mrdarmeor, among others, the admiſſion 
biſicc Thews brings thoſe, to whom that 
eefling 1s vouchlaf'd : For, beſides that 
o t of - Objects, (if I may 1o ſpeak ) fo 


new 


= 
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new and-f{o peculiar to Heaven, that rhe 
Ideas- ' could never enter into Me is 
thoughts before their admiſſion rh&vy, 
beſides this, I ſay, our then enlarg'd'e 
pacities will enable' us, even in objet 
which were not altogether unknown'toW 
before, to perceive things formerly undify] 
cern'd, and derive. thence both new andl{ 
greater ſatisfaCtions and delights. Wondafy 
not, Lindamor, that in mentioning thiſt 
joys of Heaven, T uſe the expreiſions 1 findſd 
leſs detractory from a Theme, as mudfb 
above our Praiſes, as the Heaven they an 

enjoyd in is above our Heads. Fdp 
though ſuch expreſſions may ſeem ſonibtt 
what Tumid and Aſpiring, and fitter mudfir 
for one that celebrates, than for one thai 

bur atlerts : Yer cannor I ſcruple to uſgtc 
ſeeming Hyperboles in the mention 'v{h 
Felicities, which make the higheſt HypeyPt 
boles bur ſeeming ones. For thoſe JoysFc 
Lindamor, of Heaven, are like its Stanft 
which by reaſon of our remotenels fraC 
them, appear extremely little, though rf 
ly in themſelves they are fo vaſt, thatq< 
lefs than the largeſt is by odds greatgen 
chan the biggeſt object upon Earth, nayſtir 
than the whole Earth it ſelf And therefofin 
as if I were to take you with me to colftlt 
remplay 
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template the Planets, I Would Thew you 
#8them chrough ſuch a Teleſcope, as by a 
eJorcatning thoſe bright Objects in compa- 
QJnſon of what to the unaſſiſted Eye they ap- 
dg pear, doth ſomewhar leſſen the diſadvan- 
Agnge of Remotenels, and ſhews them with 
aFlets detraction from their true Magnitude; 
ado mentioning to you the Felicities of Hea- 
aeyen, I think ir not unlawful or Improper 
befto endeavour, by repreſentations, tranſcen- 
ng ding what they appear, to give you Noti- 
jaqvns teſs inferior to what they are. 


ag In Heaven, then; we jhall raſte hap- 5:2. 24 


offpineſs enough, to enable us to rectitic 
Wythe definition of ir. We may there be 
Wginſtructed how ro Name and Rare all 
wgGoods By thoſe that will Concentre in- 
gto the Felicity we ſhall poſſeſs, which 
#ffhall be there made up of rhe Confluence, 
eqPerfection, and Perperuity of all true Joys. 
ylFor, Heaven will make us happy, not 
mit as Philoſophy pretends to do) by the 
Confinement, bur by the Fruition of our 
WDciires : which ſhall neither fail in the 
tychoice of their Objects, nor miſs of the 
th enjoyment of them ; but be, both uner- 
aringly Juſt, and infallibly Accomplith'd : 
on the former of which Properties, (as our 
then Rectifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 
ay k we 
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we ſhall think our {elves happier (yet) than 
in the-latter. We ſnall there reſemble the 
Saints we, here Admire, and ſhall not only} 
Sce,and be like thole Pious Worthics, whole 


- virtues Eclipfe theirs, which among the Hea: 


_ cellent. Perſons that did as well Ennoble as 


H-b.12.23 


.Idolatry, and darken them into Objeas 


then Deifi'a leſs deſcrving Heroes; thoſe ex- 


inttruct Mankind, giving us cauſe to Glo- 
ry, - and to:Bluſh that we are Men, and 
whote Stories have the unparalell'd Honor 
of being. recorded by Inſpir'd Pens ; Thoſe 
Spirits, 1 fay,of juſt Mn made perfect, as the 
Scripture terms them, ſhall be our conſlan 
and familiar-Company, into whoſe bleſſed 
Society we {hall not only be Welcome, bu 
Encreafe it,, In Heaven, we ſhall have; 
bleſs'd and familiar Converlation. witl 
thote ſame glorious Spirits, whoſe Natur 
doth 3nyeſt them with ſuch a Luſtre, that 
all che Diſadvantage of rheir Diſguiles, 
when they Appear ro us, doth {ſcarce {uffice 
to confine our Raptures to Reſpects beloy 


for our Wonder, not Adoration. There 
we {hall ſee (a Sight worthy dying for) tha 
Blefſed Saviour, 05 whom the Scriptun 
docs ſo much, and ſo excellently entertal 
us, and who having done and ſufferd i 
much for us, does {o highly delerye of us 


boti 
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both upon the ſcore of his infinite perfeti- 

ons, and upon the account of his ineſtima- 

ble Benefits. Yes, there ſhall we ſee that 
f Holy 'and Divine Perſon, who, when he 
youchſaf'd as his Favorite-Diſciplesſpeaks)* B x non 
zo: pitch his. Tent among us, and dwell with /”, OM 
Men on Earth, to fir them by his Merits ſob. 1. 11. 
andExample to dwell with him in Heavenz 
did ſo- admirably--mix-,an awful Majeſty 
with an humble meeknels, and the aſlpm'q! 
Infirmities of his human Nature, with the 
ſeaſonable Coruſcations of his Divine; and 
expreſs'd in his whole lite, fo perfect and 
exeniplary a/Virtue,and yet lo much Sweet- 
nel3 'and. Gentleneſs towards thoſe Afpi rers 
tot, ;thart that were the molt ſhort/of it ; 
tharthe Jews themlelyes could ſay of him, 
Thar, Hd: had done all: things well ; and his Mat.7. 37. 
very. Enemies, that Were employed to ap- 
prehend bim as a. Malefactor, | confels'd 
eveh to thoſe that. ſent them - ro-do fo, 
Thar never man ſpake like him. And his Apo- juh. 7. 46. | 
{tles, . who had molt opportunity to pry 
narrowly into his Actions, and were of a 
condition and breeding very unlike ro in- 
falſe ito them Heroick Reſolutions, did,. 
in {pight of the frequent reproofs their 
failings extorted from him, and of the 
hardſhips that attended his ſervice , 
think even death it {elf in his s Company, 

KR 2 more 


—_— Seraphick | Kone. | : ' 
more Eligible, than life led out of it; Let 


Job.11.16. 34s alſo go that we may die with him (lays even 
the diſtraſtful 7homas to his fellow | Diſci- 
ples.) But, Lindamor, we ſhall there ſce the 

Pail. 2. 7. Son of God, not in that Form of a Servant, 
which he pur on, thar he might ſuffer for 
us, and exerciſe his Prieſtly and Propherick 
Fun&tion here below; bur in that Regal 
State and Condition, which belongs to him 
by Virtue of his Kingly Office; on whoſe 
feore he is ſtiled in the Scripture, Xing of 

Rev-19.16. KINGS, and Lord of Lords, all Power or Au- 
both in Heaven and in Earth. And now 
Nobly atrended may we ſuppoſe this Di- 
vine Monarch to be'/in his Exalted Condi- 
tion in Heaven,when in his ſtate of Humi- 
liation on Earth, whilſt he was in the W:- 

Mar.4- 13- dorpeſs among the Wild Beaſts, the Angels arc 
recorded to have miniſtred unto him; and 

- Lukr. whilſt he lay (wayth'd in a homely Man- 
ger, the multitude of the Caleſtial Hoſt 
were heard to ſolemnize his miraculous 

' Birth, according to that Paſlage of the Wri- 

Heb. r. 6 £er to the Hebrews, When he bringeth the firſt 
begotten into the World, (he faith) And let all 

the Angels of God worſbip him | And yet ſuch 
confiderable. and noble Creatures, thoſe 
immaterial Intelligencers, called Angels, 

arc, 


thoriry being (as himſelf{peaks) given him 


' # 


able to deſtroy above a hundred and four- 
ſcore thouſand Men , in the blaſphemous 
Senacherib's impious Camp. And ſo much 
Majeſty and Superiority, does their Nature 

ive them, in reference even to- the emi- 
nenteſt of Mortals, That, when the un= 
daunted Joſhua had boldly challeng'd one af 
them, that appear'd to him in the likeneſs 
of a Man,and demanded whom he was for ; 
when he knew him to be an Angel, (unleſs 
he ſuppos'd him to be that promis'd Meſ- 
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Pare, that One of them in One night was? "83 


| fiah, who is elſewhere call'd rh2 Angel of the Ma. 3.7. 


Covenant, as it iS in the Original, and in 
the ſame Text th? Lord ) he alters his Ad- 


dreſs unto him inthis ſubmitlive one, V/hat Jofh 5. 


ſaith "my Lord unto his Servant » And even '* 


Wiſe and Holy Dazzel himfelf, who was the 
{ſecond Perſon of the World for Power, and 
the firlt for much nobler Attributes, Wiſ- 
dom, and Underſtanding, who {aw ſo ma- 
ny Governors of vait Provinces, and Prg- 
fellors of admired Magick, inferior to him- 
ſelf; yet confeſſes to the Angel, thar ap- 
pear'd to him, that he was confounded 
and dilanimated at his Preſence, and adds, 


þ 


How can the Servant of this my Lord, talk Pan. +0. 


with this my Lord? We may fafely -there- 
fore expect, that we ſhall chen behold. our 
- K 3 Sa- 


17, 


IZY 


Exad. 3. 2. 


Ifa. 53.2. 


Iſa. $. 6. 


Cant. 5. 
10. 
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Saviour, not in thoſe diſpuiſes which difii-'# 
_ gurd him in their Eyes, that only -confi- ! 
der'd his Sufferings, bur in that triumphant 


Condition ; wherewith they are now re- 


warded. 


will appear upon that Radiant Head of 
his, more Glorious, than rthole . of - tie 
flaming Buſh, wherein God appear'd to 
Meſzs. And we ſhall nor ſee that defpica- 
ble Form, which made the Prophet ay, 
perſonating the generality of the” Jewith 
Nation contemporary with the Meſlias i ---- 
He hath no Form nor Comelin:{s, and when we' 
fhall fee him, there is no Bzauty that we ſhould 
arfire hizz. But we ſhall fee himencompals'd: 


with {o much Majelty, and fhining with ſo 


much of his Genuine Splendor and Beauty, 
that wethall deſervedly eſteem him Nephle, 
the Admiratl:. And our raviih'd Souls thall 
by the more attentive contemplation of 
him, bur find more cauſe to imitate the 
Spoule in Solomon's tnyſtick Epithalaminm: ; 


who having dwelt upon the Beaury of the. 


ſeveral parrs that concurr'd to the accom: 
plifhing 'of the Divine Bridegroom, -ex- 
clatms 1n att Fpiphonema, yery contrary to 


the | expreſſion lately mentioned in the 


or by an 


Propher, ZH? altogether defires, | 
DE CE __ Hebraiſm, 


— The Thorns of his now no: 
more Gauling , but: Adorning ) Crown 


Ln. 


#JHebraiſm, mf d:firable, which our Eng- 
Miſh renders, /Ze i altogeth:r lowly. His 
Eyes will there appear as St. John repre- 
{ents them, of active Fire, and will into Rev. 1.145 
Jthe willing Breaſts of the ravith'd Behol- 
Jders, ſhoor Flames as Pure, as Holy, and 


and upholding ak thing 


2s deathleſs as thoſe Fathers of the Church, 
who beliey'd not the Angels alrogether In- 
corporeal, may be {uppos'd to have con- 
ceived the Seraphims to conſiſt of Certain- 
ly , ſince ( as the Scripture informs us) /t 
nevzr enired into the heart of man, what God has 
reſeru'd in Fi-aven for thoſe that love him; 


That Glory can be bur imperfectly expreſs'd 


[by the bare Epithetof Inconceivable, with 


which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 
rings and Obedience of that only begotten 
Son of his Love, for whoſeſake he is pleas'd 
to confer on ſo many thouſands of Men, 
ev'n to many of his Servants a brightneſs 


cate a more radiant Luſtre to the Sox of 


Heir of all things , by whom jp he made 


the Worlds : who being the brightneſs of his 
Glory, and the _ Image of his Perſon, 


s by the word' of his 
4 ' Power 


unimaginable Glories. He that vouchlafes Mal. 4 2. 
like that of the Stars, will ſure communi- P#» 12-3: 


Righteouſn:ſs, that only Son of His, whom Heb.12.3. 
(to borrow inſpir'd expreſſions) he hath made 
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Eph.1. 21-9ower, when he had Ly him: If purz'd our fin) ins} 


#4, 19. 


Phil. 2. 7. 


$7, 3,41 


ſate down on the right hand of the Maier 
on high, far above all Principality and Power 
and Fiets, and Dominion, and ev ery name that: | 
is named,not only in this world but in that whichhi 
is to come. Therchy exalting him, not only 
above all Earthly Princes and Porentares,M 
but even above the higheſt Orders of the 
Spirits of the Caieftial Hierarchy. f 
Bur apprehend not, Lindamer , that 
this ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will 
make him deſpiſe the meaneſt of hisk 
Saints, or diſdain Cammunion with himſhi 
For, St. Paul aſſures us, That he was in 
the form of God, when he vouchſaf'd to 
_ take upon him the form of a Servant, troki 
" wake us free; and fure,he that condeſcend- | 
cd fo far, and {toop'd fo low, to invitehhi 
and bring us to Heaven, will not refuſe! 
us a Gracious Reception there. In theÞo 
days of his Fleſh he was pleas'd to ownþl| 
Lazarss,even inthe diſhonors of the Grave, on 
and vouchiafd him in that deſpicable Pr 
condition the Glorious Titic of his Friend.| 
And when he deſcended the Mount offþc 
Qlives, all the loud Acclamations of theſhe 
glad Mulcirude , thar ſang Zoſanng's tofpc 
him, and ſtrew'd his way with their Palms,| | 
their Veſtments and their Praiſes, could hi 
not] 


| eraphick Love. * 
ot divert him from Deploring, even with 
iyFſears Fernſalem's approaching Fare; and ex+ 
7,Þrelling in the mid{t of his Triumphsa Con- 
tern, for the very worſt and ſtubbornelt of 
chhis Enemies. And ,left it ſhould be thought, 
y.Shat he was thus concern'd for worthleſs 
Ss, Mortals, only whilſt he Shar'd and Felt 
whe Miſeries of their Condirion ; * give me 

kave to obſerve to you, Lindamor, that 
athnmediately after his ReſurreXion, whilſt 
{[the Senſe of the ſudden and unexampled 
isSEhange of his Condition was freth upon 
n.-him, and the Remembrance of the Apoltle's 
nfngratiryde in deſerring him, almoſt as Re- 
opent; he ſticks not to give thoſe very Dil- 
qfiples that forſook him, the glorious Title, 
l-Jand that a more familiar one than we find 


EpÞim to have allow'd them on Earth) of þzs Mar:8.:e 
elBrethren ; and particularly ſhews himſelf Mar.:s. 7. 


eÞolicitous for that Peter, who, in ſ{pighr of- 
aþll thoſe empty boaſts, wherewith he not 
cnly {eem'd to deftie Death, but Chriſt's 
ePrediction too, did not only forſake his 
l.Maſter,but deny'd him. He can in Heaven 
fe {o concern'd for his diſtreſſed Members 


eltere on Earth, that not onlyhe can take 


OM dtice of expiring Stephen, thorow that Act. 7. 


5,JCloud of faral Stones that batter'd down 
Has Priſon : and can, when Saw was perſe- 
c cuting 


136 


AR. 9. 5. 


Iz the {e- But in the Meſſages he ſends to the Ang 


eon1 and 
third 
Chaprers 
a? rhe 


Ap 7A 'yÞ-. 


RCr.3. 20 


Mat. z 5. 


].uk 12, 
37- 


era Ve "0. TY 
cuting the vulgar Chriſtian, cry out un} 
him; Sawl,Saul,why perſecuteſt thou me 2 as 
He, and thote that Love him, were but One 
+. 
or Governors ofthe ſeven Churches, he ſuf 
ficiently manifeſts, That ſingle ChriſtiangÞ 
may beas particularly in his Thoughts, ff 
if they had no other Object : His Great-FÞ# 
neſs will not make his Kindneſs leſs fami-F 

liar, but only more Obliging ; He diſdainsÞ 
not, even after his Aſcenſion, to ſay, Be 
hold, T ftand at th: door and knock, if any mat 
hzar my woice, and open the door, I will come inf 

to him, and will ſup with him, and he with mM, Ne 
That King, in the Parable, by whom hint 
ſelf is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to wel 
come cach Individual truſty Servant witypc 
a peculiar, Euge bone Serve; And in ano A] 
ther Parable £ {cruples not to repreſen 
the great condeſcenſions and familiarity! 


E 
wherewith the Lord ſhall renumerate . 


| 


faithful and watchful Servants, by tellintF 
his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whowpe: 
th: Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo watcf® 
ing, Verily, I ſay unto you, that he ſbal 
gird himſelf, and will make them to fit dom 
to meat, - aud will come forth. to ſerve th * quz 
Art which expreſſion, you will the leſs ao 
mire, if you conſider, that beſides that ity wee 

_ paraboo 


. 
[1 
{ 
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abolical and probably bypidolical and 
pefore not to be taken ( as the French 

ak, au pied d: la lettre) in a ſtrict fenc? 
efind in the Ev angelical Story, that our 
viour di{Gain'd nor to converſe familiarly 
Pubiicans and Sinners, nor even to 
aſh the Feer of his Diſciples : : And fince 
i Ry rofuch Familiarity to thoſe 
Mortals, {o many of whom were apt 
Þturn the favours of God into Wanton- 
jk, we may the leſs admire his gracious 
D ndeſcenſfions. to thoſe, the Sinletsneſs of 
"A | Poſe condition will keep them-from turn- 
p his vouchſatements into any thing, but 
|. caſions of Joy and Gratitude. Marvel 


bt, Lindamor, as at an impertinency, thar 
Fappear ſo folicirous to poſlets you with 
oþh apprenenſions of rhe fuper-eminent 


J 


Dioniry and Felicity of our exalted Savis 
$ eur; and that inthe loftieſt and moit mag- 
if uficent expreſſions, the Scripture afioras 
gle, I have endeavoured ro make out to 
þ$ou, that the bright Son of Righteouſneſs 
lf now grown uncapable of tuftering E- 
TE burſhines with unclouded and une- 
I'd Splendor ; and that we ſhall in Hea- 
n (as the Writer to the ZZ:brews {pcaks) 

bee A who was made a little ( or for 2 yg. 9. 
wort while, Coax 7 ) lower than the An- 


gels, 
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gels, for the ſuſferins of Death, crown'd mwillths 
Glory, and Fonour. For it will make Heavah 
more Heaven to us, to find him reigning 
there, who hath tufierd: ſo much for ugh. 
and for whom, if we e'er come rhither, wel 
ſhall have ſo much ſuffer'd. For, ſince ow 
Love will, as the reſt of our ſurviving Gra, 
ces, be perfected and grow compleat hi 
Heaven ; the inefftable Happineſs of ow 
dear Redeemer muſt needs bring an encrealh; 
to ours, commen{urate to the Ardency af 
our Love for him, and we Jhall relith nf 
HappinetS more than that ; which is they 
fore ours, becauſe he is happy, and ſup 
poles in him, what it confers on us. Beſidgfy 
that, {ance the Regal Dignity ; wherein (ay 
Mediator) he is Inſtated, may make us ow 
our Salvation ta his Sentence, as well a 
to his Merits ; Heaven it feif will be mn 
ettimably endear'd ro us, by our enjoyingh 
it upon his account. I need not tell yolghs 
what a value Lovers are wont to ſet upath 
the leaſt Favours that can be beſtow 
on them by their Miſtreſſes, and that. oy 
rentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Brace. 
of Hair, or ſome ſuch Trifle, that nag 
thing can make precious bur her preſcnlllh 
ing it, is highlier valued by the tranſpotyhy 
red Loyer, than the richeſt Preſents Me 
Nature, or of Fortune. How great F 
| Bleſling] 
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*&fing muſt ir then be, Lindamer, to owe 
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'Afys that need notendearing Circumſtances 

merit the name of Happineſs, to a Per- 

A ſo belov'd, that even Heaven ir ſelf 

al bring more Felicity to the amorous 

Wal, as it is a proof of his. Love, than 

Kt it is a Donative of his Bounty. As 

-Wfonate Brides do incomparably. more 

We the Wedding-Rings which their glad 

WSyers give them, as Pledges than as Gold. 

Mis {aid of rhe perſecuted and diſgraced 

Moſtles, that they rejoyced to have been **:5-4" 

Wiinted worthy to Jef ſhame for his Name. 

Wt if they deſervedly rejoyc'd to be 

owed to ſufter for him; of how much 

(Jy ſhall rhey have juſt cauſe, rhar are ad- 

"Stred to Reign with him 2 his having ſup- 

*Srted the Hardſhips and the Toyls ( for I 

iſt not now call them Evils) to which 

ir afflicted Condition of Mortality is ex- 

W%bs'd, does {0 much Alleviate them, and re- 

eh us under them, that in this ſence alſo 

may be truly {aid, rhat the chaſtiſement of *% 53: 5- 

"Fr. peace was upon him, and by his hurts we 

*F. /-aled. But he that reliev'd us even 

Fr his Croſs, will ſure do more for us by 

"Ss Crown, when he ſhall admit, andeven 

"Mice, cacli faithful ſeryant to no leſs a 

Weclling, than to enter into his Maſters Foy, Mas 21 
| 50 

gl 


Seft. 23. 


Luk. 20. 


29, 


Luk. 15. 


ſolemnly beg ' your pardon for this 


-Chrift in Heaven, treating of the Hay 


Children of the Reſurrettion ſhall be inf 


. to be acquainted with each other: ſince: 


Seraphick- Love. © 
So rich a Source of Happineſs did C 
deſign to' make himſelf ' ro us in all 
Ca pacities and conditions; that-in * q 
and in Earth; it was, and will be; mw 
cious -and 'cotſtant imployment, to 
our Griefs, or impart to' us his Joys ;l -\n ) 
either Iefſen our Miſeries by his Sufferigy 
or iricreaſe our Happineſs by his Felici 

of; T 
" Expect not,” Lindamor, that I thow: 


| 


y 
C 


a 


SL 


ing Excurſion; till 1 come” to think of 
digreſfion, to inſiſt on the -Blefſedne 


neſs which thoſe that-love him / will 1 
joy there. Wherefore, 'inor 6 ( 
rime- in imploring a needleſs forgive FE 
I ſhall proceed to'tell you,. Lindamor ju. 
in Heaven-we ſhall not only fee our & ' 
Brother Chriſt , but probably alſo! 4 
Kindred, Friends, and Relations, thatF- m 
ving here in his Fear, died in ' his Favoy;: 
For ſince our Saviour tells us, that" js 


| 


equal to, of like the Angels, who ya k | 
the Viſions of Daniel and St. Tohn, app 
the Parable ofthe miſerable Epicure, and 
happy Beggar, the Father of the faithi 

repreiented;as knowing, ot only. che (1 


q:. 


b- | Seraphick . YU? - T4t 
* bn, and preſent condition, but the paſt 
"Wcory of Lazarus : ' Since the Inftrudter of 
he Gentiles, confidently expects his Con- 
"erted and Pious © Theſſalonians, to be: his 
"Crown at that great dry; When the having 112, 
" vr n1ecd many to 7irhtevu neſs , ſhall, as the ban. 
ws ipture Borerels: confer, a Star-like and | 
"Aimmortal - brightneſs. Since ( which is 
chiefly. conſiderable ) the knowledge of 
"particular actions, and, conſequently, per- 

pe ons, ſeems requiſite to the atrainment of 
"that great end of God, in the day of Judg- 
"ment, the manifeſtation of the Punitive and 
Memunerative Juſtice : ſince, I ſay, theſe 
FIArguments, beſides divers orhers; are af- 
<SPorded us by the Scripture ; we may ſafely 

: conclude ir probable, that we ſhall know 
each other in a place, where, fince nothing 
"Trequilite to happineſs can be wanting, we 

Imay well ſuppoſe (ar faſt, if we can ima- 

y zine here, what we ſhall think there) that 

Jye ſhall not want fo great a farisfaction,as 
"Jthatofbeing knowingly happy in our other- 

; ſelves, our Friends. Nor is this only pro- 
Tybable, Lindamor, bur 'tis not improbable, 
that rhole Friends that know us in Hea- 
Jen, ſhall welcome us thither. For, ſince 
Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 

A( though rhey be fo far from being related 


ro 
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Luk. 15. 7. 


1 Cor. 13- 
e. 
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co our perions, that they are Foreigners to, 
our very Nature) receive acceſſion 6f Joy 
for a relenting Sinner, that by repentance L 
begins to turn towards God ; you will not 
think itablurd, that in a place where ChzÞ} 
rity ſhall not only -continue ( as St. Paul 
ipeaks) but grow perfect, our dear Friend 
ſhould rejoyce to {ee us,not only begin to 
turn towards God, but come home to hitn;,Þf: 


Nor is. it unlikely, that our tranſported b; 


Souls ſhall mutually congratulate each ot 
ther,their having now fully eſcaped thents] 
merous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick 
{ands, and threatning Storms, and no lelsI/; 
dangerous Calms, through which they atÞ* 
at length arrived at that peaceful Have 
Where Innocence and Delight ( which arÞ 
hereſoſeldom matcht) are inſeparable Cont 
panions, both of each other, and each Ble [ | 
{ed Reſident. With thoſe Friends we heteÞ!! 
lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. AndJ® 
"will be but need, that the diſcovery oi?! 
each others Virtues ſhould bring us to af” 
mutual knowledge of our perſons; for 

therwiſe we ſhall be 1{o chang'd, that wept* 
ſhould never know our Friends; and#*! 
ihould ſcarce know our Selves, were no®! 
an eminent increaſe of knowledge a pany*©? 


= 


of that happy change. . 1 


Seraphick, ue 
tofſ. For. thoſe departed F ads whom at 
oyÞ ur laſt Se paration, We {aw disfigured by 
6 Il the -haſtly horrors of Death, we ſhall 
io hen ſte afliſting about the Majeſtick 
" if hrone of Chriſt, with their once wile Bo- 
al es f refiener into the likeneſs of his glorious 
Gf f fo! mingling their glad Acclamarions 
1. the Hallelujahs of Thrones, Princi- 
aalitics, and Powers, and the moſt dignifi 'd 
"| favourites of the Czleſtial Court. ) heed 


& not tell you, Lindamor,that we ſhall be more 


1 uſtly tranſported at this Meeting, an 
&[yas good old Facob at that of his Son Fo- 
pep, whom having long mourn'd for dead 
efand loſt, he found nor only Alive, bur a 
© flereat Favourite, ready to welcome him to 
*l n unknown Court. For, whereas the Pa- 
Tftriach ſaid to his Son, Now let me die, fince 
{have ſeen thy face; the ſeeing of ourFriends 
fin Heaven will aſſure us, that we ſhall for 
ever Live with them there.” The Re-uni- 
offon of Friends being there as priviledg'd 
from Divorce, as that of Soul and Body, 
hor ſcarce will be more ftri and 
; atisfaftoiy.) For, here indeed, if our 

Wfriends do not allay our Love or Aﬀecti- 
gon by unwelcome Actions, or their con- 
m4tagious Sufterings, We commonly dote on 
Jihem to a Degree, that, as it were, Re- 
duces 
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duces God to deprive us early of them,andff, 
ſharch our Idolds, and his Rivals, from with 
Bur-rhere, our, on both ſides, compleared 
Graces, will not only Deſerve, bur Allow 
higher Strain of Friendſhip. The near Con, 
remplation and Fruition of the infinitelyf 
tranſcendent Perfeftions of the Creator, 
keeping all our Kindneſs to the Creatures 
not only Subordinate to the Love. we owgh, 
to God, but grounded On it; as Exciredf 
Needles, when they {tick faſteſt ro each of 
ther, owe their Union to their having both, 
been touched by the Load-ſtone; to whichK, 
they have therefore Both of them ſtrongah, 
Inciinations,than Either to the Other. *þ 

There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfactorily 
underſtandthoſe deep and obſcure Myſteh 
ries of Religion, which, the profoundeth, 
Clerks that love not to flatter themſelves 
acknowledge, they are unable fully of 
Comprehend ; - being after all the Toy| 
and Induſtry of their anxious Enquiries 
reduc'd to fit down with the Apoſtley 
6 cads in Admiration of that Depthf| 
whoſe Bottom they cannot Fathom. There; 
we ſhall underſtand thoſe oblcure paſlah 

es of ( That Divine Book, and unf 
capable of Flattery) the Scripture, which 
notwithſtanding all that Bold Criticky 
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Wd Learn'd Expoliters have attempted to 
SYaſtrate ir, does ſtill continue, in many 
Waces, Obſcure. There, diſcerning how 
hc uiſitively rhe ſeveral Parts of Scripture 
Sc fitted to the leveral Times, Pecions,and 
IFccurences, wherein their Alk-foreſceing 
oathor intended moſt ro uſe them ; we 
Wil diſcern not only a Reconcileableneſs, 
Tc a Friendſhip, and perfect Hatmony, 
S$&twixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt 
OF Variance, and ſhall diſcover not only 
vc Senſe of the obfcurer Pallages, bur 
mc Requiſiteneſs of their having been 
FTricten ſo obſcurely : That ſtrange and 
Aculiar,as well as otherwiſe cryptical Me- 
"Tod and Stile of Scripture, which often 
Sts us ſo much ſtudy ro find ir Rational, 
Me ſhall there diſcover to be admirable and 
rthy of irs Omniſcient Author. There, 
Ahope, we. Jhall have clearly-Expounded 
Dus thoſe P:xddles of Providence, which 
Ove, but too often, tempted even good 
"Yen, to queſtion Gods conduct in the 
Wovernment of the World; whillt the 
-*Rlamicies and Perſecutions, of Virtue; 
Wd Innocence, ſeem approy'd by him; 
Flo accumulates Proſperities on theit cri- 
Final Oppoſers: There, we ſhall be con- 
"Sc'd, that all theſe ſeeming irreguia- 
= . E 3 riti9s,; 
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rities,which-the Heathen thought fit to il 
pute to the giddy Whimſies of a blind fg 
male Deity, are not only conſiſtent wig 
God's Juſtice and Goodneſs, bur are Pr 
ductions of ir. And though {ſuch a Bely 
does here,to inteligent _ .ſcem perhay 
a-greater piece of Self-denial,than to refray 


from Wine, or Gold, or Mitreſles ; yetlp 
Heaven ir will appear as reaſonable 4 

| here we find itdifficult. For,as Bildad {pcaky 
in Job, W: are but of yeſterday, and know 
thing, becauſs our days upon Earth, are but 


ſhadow. And the ſthortnels of our Tranſitogl 
Lives,not permitting us to continue log F 


enough Spectators here, to fee above 
Scene or 'I'wo at molt of that great Ply 
Acted by Mankind upon the Stage of th 
World; "tis no wonder we are apt to harbgf 
ſiniſter thoughts of the Contriver of a Pld | hs 

whole neither Beginning nor End we 
acquainted. with, Which yer is licele 1 Mm 
injurious, than "were to.cen{ure the lo 4 
Iragedian $Sexzca, or fome other matchighy 
Artuit, having peruſed but a piece of {og N i 
Tragedy, whereof the latter part never 
rived at our view. But when once Gog % 
whole Plot (ifI may ſo ſpeak) and Call; 
dutt in the Adminittration of the Warlf tai 
{hay come tro be diſclog'd; all thole BF 

| Vou 
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Wtions and occurrences of Empires , 
Wares, Families, and particular Perſons, 
SShich Men-are here fo prone to quarrel 
Sith, will there appzar fo juſt, ſo requi- 
te, and fo ſcaſonable, tnat thoſe very 
Wings which here tempted us to deny 
aFJod, will there engage us to praile him ; 
Wd we ſhall not ſo properly be fatisfy'd 
Mich his Providence, as raviſh'd. But eipz- 
Rally, we ihall b2 tranſported with Wonder 
id Gratitude, when God fſhall youchſafe 

& diſcover to hi3 particular Servants, tne 
Rcafons of his Diſpenſations towards them, 
Mind make out to them, not only the ne- 
Meffiry and Juſtice, but ev'n Mercifulneſs 
"Ff thoſe very Afflitions, that were moſt 
Mpurced- to his Severity, (no ſtroke from 
*Dod's Paternal Hand, either lightning ſoon- 

Ir, or falling heavier,or ſtaying tonger,than 
Ac occaſion that extorted it, exacted) and 
Fonvince them, that their Hopes were ne- 
Aer diſappointed, .but to fecure their T't- 
"Se to better things than thoſe they hoped 
"Jor ; nor their inferior Interetts preju- 
Ficd, but for the Advantage of the Su- 
Breme Ones. Yes , all that unwelcome 
Warkneſs, thar here furrounded- our pur- 
Plind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at the 
awning of that bright, and as St. Peter's 2 Per.z.1. 
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* put cg * Expreſſion may be inter; St) Eten ” 
91% Day; wherein, the Reloturica of all rhol| 
Ditficulties which here Exercis'd ( and 
perhaps Diſtreſs'd ) our Faith , ſhall by 
granted us to Reward it. - And I nuwfllf. 
pr rofeſs to you, Lindamor, ( as unfaſhiog , 
able as ſuch a Profeſſion may ieemin a Gen 
tleman not yet Two and twenty ) that 
find the Study of thoſe excellent Themesp > 
God's Word,and his Providence,{a difficullÞ 
and yer {o pleaſ ng and inviting,thatcou y 
Heaven afiord me no greater Bleſſing cha 
a clear account of the abſtruſc Myitcrich s | 
of Divinity and Providence, I ſhould valugf 
the having my Underſtanding gratifi'd amt ? 
enrich'd with Truths of ſo Noble andy 
Precious a Nature, enough to Court He 
ven at- the rate of renouncing for it al 
thoſe unmanly Senſualities and trif Tr 
Vamities, for which inconfiderate Mortal? 
are -wone to forfeit the Intereſt of theg® 
Saviour ſo dearly bought them in it. | 
Seft. 25. Nor ſhall we only converſe with Saint i 
_ and Angels, but with that infinitely mor 
glorious Deity, that made them, what they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſalfÞ 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy ( its Maker 
x Joh.'3. 2. God, and fee hin as he s, who, ( as ti b 
Tak '* Scripture telleth us ) ſhall then be a7 A 


7 H D EFAPAITK LOVE. 
=: comprizing all the Goods, we yalue 
of the Creatures, as eminently and fully, 


#.M 


ings che Sun doth the Light that rwinkleth 

bl the Stars. 

wil. If one that was none of the leaſt of the 4next 

opÞhiloſophers, ſcrupl'd not to tell the Man *" 

enJhat ask'd him, What he was born for, that 

it was to contemplate the San; If our belt 

e(Naturaliſts themſelves, though the dark- 

altfkeſs that is here cait upon rhings, and the 
IKimneſs of our Intellectual Eyes, ( which 

adtlremember Ariſtotle fitly compares to thole 

jegjof an Owl at Noon-day ) permit us to 
diſcern but very little of that Wiſdom, 
Mower, and Goodneſs, which he has ex- 
preſ(s'd in the Creation ; are yer often tran{- 
ported ang raviſl'd with a juſt Admiration 

afgof the Perfections he has difplay'd in his 

dV orkmanſhip ; If the wiſe Queen thar came 

Jo far to vitit Sclomon, was put almoſt into 

gan Extaſie, by the fight of his ( though 
Wiſe, yet Humane) ordering of things; And 

tat Angels themſelves ( as St. Peter informs us) 

rel 6 -fire fo look into the myſterions COntrivan- 

ices of God, in order to Man's Redem- 
Fption : How great a ſatisfaction Linda- 
wor, may we juſtly conceive it mutt needs. 

dc, to be admitted to ſee ſo much of God, 

35 Heaven will diſcover to us? eſpecially 

4. | L 4 ſince 
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ſince ſo much of our future happinſs will | 
conſiſt in that Beatifick Viſion, as the 
Schoolmen juſtly call it) that Sr. John Cott 
1 Joh.3.2. cluded, that we ſhall be like God, becauſe we' 
ſhall ſte him as he is. And our Saviour 
_ himſelf araphraſes. our Ccaicſiial Felicity 
Mar.5.8. by this Bleſſed Viſion, where he ſays, Blef- 
F d arcthe pare in heart, for they ſhall ſee Ged:; 
As.on the other ſide, the 7 riters to the 
Hebrews employs the being deny'd the 
{ighr of the Divine Object, as a delcripti- 
on of extreme wretchedneſs, in that Text 
where, having exhorted thoſe to whom he 
Heb. 12. Writes, to follow peace and holineſs; he adds, 
14 as the ſformidabieſt Menace which he could 
| make ule of, to deterr them from Ay. 
his exhortatior, mithess which, no man ſha 
ſzc the Lord, And by ti his Viſion our Savi 
our ieems to ceicribe the Happinefs, even 
of Angels ; where, forbidding the ſcands- 
lizing of any thoſe littie Ones that betieve| 
in him; he adds, to enforce what he had faid, 
Mars Fattheir Angels ap always ſee the face of his Fb 
30. th:r ia F:aven. We ſhall be fo taken up 
with the Contemplation and Fruition. 0 
that Giorious Obgcct, (in whoſe Infinity al 
Goods arc included and dilated ) that Ar 
ges, numberleſs as the, Joys that Beatilic 
Viſton abounds with, Wil ſl {Carce afford us 


I50 


v5. ax 5 &O 
*- # 


eraphick Love. 


MF lcifure for a diverfion to any. ether plea- 


he 
}f-" 


ſures, than thoſe it {elf creates. Which are 
ſo numerous and {o entire, that we ſhaft 
there detire nothing that we have nor, ex- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes to 
him,or at lea{t a capacity to pay him great- 
er Thanks for what we have. And even 
thole deſires, God's Gracious accepration 
will make, in being conceiv'd accomplith'd : 
for, otherwiſe Heavens Reſidents {carce 
know any other want, than that of need 
to wiſh: The compleat Bleſſedneſs of their 
Condition, reducing them to a happy uſe- 
lefneſs of Withes, by affording them a' full 
Przxpoſſeſſon of all the Objects of Defire. 
There time, like Fire, having: deſtroy'd 
whatever it could prey on, ſhall at laſt dye 
it felf, and ſhall go out into Eternity. 


.whoſe Narure' is tuch, that though our 


fJoys, after fome Cenrurics of Years, may 


ſeem to have grown elder, by having been 


enjoyed fo many Ages, yet will they really 
{till continue new, not, only upon the feores 
of their welcomnets' and irejhneſs, bur 
by their perperually. Equal ( becaute Inf- 
nite ) diſtance from 'a Period. There,, 


our Felicity ſhall always be the ſame, yet 
ever New, 


| , Wearinels arguing wmperſe- 
Qian, cither in the Objed, or the Appe- 


rite ; 
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tite; the former of which is impoſſible! 


in God , and the latter ſtall ceaſe in 
Heaven. Where our Felicity ſhall be fo 
great, that Variety (it ſelf ) ſhall not be 
needed as a Part of it. And, if Hea- 


ven do admit variety, it may be ſuppos'd 


ſuch an one, as ſhall conſiſt in a furcher 


Knowledge of the Firit Object (God,) not 
a forſaking of it ; and {uchas ariſes fromthe 
fixt beholding of the changing-necks of 
Doves, or ſuch as we may lee in the diver- 
fify'd refrations of the ſame ſparkling Dia- 
mond. In God, there is(if I may {o ipeak) 
ſuch a various Indentity, that the Fruition 
of him both ſatisfies and creates deſires : 
though Thar, without Satiety : and This, 
without diſquier. Other Delights, like the 
uſual Cloaths we wear, quickly grow Stale; 
and are ſoon worn out; whereas Czleſtial 


Pleaſures participate of the Prerogative of | 


the Jews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of 
not impairing by being uſed Long. But as 
the amorous Needle, once joyn'd unto the 
Load-{tone , would never uncompell'd , 
forſake the inchanting Mineral; bur after- 
ages cling no leſs. cloſely ro ir, than at 
the firſt moment of their Union : So do 
the Saints in Heaven, with the ſame Un- 
ciminiſh'd freſhneſs ever poſleſſes their 

L Joys, 
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J Joys, as if each moment were the firſt that 


they poſſe(s'd them in. And, if their Hap- 
pineſs does not improve by laſtingerEnjoy- 
ment, 'tis perhaps,but becauſe it was at firſt 
uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Pleaſures 
do admit acceſſion, they ſhall receive it 
from our Aſſurance, that we ſhall taſte 
them for ever, and perpetually repeat ( or 
rather continue ) the ſame renew'd Fruiti- 
ons to an Eternity, endeard by nothing 
more, than by the quier leiſure it will at- 
ford us, undiſtraftedly ro employ it ince- 
lebrating of the Authors Praiſes ; and in 
2 condition, happier in that by it we grow 
pait Doing, than paſt Suffering IL In Hea- 
ven (ina word) our inexhauſted Joys 
will be ſo numberleſs, and ſo immenle, 
that we ſhall need, ( as well as have) 


Ecernity it ſelf to taſte them fully. 
Bur Lindamer, it was-not my Deſign Se. 26. 


to give you a particular Topography 
of this Celeſtial Cazzaar ; but only ina 
few words to let you ſec, that 'tz 4 Land 


flowing with Milk avd Honey. And though 


1 acknowledge, I have given you but 
dark deſcriptions ( and ſometimes rather 
Poerical than Chorographical ) of what 


the Apoſtle ſtiles, 7he Inheritance of the Col. 1.11. 


Saints in Light. Yet ſince , to wher our 
| Long- 


$; 


- 
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Longings, for Fruitive ( or experimental } 


knowledge, it is reſery'd among the Pre- 
rogatives of being in Heaven, to know 


how happy we ſhall be , when There: | 


and ſince, what the Scripture hath reveal'd 
of Paradiſe, ſeems meant rather to quicken 
our Obedience, than fatisfie our Curioſity; 
t may for thoſe purpoſes, have perhaps to- 
lerably perform'd that 'Task (of Heavenly 

Topography ) by the acknowledgments of 
my diſability to doit worthily. Ijhallnow 
only add this property of our expected 
Blits, that the vaſt multitude of Partners 
does detradt nothing from each private 
ſhare, nor does the Publicknefs of ir leſſen 
Propriety in it. This Ocean of Felicity be- 
ing ſo ſhoarleſs, and ſo bottomleſs,that all 
the Saints and Angels cannot exhauſt it : 
it being as impoſlible for an Aggregate af 
Finires, ro comprehend or exhautt one Infi- 
nite, as 'tis for the greatel{t number of Ma- 
thematick Points to amount to, or con- 


ſtirure a Body. Our Neighbor-Regions do 


all enjoy the benefit of Light as well as | 


We; yet we enjoy not leſs, than if: they 
enjoy'd none. Indeed there is this dit- 


ference berween the Son of Righteout- | 


neſs and that of Heaven; that whereas 
the latter , þy his Preſence, Eclipſes - 
-——yhe 
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| the Planets, (his Artendents;) rhe- former 


w T7 


| | from their being expos'd (unskreen'd) to 


As if he meant to infinuate, that, As when 
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though radiant with a much mightier ſplen- 
dor, will, by his Preſence, impart to his 
Saints; according to that of the Apotie, 
When Chriſt, whe. is our Life, ſhall appear, then C93: 4 
fhall we alſo appear with him in Glory., So that 
the Elett in relation to this Sun, ſhall not 
be like Stars, which his ſhining obſcures 
and makes to diſappear ; bur like polyh'd 
Silver, or well glaz'd Arms,or thole valter 
Balls of burniih'd Braſs,the cops of Churches 
are ſometimes adorn'd with, which ſhine 
not till they be thin'd upon, and, derive 
their glittering Brightneſs, and all the daz- 
ling Fire that environs and illuſtraresrhem, 


rhe Suns refulgent Beams. 7am my Beleved's, cc. 
and my Beloved is mine, {ays every Saint 
(with the Spoule in the Cazticles) to his Re- 
deemer. David {ays of them that pur their | 
truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie Pf..36. 6 
them with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and make 
them drink of the River of his Pleaſures : 


a Multitude of Perſons drink of the ſame 
River, none of them is able ro exhault it, 
and yet cach of them may have the full 
liberty of Drinking as much as he Can, 
or as much as he could, though none but 


Him- 
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ſity of the Object, and not the Prx-polſefi- 
on of his Rivals. The Angels, though of a 
Nature. Dittcring from ours, and thereby 


ufferings and infirmities, do yet ſo ſym- 
pathize with us, that (as our Saviour in- 
"ſq forms us) they rejoyce at the repentance 
the Church-Militant, and thofe of the Tri- 
umphant, live as far aſunder, as Heaven is 

from Earth, and are not more Diſtant as ts 

Place, than Differing as ro Condition; yet 

St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be but one 

Eph.3- 15. Family in Heaven and in Earth. If then the 
 £>- diſparity of Reſidences, of Qualities, 
and of Condirions, cannot how hinder 

the Lovers of God from being ſo con- 
cern'd in one another : how much of en- 
dearing Kindneſs may we ſuppoſe, that 

they will Interchange, when both their 

Love ſhall be Perfeted; and all thoſe other 
Graces too that are proper to Cheriſh and 
Encreaſe it. For, the ſame Apoſtle, who, 

LG 


of a ſinner. And though the Members of 


lac'd above the perſonal Experience of our | 


Himſelf ſhould be Allow'd to Drink of it iÞ" 
So, whoſoever enjoys God, enjoys him' 
Wholly,. or at leaſt doth enjoy him ſo En- 

tirely, in Relation ro that Man's Capacity, 
that the Fruition of whatſoever reſts unen- 

Jjoy'd of God, is forbidden by the Immen- 
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{ro aſſiſt us, to conceive rhe ſtridtneſs of the 
[| Union both betwixt Chriſt and his Saints, 
[and the Saints among themſelves, tells us, 
that He i the Head, and they are his Bogy, * Cor-1t- 


and Members particular; teaches us to make 
this Inference, That (to expreſs his Do- 
frine in his own words) /f one Member ſuf- verſ:7.:t 
fer, all the Members ſufffs with it ; and if one 
Member be honour a, all the Members rejoyce 


I ith it. Yes, Lindamer, in that bleſſed Con=- 


dition, our Wills being perfealy conform'd 
unto our Maker's, no Saint nor Angel can 
enjoy his Love without poſſeſſing a propor- 
tionate Degree of Qurs. And then, ſince 
perfet Friendſhip appropriates to each 
Friend the Crofles and Proſperities of 
the other (as good Barzilla; could not be 
highlier obliged by David, than by the 2 Sm 15 
King's Kindneſs to his Son) each ſeveral © 
Bearirude in Heaven ſhall ( in ſome fort 
concern the whole Society, and ) be Ours. 
As Aſtronomers teach us, that the Earth 
receives Addition of Light by the Sun's 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, and from 
the Moon reflecting upon Her. And be- 
cauſe our Perſonal Capacities are too too 
Narrow, to contain all that joy, we are 
(by the ſtrange Arithmetick of Friend- 
ſhip). in a manner multiply'd into as ma- 

ny 
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ny happy Perſons, as there are Saints and | 


Angels bleſſed in Heayen. Our perfe&tunioy 


ro our common Head, and. mutual Commu- | 


nion with each other, applying and bring: 
ing. home every Felicity of. theirs. to : us. 
\ This -Friendly. and reciprocal Sympathy, 
reachingus each Glorifi'd Saints Bleſlednets, 
and. him ours, by* a. bleſied Circulation, 
which makes us encreaſe, by our reſentin 

them, thoſe joys (of others) whole = 
we reſent. But,my thoughts are engaged 
in {0 good a Company, Lindamer, that they 
keep me from coniideringhow faſt the hours 
paſs, and have almoſt made me forgot,that 
the time which my occaſions allow'd,me 
for {criÞling toyou, is fo far ſpent, that nat 
now at laſt ro reprieve you from the per- 
ſecution of my blunt Pen,,were to be almoſt 


as injurious to my own affairs, as to your | 
Patience. Hereafter yec I may poldibly 


make you ſome amends for this, with Riper 
Ditcourles -of the Nature and Duties, or 
(if you will) the Propexties and Returns 
of rhis Love, to which 1 have hitherto 
preſented you ſome Motives. To- ( the 
laſt-of ) which I might add, That our love 
to the Creatures is an Erneſt, but to God 
ts a Title; the one makes us the Qbjects, 
but the other makes the Object ours; 


A @4.;, jad boi, fr as ha od AtEE_c Hd SS ine ah > © & an Ea oo oo or OO OO OO OR 


'T hat, 


1, 


" Serdphick Love. + 


(| That ſince there is in Love fo ftratige a Ma- 
gick,as to transform the Lover into the Ob- 
jxt lovd; we ought to be extremely care-' 


ful of the Dedication of a Paſſion; which, 


. Jas it is plac'd, muſt either dignifie our 'Na- 


ture,-or degrade it : And not to addreſs ro 
any lower(or,which isall one,to any other) 
Objet, the higheſt Intenſity of a Love; 
which cannot but ſtoop without ourDegra- 
dation. And thefe T might expatiate on, 
and Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe I have already inſiſted 
on ; but that I may more properly reſerve 


them to the Treatiſe of the Properties of 


that Love, whoſe Nature ſo partakes that 
of its Obje, that there can hardly be 
produc'd more powerful Motives to it, 
than the Conditions of it. Since then ( as 


I freſhly intimated ) I cannot bur fear thar 


your tir'd Patience, as well as my urgent: 
Occaſions ( though theſe will recal me 
to morrow Morning to my own Weltern 
Hermitage ) doth at- preſent ſummon me 
to leave you ; and ſince I cannot do 
ſo in a happier place than Heaven, I ſhall 
fuſpend my farewels, only to beg you to 
believe, that ſo Noble a Motive of ex- 


alring Friendſhip, as the ambition of ren- 
;| dring mine a fit return for Yours, hath ſo 


= M-i * im- 


not Expreſs it ſelf by any leſs Actempr, 
than this gaining you rhe greateſt, and of 
the- moſt Deſirable of all Goods, by Ele- 


being made Inſtrumental to procure them 
you, would really Create in, 


My deareſt Lindamor, © 


From Leeſe this 6th 
of Aug, 1648. 


Tour moſt Faithful, moſt 


Aﬀedtionate, aud moſt | 


ROBERT BOYLE 


improv'd my Kindneſs, 'that my Aﬀetion,” 
wirhout wronging its Greatneſs, could 


vating { that Noble Harbinger of your | 
Soul ) your Love to Heayen : Whoſe Joys |. 
alone are not inferior to thoſe which the | 
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| ADVERTISEMENT. 
1% " Hilft 1bis Fourth Edition 
VV of the fore-going Trea- 


| tife was upon finiſhing, it hapned, thas 
| a Devout and wery: Ingenious Friend 
fof the Authors, having preſs d to 
| have the Peruſal of ſome Occaſt- 


onal Meditations that lay by him, 


[on ſeveral Subjefts , met , among 
| others, with that which follows ; 


And finding the Subjeft to be of Af- 


| finity with what is rather Touch'd 
than inſiſted on, in the 65th Page 
[of the paſt T reatiſe , Touching 


Mens Inabllit _ to Praiſe God 
Worthily having a great deal 
of Partiality for the Refiettion, would 


needs have it annex'd as it was, to 


M 2 the 


the newly _ 1 Edition : Ne 
withflanding the Author's having tos| 
Juſt cauſe to urge, That, beſides thel 
Imperfettions that are made neceſſa- 
ry by. the Sublimity of the Theme, 

fab Occaſional Papers , eſpecialh 
His, are wont. to. have peculiar un- 
accurateneſſes; as being deſign'd ra- 
ther. to entertain the Writer eh ( 
than any other Reader. 
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R. An Occaſional RefleQtion upon a 
1LBL | E Ro 
( Receiv'd in April, 16 62.) 


f;| Containing an Account of what paſſed 
on the RINGs Coronation- 


in what: He has done to Solemnize His 
| Coronation , he has: behaved; Himſelf 
N| rarely. well. For I doubt nor, but: you - 
| cafily diſcern by his way of Writing, 
that he is highly ſatisfied with his Per- 
| formances , and expe&s that' he ſhall , 
if not be Thanked bythe King, a-tleaft, 
1 be mention'd - in the News-book. Bur 
| twill, 1 fear, be requiſite to tell you, 
M 3 -, chat 


that this honeſt Man is not alone of his 


Is 


mind ; for being his Landlord's- Bailiff; | 


he is -efteem'd ar” thar ' rate by his 


Neighbours, and look'd upon as a Man | 
very ' conſiderable” in + his Pariſh; and is 


perhaps thought to have a right to Pit 

— ' hoſt that do not. admire wig: 
he- has now been doing. And yet, You 
and ], who pretend. not to be Courtiers, 
can, in his Rural Ercomiums, and his 


ill-contrived way of Honouring his. 


Prince, eafily diſcover ſo much that 
might have been Mended, and to 
much. that might be Laugh'd at, that, if 
the King, according to His wonted Gra- 
ciouſneſs; youchlafe this Action his Smiles, 
it muſt not be; in conſideration of the 
ſuitableneſs of the Performances to. the 
Occaſion, but, partly as they | praceed 
from a Hearty, though, | ilexpreſs'd, 
Loyalty and Love, and farthy., as 
they afford Him a Subject of Merriment. 
And not only the- nice Criticks, who 
have ſeen thoſe Magnificent Solemniries, 
2nd heard the Eloquent Panegyricks, 
wherewith the principal Cities and 
Aſkmblies in the Nation have thought 
they did but Fart of what they ſhould ; 
and net only . thole Aſſiduous Cour: 


tiers, | 
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T tiers, who, by the Honour of a nearer Ac- 


ceſs have Opportunities (deny'd to others) 
of diſcovering thoſe Parrticularities that 
may beſt give a higher Veneration for a 


{ Great Perſon and a Great Prince, to thoſe 


that are qualifid to diſcern and relliſh 
fuch things; not only thee, I fay, will 
have a quite other Opinion of the Ru- 
ral Praiſes, and Antique Ceremonies that 
were {o well lik'd a hundred Miles from 


| Londox; but this Country-man himſelf, 


if he were admitted to the Court, and 
bred a while there, would in time fee 
{o great a diſtance. betwixt what he has. 
done, and what a Perſon better bred 
might have done, that he could not re- 
member without Bluſhes, what he now 
looks upon with Triumph. 

And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs to You, Pyrocles, that I have (on 
other Riſes) ſeveral times been revoly- 
ing in my Thoughts, what the Angels 
think of thoſe Praiſes and Deſcriptions 
of God that Mew deviſe, (For I intend 
not here to fpeak of thoſe the Scripture 
wherein we are moſt Ap- 
plauded by others, and do” oftentimes 
perchance Applaud our felves. -- For thoſe 


have 


M 4 


Luk. x. ſtand: before God, + and. that they continu- 
Mar. 18, 4ly fre dis face, have þy that Priviledge, 
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have ſeveral Advantages to aſſiſt ' them ;jaJ;! 
the Celebration of our common Maſter, I. 
- which we poor Mortals want. For Frſt,, They 
are free from thoſe Selfiſh and Inqgrdinate, 
Aﬀections, that too often hinder us, ei-' 
ther from Diſceraing the Excellency of I. 
/ divers of. God's: Attributes and Ways, or |. 
from duly Acknowledging it. They have 
-no Sins to keep them from deſcrying the | 
Juſtneſs of what he does; They have no | 
Ingratitude to oppoſe the fuller Reſent- 
ments of His Goodneſs; and they are not 
tempted, not. to diſcern and adore His |. 
Wiſdom, for fear they ſhould appear Cul- | - 
.pable for repining at His Diſpenſations. |. 
-And indeed, their Longzvyity allowing | - 
\them the full Proſpe&t from end to end, 
of thoſe intricate tranſa&tions of Provi- 
dence, of which ſhort-liv'd Mortals do com- 
:monly fee but a part ; they are queſtion- 
- leſs far more ſatisfi'd with the incompara- 
bly better Contriyances. they diſcern in 
the Management of: humane Afairs, than 
.we are with the Conduct or Plots of 
the moſt Skilfully written Plays and 
Romances,” Beſides, [Thoſe happy Spirits, 
- of whom. the Seripture, tells us, that they 


the 


If 


bad 


i the ble A Opportairic of Alas; in 
F. che- Deity they  Contemplate and ſerve, 
.many. Excellencies, which even They could 


FP 


.ngyer but by Experience have form'd any 


I. choughts of ; an they ſee in one anothers 
_Solemn Adorations and Praiſes, a way of 
| Honouring the Object of them ſo much 
tranſcending the — of what We here 
aim ar, that their Fomag es to their Crea- 
tor may well be ſu 5 of a far Nobler 


Kind T ours. An wo , When I confi- 
der, how much leſs unworthy Thoughts 


and Expreſſions touching Things Divine 
. the ſame Perſon may have, when come. to 
- his full Maturity, of Age and Parts, and 
- Whilſt he was- bur a-Chuld in bath ; and 
when I conſider, how much more "Advan- 


tageous Conceptions of the Wiſdom dif 


played in the Univerſe, and particularly 


in the Contrivance ofa Human Body, one 
chat is a true Philoſopher, and a skilful 


_Anatomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 


a man illiterate, and unacquainted with 
DiſſeQtions: When, I fay, I conſider 


theſe things, and compare the dim. Twi- 
li ghr..of Human Intellets in this Life, 


Fon that GIA and Radiant , rn 
' which the Scri aſcribes to Angels, 
4; ae. but think, char, ſhaving to fn 


Privilege of a much Nearer Acceſs thati'kfſ; 
allow'd Us to contemplate God's Perf& |, 
ions, the Advantage of having incon& 
parably more Illuminated Intellects to ap-jþ 
prehend them with, they muſt frame 6-| 
" thergueſs Conceprions of- the Divine At- 
tributes, and glorific the Poſſeſſor ar an 6- 
therouefs Rate, than is allowed to Thoſe, 
whoſe Underſtandings are' fo dim, and 
* whoſe Reſidence is fo remote from thart 
bleſſed Place, where the Perfeftions they 
would Extol are moſt Diſplay'd. © 

 Afliſted by theſe and the like Advan- 
rages, Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spirits may 
well frame Notions, and employ expre- 
flions in honour of their Maker, ſo far 
rranſcending Ours , that , though the 
AngeP's Goodneſs keeps them, doubtleſs, 
from beholding them-'with Contempt ; 
yet, -we may well think, they look 
upon Them with -fuch a kind of Pity, 
as that, wherewith great Wits and Cour- 
tiers look gpon the Miſtakes and Imper- 
fections of what they Did and Writ, when. 
they were bur Schoolboys ; 'and as that, 
wherewith, when” we thall be admitred | 
to the Society of the Angels, we' ſhall 
look back upon our former ſelves. 'No , 
Pyrocles, to Praife God is a Debt, which, 
| though 
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L though we ſhould: ever be Paying,we muſt: 


vs 


> vi 


always Owe,not only becauſerhe renewed 


 JObligations will laſt as long as we ; bur 


Pp: [Þccauſe, though the entire Sum were poſſible 


to be paid, we have no Coyn of the Value 
that would be requiſite to makea Payment 
of that nature. *Tis true indeed, that ſome 
men {ay much more than others upon a 
Subjet, on'which none can ſay Enough, 


perfeet can but imperfetly Celebrate, It. 
may be roo,that the Praiſes we pay to God 
procure Us fome from Men, and perhaps 
even from Orators and Encomiaſts ; and 
though I hope no Man can ſo flatter himſelf, 
as to think he can Flatter what-he can ne- 
ver do Right to; yet the zealouſneſs of our 
Endeavours, and the Applauſe that others 
entertain them with,may perhaps tempt us 
to think, that becauſe in our Exprefitons 
we have ſurpaſſed ourſelves,we have almoſt 
equal'd our Theme : as if ro make our 
Praiſes too great for any other Subject, 
were ſufficient ro make them great enough 
for God. Bur alaſs, how widely muſt we 
be miſtaken | fince our Expreffions, if 
we ſpeak ſence, can at beſt but fully re- 
reſent our Conceptions, and thoſe being 
© the Notions of a Finite Creature, 
mult 


i 5 


and which,even the Spirits of juſt Men made Heb. 10. 


muſt needs. All NT Sort of Per 
fetions , which were not what they are, | . 
if they were not Infinite. No, when: 
we have employd the loftieſt Hyper-/ 


boles, and exhauſted all the celebrating | 


'Topicks and Fi of Rhetorick ; when 
we have hd doaglerbcal AbſtraCtiy. 
ons in Poetick Raptures; when we have. 
ranſack'd whatever things are moſt Ex- 


cellent among the Creatures, and having. 
Defzcared them, and Piled them up toge- 


ther, have made that heap bur a Riſe to, 


take our ſoaring flight from ; when we have 
ſummed up, and left beneath our Ex preſſi-. 
ons, all that we are here wont to acknow- 
ledge above them ; nay, when inſtructed, 
as well as inflamed, and tranſported by chat 
1 Tim. 6: Znaceſible Light, that is Inhabited by what 
we Adore, _ ſeem raiſed and elevated a- 
boveall thati is Mortal,and above our ſelves, 


and ſay things, that nothing elſe cquld ei- | 


ther inſpire or merit; even they, I ſay,thoſe 
expreſſions, which any otherwiſe applyed, 


would be Hyperboles, do bur expreſs our | 


Deyorion, not the Divine Object of it, and 
declare How much we Honour Him, ra- 


ther than what He is. And indeed, none | 


bur the Poſſeſſor of an Infinite Incelle& 
can be able to ſay, what the Poſſeſſor of 


other 
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> other Infinite PerfeRtions deſerves to have 
faid of Him. And whatever zealous $kill 
we praiſe God with, we do far leſs Honor 
{Him than Injure Him, if wethink our aſpi- 
Jringſt Praiſes can arrive fo far, as Ifay not 
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to Reach, bur ſo mach as to Approach their 
Subject. | | 

Bur, let not this inevitable Impotence 
( Pyrocles ) trouble or diſcourage us : thoſe 


Blefled Souls that follow the Lamb whitherſo- ver. 14 4 


ever he goes, do (as we are taught in the A- 
pocalyple) make it their Buſineſs, and find 
it their Happineſs, toſpend a great part of 
their Eternity in extolling him, by whom 
'd in a condition, where they 
can have no employment but what is Holy 
and Noble. Andeven here low,bethe prail- 
ing of a God is Work, wherein we imitate, 
though we. do not equal the Angels, and 
are buſied in the ſameemployment,though 


' not with the ſame skill. Nay,Heaven it {elf 


exempts not its Refidents from an Impo- 
tence which belongs to Creatures, not as 


| they are imperfe& ones, but as they are 


Creatures,Eventhe Members of the Church 
Triumphant do not triumph oyer this nece(= 
fary Impotence ; their Praiſes may need Par- 
don,even ina place where they can Sin no , 
more ; And they canexpect but from -c-ars | 

Good- 


that are Improv'd, as well as Occafion'd;'Þ, 
even by their being-made;Partakers of his I”: 
Glory. Nay, even in the Prophet Ijazab's/FF, 
Exſtaick Viſion, the Seraphims themſelves, 
that are introduced,-as anſwering one as | 
nothers glad Acclamations to God,are likes 
wiſe repreſented,as Covering(out ofreſpect) |- 
their Faces with their Wings. Bur, Pireches; , 
as I was ſaying,- this unavaidable Difabili- | - 
ry to ſay things Worthy of God, need not 1 
at all trouble us; fnce we'pay our Homages f 
ro one, whale Goodneſs our expreſſions can |! 
as little equal , as they can his other At» 4 
tributes, He that Created us, will not | - 
Impute it to us, that we at but as Crea- | ® 
tures; And fexce he has declar'd, that where 4 
there is a willing Mind, a Man is accepted ac- C 

g 


cording to what he has, and not according to 
_ 7” has not. 'The Impotence I have 
een {peaking of, © to bring us 
rather Joy A T — ſince rn. inft- |" 
nite Diſtance betwixt. us, without lefken- L 
ing his favourable - Acceptance of our I 
Prailes, ſuppoſes the boundleſs Pertedts 
ons of Him, whom thoſe Praiſes (through - 
his Goodneſs ) help to give us an in}. 
tereſt in; And no. Son wonld repine |. 
at his Royal Fathers Greatneſs; bow ard 
meaſe 
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, being ſure, that Greatneſs 
fen 
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. [we can ſay or Fancy of them. 


N To conclude, Pyrocles, fince on the one 
* [fide God is molt truly faid in the Scripture gy, , 
? Ito be {o Glorious, that he is Exalted above all 5- ; 
+ | Bleſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently , 
though 7 could (to uſe St. Paul's Phraſe) Gu 
ſpeak with the Tongues of Mer and Angels, 1. 
yet the higheſt things I could ſay of the 
Divine PerfeQtions, muſt needs be there- 
{fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able to ſay them. And, ſince on 
the other ſide, it is of Us Men, that 
God vouchſafes to ſay, Wheſo offereth Praiſe, *a50:23. 
glorifieth Me ; and his tranſcendent Excel- 
lency is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
reſembling Graciouſnels, rhat ſuch a Be- 
| nignity is one of the moſt, conſpicuous 
Parts of it; I will not forbear to pay my 
Praiſes unto one, whoſe deſerving intt- 
nitely more than I can offer, keeps him 
not from Accepting as much leſs than-he 
deſerves. But then I muſt nor Preſume 
'] ro fill my Mouth with hs Praiſes, withouc 
| ; Senfibly 
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. Senſibly acknowledging, that there js. 4 
any, Subje, whereon my Expreſſions ca 
TE. are loquence, than on this Sub- 

cven Eloquence it ſelf would war 
ſons. Wang 
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